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As we race towards the end of term the buzz around the school has
reached a new level. Indeed, Christmas always descends upon us
with alarming speed but it is always a very special time in school. I
have taken much pleasure hearing the squeals of delight as the boys
and girls have started to decorate the Christmas tree and
rediscovered their toy which has been safely packed away. For
those of you who are new to St Hilary’s, your children are invited to
bring in a red and gold bauble or toy (not glass) to add to the tree.
This will be labelled with their name and class and will come out
every year until they leave the school.
Our thanks go to Mrs Southon and FOSH for organising the
Christmas Market, earlier in the week and the Christmas Fun
Afternoon which has taken place today. I am sure that the children
have had a tremendous time, especially when they visited Father
Christmas and Elfridges. Our thanks go to Father Christmas for
making the journey to Godalming and Mrs Goold, Mrs Atkins, Mr
Clarkson and the team for working so hard to transform our stage

into such a magical grotto. Thanks also for your donations for
Elfridges and to Mrs Lee for overseeing the collection of these. We
appreciate that it has been a great team effort but I have no doubt
that the children will remember the experience for a long time.
At the beginning of the week Madame Clemons and I visited the
British Council in London to receive the International School Award.
This has been a fantastic accomplishment for the school and the
pupils (and staff!) have worked very hard and learnt a lot along the
way.
Year Y3CP’s assembly reflected the international theme this week
and again much learning took place. However, we were also very
impressed with the confident delivery of this assembly and the boys
and girls suddenly look very grown up. It seemed rather fitting to
share the news of our International Award with the boys and girls
and to reveal our new flag which was designed by Grace, Y5. You can
see this hanging on our flag pole, pride of place. Congratulations
Grace. It is stunning.
Despite all the fun and laughter, the learning buzz has continued and
there has been much to celebrate. You will see from the photos
below that the ‘Big Red Staircase’ has been as busy as usual and the
standard of work has been particularly impressive from our youngest
to our oldest pupils. Well done everyone.
Mrs Alcock will be retiring at the end of this term from her position
as Head of Maths at St Hilary’s. Mrs Alcock has taught at our
school for twenty-eight years and is an outstanding teacher. We
think that she may have taught over a thousand children and has
made a difference to so many pupils with her patience and expertise.
We hope it will only be adieu and certainly not au revoir and I am
sure that you will join me in wishing her the very best for the
future. I am delighted to inform you that Mrs Luci Brown will
assume Mrs Alcock’s responsibilities from January and will be our
new Head of Maths. Mrs Alcock and Mrs Brown have had a thorough
hand over. Mrs Brown is currently Maths Lead in West Sussex
bringing a wealth of experience and we look forward to welcoming
her to St Hilary’s.
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I hope that you have a good weekend. Godalming lights will be
switched on tomorrow. I hope to see you there. Again if you are
new to our school, this is a very special event for the town and one I
am sure your children will enjoy.
I look forward to seeing you at the gate on Monday morning.
Mrs Jane Whittingham
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This morning the following Headmistress’ Award and Commendations were presented during
Assembly:
Headmistress’ Awards
Evie (Y6) – For outstanding progress in Mathematics
Pippa (Y6) – For outstanding progress in Mathematics
Commendations
Georgie (Y5) – For excellent creativity in designing and making an Advent Calendar
Katy (Y5) – For excellent Maths homework
Cecily (Y5) – For outstanding homework on Women’s World Cup Football, The First One
Ever!
James (Y2) - For writing excellent word problems
Arthur (Y2) – For excellent writing about being an Astronaut completed at home
Eloisa ( Y2) – For an excellent story opener completed in class
True Friend Band
Kheevi-Loi (R)
Charlie (R)
Henry (R)
Lucy (R)
Rosy (Y2)
Florence (Y2)
Cutlery Award
Priyanka ((R)
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NOTES FROM MRS CLARKE & MRS MITCHELL – DEPUTY HEADS
This week started with a magic touch! Richard, who runs one of the after school magic clubs
wowed and dazzled with his card tricks and illusions. There was complete silence in the hall as
everyone was mesmerised and stunned by the magic. This is a super club so please do sign up for
next term when the notification goes out in the upcoming week.

