Edition 9

St. Hilary’s Friday Notes
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ST HILARY’S AND THE PHILOSOPHER’S STONE
'What if there were no new ideas?'
Miss Hall
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Follow us on

Inside this issue:
Deputy Head

6

Head of Pre-Prep

9

Head of EYFS
(incl. Nursery)

11

Curriculum
Information

14

@StHilarysSchool,

St Hilary’s School Trust and

sthilarysschool

School has been buzzing this week, with lots of activities taking place
for the children. Anti-bullying Week kicked off with an informative
assembly on Monday morning, ably led by our Anti-Bullying
Ambassadors. Well done to all of you and for being such wonderful
role models for the other boys and girls.

Indeed, the children both enjoyed and benefitted from our Antibullying workshops yesterday and took away some great ideas and
strategies that we hope they could put into place should they need it
now, in their future school, or work place. We take bullying very
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seriously at St Hilary’s, and whilst we see very little, we give the
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children a raft of platforms to use should they be unhappy. It is always
good to nip things in the bud early and our parents may wish to spend
a few minutes talking about the five fingers. ‘Give me five’ is a popular
phrase in assemblies, and PSHCE lessons in which the boys and girls tell five people they could
turn to if they feel unhappy or unsafe.
Monday also saw our House Chess Competition. Thank you and well done to Mr Tuck for organising
and well done to all the children that took part. It was a buzz of a different sort in the hall. In
fact, as I wondered round, I found myself on tip toes. Of course, chess teaches a range of skills,
not least problem solving, strategic thinking and maybe not so obvious, but patience. We were

very proud of everyone and I am looking forward to announcing our winners in our Celebration
Assembly this afternoon.
It was the turn of Y4P to take to the stage on Tuesday, for their class assembly, with the theme
being Responsibility, one of our School Values. It is always great to see the parents come in and
cheer on their children from the back of the hall. Thank you for finding the time to come.
It has been a busy week for me, with visits to St Catherine’s and Rowan Prep School. These
visits are so important and useful for sharing ideas and building relationships with the schools.
Mrs Wynn and I also had a day in London yesterday, at the Independent Schools’ Bursars
Association HR Conference. It is obviously important to keep up to date with changes in
regulation and reassuring to hear that we are very much on the right tracks at St Hilary’s.
Sadly, however Mrs Wynn and I missed the much-anticipated Mexican lunch. However, staff
were pleased to report that there was a real buzz in the Pepper Pot, for the Fiesta themed
lunch! Thank you to the catering team for making such an effort to keep lunchtimes fun and
interesting for the children. We also welcomed Otis’ mum, who joined him for lunch after he
won the Cutlery Award. Well done, Otis, I hope you enjoyed it, and that Mum did too.
Today has been Pyjama Day for Children in Need. The children have loved wearing their range
of pyjamas, dressing gowns, onesies and slippers, and it always raises a giggle when they see the
teachers in theirs. We are proud to support Children in Need and thank you for your donations.
We look forward to seeing you all at our Christmas Fair tomorrow. It promises to be a great
day, with lots of fun activities. There will be a FOSH raffle, pottery painting, a Christmas
jumper sale, gift stalls, magic show, a Scandinavian food truck and much more. There may even
be a special visitor to our Grotto! My thanks go to Mrs Gardiner, Mrs Woodward and all members
of FOSH for their hard work in putting the event together.
Mrs Whittingham
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This afternoon the following Commendations and Awards were presented during Assembly:
Headteacher’s Award
Dexter D-C (Y4) for much improved presentation and setting out in Maths
Zachary G (Y6) for excellent writing in English
Commendations
Orlie (Y4) for continued effort and determination in Maths
Ethan, Nikolai, Max, Maisie, William and Zander (Y4) for excellent research on Sutton Hoo
in History
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Harry (Y6) for beautiful Art Scholarship homework
Scarlett and Georgina (Y5) for superb division work
Ben and Alfred (Y3) for amazing work dying fabric using plants in History
Philip (Y6) for outstanding work in Current Affairs this term
Finlie, George, Hettie, Emily and Lydia (Y6) for showing great kindness, respect and
maturity at Jubilee House Residential Care Home
Sophie, Cora and Cordelia (Y5) for showing great kindness, respect and maturity at Jubilee
House Residential Care Home
Jathisan (Y1) for greater independence with Phonics
Klayton and Vidur (Y1) for consistently excellent work in Phonics
Anaiah (Y1) for exceptional theory work in piano
Do It Yourself
Ben (Y3) for a fantastic column addition
Hettie and Lilly-Josephine (Y6) for great initiative used in role as Drama captains
Kindness Bucket
Edward (Y3) for being really kind and helping a fellow classmate
Iris (YR) for playing with a friend who was lonely at break time
Elise (Y2) for offering Mrs Eshelby the last pudding at lunch time
Personal Best
Felix (Y3) for great work understanding and working with money
Poppy (Y6) for impressive Art Scholarship homework
Pull it Out the Bag
Chloe and Georgina (Y5) for excellent balancing in Sports Acrobatics
Charlotte (YR) for initiating to show off her Phonics
George (Y6) for incredible effort and attainment in LAMDA
Ollie (Y2) for excellent effort in Phonics
Rose and Elise (Y2) for an excellent Cinquain poem about Remembrance Day
Aurelia (Y2) for superb topic work on the Big Five
Jem (Y2) for excellent contribution to class discussions
Hugo (Y2) for excellent research and writing about the Big Five
Emily (Y3) for taking part in her first swimming gala
Suki (Y6) for her fantastic swimming at the gala
Edie (Y6) for her backstroke race at the gala
Scrapbook Award
Lottie (YR) for creating an excellent scrapbook
Take a Risk
Joshua (YR) for participating enthusiastically in games in PE lessons
Ben (Y2) for trying so hard when bridging through ten in Maths
True Grit
Dexter D-C (Y4) for working extremely hard in VR and taking risks
Rose (Y2) for determination to do her best in Maths
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NOTES FROM MRS MITCHELL – DEPUTY HEAD
I have enjoyed the vast breadth of things that have happened this week. From a fantastic trip
to Pallant House Gallery for our Year 5 children, to seeing the Art Scholarship work. From
listening to the Year 3 violinists, to observing the buzz in EYFS whilst they have been engrossed
in role play areas and practical activities. From having a fajita and nacho feast on Thursday, to
a plethora of special assemblies and an Inter-House Chess Competition; the school has been a
hive of activity. Many pupils have enjoyed sporting successes this week, both in team and
individual events. Congratulations to Jocelyn (Y3) for winning the South and South East regional
biathlon qualifiers for the U8s.