3CP spoke, sang and danced, clearly and confidently in their assembly about the world. We were
entertained by flamenco dancing, the New Zealand haka and learnt fascinating facts about the
7 continents of the world.

The FOSH have also been working hard this week and we were delighted to host a Christmas
Market on Wednesday afternoon. On Friday the children had their very own Christmas fun
afternoon. Santa’s grotto was a real triumph! A huge thank you to Mrs Southon, Mrs Gould and
all the other parents involved in organising and running these events.

Page |7

Friday Notes – 29th November 2019

Just a reminder that we have a number of bus routes in the morning. If you would like your
child to use this service, please contact Mrs Wilkinson nwilkinson@sthilarysschool.com If
there are any changes to your child using this service during the term please do get in touch
with Mrs Trew in the office as she will be able to notify the bus drivers.
jtrew@sthilarysschool.com
Mrs Mitchell

PRE-PREP NOTES FROM MRS HILLERY
The boys and girls in Year 1 have had another very busy week. They have been practising their
lines and songs for the forthcoming production, ‘The Inn-Spectors’. They have also enjoyed
learning phonics and have concentrated on improving their handwriting, ready for dropping a line
to Father Christmas! The children have been learning to subtract by counting back in jumps,
from a given number. In their Music lessons, they all loved being let loose on the drums. The
lesson was even more noisy than normal! The boys and girls managed to dodge the rain and have
been tweaking their ball skills in PE. One of the highlights of the week was when the children
helped to decorate the magnificent Christmas tree in the entrance hall, by hanging up their
baubles. Christmas has already begun at St Hilary’s!!

Nativity rehearsals have dominated this week and we’re all very excited to show off the Year 1
and Year 2’s hard work next week! Year 1 have enjoyed learning about different types of animals
and this has been part of their Computing lessons, too. In Music the children have been learning
how to make and replicate different rhythms using percussion instruments, which everyone
thought was great fun!
Year 2 still had time to start writing super adventure stories – focusing on a setting with exciting
adjectives and adverbs. In Maths, we looked at using near doubles and number bonds, to make
mental addition and subtraction easier. Our final explorer/adventurer was Jacques Cousteau
and the children enjoyed considering the impact he had by developing the aqualung and making
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the underwater world accessible. We finished off making our rockets in DT and had fun looking
at air pressure with a stomp rocket!

Mrs Hillery

NOTES FROM MRS HILLERY – HEAD OF EYFS

Reception have had an incredible week of visitors, learning and Christmas fun! On Monday we
had a very important visitor come to speak to the children linked to our topic of 'People who
help us', the Mayor of Godalming Mrs Penny Rivers who attended with her husband. Mrs Rivers
spoke about her role in our community and how she can help us within her role as Mayor. Mrs
Rivers also showed the children her outfit and spoke about the importance and history of the
Mayoral robes and hat. The children were so excited when they were allowed to hold the Mayoral
chains which are 140 years old! They were so heavy, the children asked if the Mayor got tired
when wearing them. Thank you to the Mayor and her husband for your lovely visit and for being
so fantastic with the children.
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On Tuesday we then had a visit from Mrs Michele Marshall, our head chef at St Hilary's. Mrs
Marshall held a wonderful question and answer session with the children, and the children could
not believe Mrs Marshall starts cooking our yummy meals and snacks at 6.00am in the morning,
while most of the children are still asleep! Thank you also to Mrs Marshall for coming to speak
to the children about your role in the school and how you and your team create each meal.
In Mathematics we have been learning about one more than and the children have taken part in
a variety of different practical experiences to help consolidate this.
We are now in full swing of our Sleepy Shepherd rehearsals, and the children are singing the
songs now as they work, I am sure you have been hearing them at home also.

The Nursery and Kindergarten have been getting very festive in preparation for December next
week! The Nativity rehearsals are in full swing and they, too have all be practising, singing the
songs beautifully and acting out their parts. We can't wait for you to all come and see the show!
The classrooms have been beautifully decorated by the children and teachers. There is a very
Christmassy fireplace in Nursery and in Kindergarten the rooms are decorated with Angels,
melted snowmen paintings, and the brick house has been transformed into a gingerbread house!
Please ensure you have returned you child's scrap book to their Key Person following parents
evening, thank you.
Mrs Hillery
CELEBRATIONS
The following boys and girls were proud to be awarded a certificate for Pupil of the
Week:
RR – Ethan for being inquiring and inquisitive during Circle time
RE – Grace for a hardworking and positive approach to her reading, which has led to super
progress
1G – Alice for a huge improvement with handwriting and presentation
1H – Orlie for making super progress in reading
2B – Joshua for his excellent performance during rehearsals for the nativity
2P – Ben for an excellent attitude to learning and showing that positivity and hard work pays off
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CURRICULUM INFORMATION
ART

Year 4 and 5 have made great progress with the rainforest animals and Year 1 made some
beautiful autumnal trees using a combination of graphite and printmaking.
Mrs Davidge

PERFORMING ARTS
On Thursday, we welcomed 8 Year 6 pupils from Knightsbridge School, London, for our
inaugural Drama Scholarship Workshop. With 6 of our own performers also taking part, the
day included: improvisation workshops, a masterclass with the Prior’s Field Drama department,
performances of pre-prepared monologues and a character exploration exercises. It was a
tremendous day with some extremely high quality work. The Head of Drama from
Knightsbridge School wrote to Mrs. Whittingham to say: Thank you so much for having us at
your lovely school yesterday. Our girls thoroughly enjoyed themselves, and gained a lot from
the day. They were absolutely buzzing on the way home!
The excitement in Performing Arts continues into next week, with Year 1 and 2 having their
Nativity performance of The Inn-Spectors. Parents - please can I draw your attention to a
letter sent earlier in the week with the arrangements, and also a link to book your tickets.
Also, one last push on learning lines and cue lines would be hugely valued.
Mr Parton
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SPORTS NEWS
Thursday 21st November
U9A-C Netball v GHS (Home)

U9A
Lost: 6-4
Captain: Elena S
Player of the Match: Keira
We played a match against Guildford High
and we lost 6-4. We played well, but they are
a very good team.
By Elena S

U9B
Won: 3-1
Captain: Isla Mc
Player of the match: Tara
The B team played against GHS and we won.
The score was 3-1. After the game we had
some sandwiches and flapjack.
By Isla Mc

P a g e | 12

Friday Notes – 29th November 2019

U9C
Drew 2-2
Captain: Genna
Player of the Match: Grace

U9D
Lost:2-0
Captain: Isabelle
Player of the match: Isabelle

P a g e | 13

Friday Notes – 29th November 2019

Friday 22nd November
U10A Netball Tournament @ GHS
Captain - Grace H
MoM - Georgie A
We arrived at GHS and started to warm up
with Mr Jones and Mrs Lovesey helping us
to prepare for a full afternoon of netball.
We didn’t get off to a good start and lost
our first two matches, but then we started
to play better. Some wonderful defence
and quick ball to the shooters enabled us to
make the final of the plate competition.
For this match, we were determined to
keep playing better with result ending 3-1
we won the plate competition! At prize
giving we were given a plate to display at
school.
Thanks to Mr Jones, Mrs Lovesey and to
David for driving us to the netball
tournament.

By Grace H
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Saturday 23rd November
National Biathlon Finals
On Saturday 23rd November 6 children travelled to Nottingham to compete in the National
Biathlon Championships. The Biathlon is an event in which the children compete in two
disciplines, 50m swim and 800m run. Athletes complete a separate run and swim with
distances. Their times are converted to points and the final positions are decided by the total
number of points achieved overall after both disciplines. There is also a team element to the
competition as the three top scoring individuals in each age group from the same club or
school count as a team. This is a high level national event in which the girls qualified following a
regional event. We had one team this year in U10 and all other children competed as
individuals.
St Hilary’s girls had a phenomenal day with all children attaining Personal Best times in all
events. In the U10 event the girls maintained their winning run after winning the National
Schools Biathlon in March last year.
U10
Felicity Croucher placed 4th overall
Rosie Kirby placed 11th overall
Sophia Paul finished 14th Overall
This give the team an overall first place finish nearly 1000 points ahead of the next school.
U11
Alice Atkinson – 25th
Grace Haynes – 47th
U12
Lily Clarkson – 45th
Mrs McGuigan
Biathlon report
On Saturday 23rd November, 6 pupils competed in the finals of the National Pentathlon. This
consists of an 800m run and 50m swim. We unfortunately could only make one team and that
was in the U10. The great news was the team came in first place. The tree members where
Felicity who came 4th, Rosie who places 11th, Sofia who came 14th. We had two members in the
U11 Alice who came 25th and Grace who placed 47th. Both of these girls were competing
against Year 6 because of their birthday. Our oldest member of the group was in U12, she was
competing against Year 7. Lily placed 45th overall. Well done to everyone.
By Lily C & Grace H
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U9A+B Netball Tournament @ Hoebridge
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U9A Results were:
St Hilary’s v GHS – L 1-6
St Hilary’s v Halstead W 1-0
St Hilary’s v Newland House D 1-1
This led to us being 2nd in Group and through to the semi-final where we played Hoe Bridge.
Well done to all the U9 girls who played in the Hoe Bridge tournament on a very wet Saturday
morning.
U9B results were:
St
St
St
St

Hilary’s
Hilary’s
Hilary’s
Hilary’s

v
v
v
v

Thomas’ Clapham W 2-1
Halstead L 2-3
Newland House L 0-2
GHS L 0-1

The people in the B team were Genna, Francesca, Lexi, Izzy, Tara, Abi and Eliza.
It was pouring and we all got drenched but we all played really well. We won one of our games
but unfortunately we lost the others in our group. Afterwards, for food we had pizza and
chocolate crispy cakes. For a drink we had orange juice. While we were eating the winners
were announced.
By Francesca, Genna and Lexi

Wednesday 27th November
U11A Netball v The Royal

Win- 19-10
Captain: Maia H
Player of the match: Ella M

On Wednesday 27th November U11A team
took part in a netball match against The
Royal School. We all played our best and in
the end we won 19-10.
Thank you to all of the supporters and the
sports department. Congratulations to Ella
for getting player of the match.
Team Captain: Maia H
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U11B&C Netball v St Ives
U11 B
Lost: 7-1
Captain: Ottilie B
Player of the match: Bea K

U11C
Win: 4-0
Captain: Eleanor S
Player of the match: Tilda Mc

On Wednesday the 27th of November 2019,
the U11C team had a match against St Ives.
We scored four goals and St Ives scored two
goals. It was a bit cold but we still did
extremely well, and we all worked so hard.
The player of the match was Tilda.
It was a bit cold but we still did extremely
well, and we all worked so hard
By Eleanor S

Mrs McGuigan

CHARITY

Just a reminder that Christmas sacks have been placed in the school entrance and we would be
very grateful for donations of brand new, unused toys, suitable for the very young to
teenagers. All toys need to be donated by Wednesday 11th December, allowing time to deliver
them before the end of term.
Thank you in advance for your donations. These toys really do make a difference.
Christmas Jumper Day. This will be on Friday 13th December, the last day of term. In return
for a donation of £1 children can wear a Christmas jumper instead of their school jumper. All
proceed to Save the Children.
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FRIENDS OF ST HILARY’S NEWS
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WEEK’S MENU FOR w/c 2nd DECEMBER
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