Thank you to Mrs Hughes, our school Librarian, who organised the World Cup Celebration draw.
As you walk around the school, many of the classrooms now have their chosen flags on their
door. The children will be researching and sharing facts about these countries as we approach
the World Cup.

Page |6

Friday Notes – 18th November 2022

On Monday, we were reminded by our Anti-Bullying Ambassadors the importance of not being a
‘Bucket Dipper’ but instead, a ‘Bucket Filler.’ They shared a thoughtful story called, ‘Have you
Filled a Bucket today?’ by Carol McCloud. Recognising World Kindness Day on Sunday and AntiBullying Week, the children were able to share with the whole school a fabulous competition.
They would like as many children as possible to design their own ‘Bucket’ which will be part of a
new PRIDE Crossing. All entries need to be handed to Mrs Mitchell by 9 th January. The boys
and girls also reminded the school about the ‘Playground Buddy’ scheme (which the Wellbeing
Ambassadors are involved in) and showed the new Kindness stickers that can be earned by
anyone across the community. Finally, they invited the boys and girls to have their say on the
child Friendly ‘Beat The Bully’ Policy created by School Council.

Mr Tuck organised a spectacular Inter-House Chess Competition on Monday. Thank you to Mr
Tuck for all of your hard work towards this event. Congratulations to the winning House, Meath!
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1
2
3
4

Blue
Red
Green
Yellow

Meath
Jekyll
Mallory
Hart

Thank you to Finlie, George, Hettie, Emily H, Lydia (Y6) and Sophia H, Cora, Cordelia (Y5) for
taking part in the Wisdom Booths activity at Jubilee House. The children were simply amazing;
engaging with the residents and carers, playing music, singing songs, carrying out craft activities
as well as listening and talking with the everyone! A huge well done to all involved! A special
mention to Hettie’s Grandma who knitted three twiddlemuffs for some of the residents.
We received this lovely message:

Malgo and I would like to thank you so much for such a wonderful visit to Jubilee House this
afternoon.
The children were great and the interaction with residents was fantastic. They showed care,
interest and respect, connecting so well with all.
Jubilee House & Broadwater Lodge.

We are very much looking forward to the FOSH Christmas Fair tomorrow, 3Rs Assembly next
Tuesday, the Pupils Science Fair, The Hare and Tortoise and Anglo-Saxon Workshops, the KG
children moving to Reception Breakfast, and of course the Parents’ Consultations.
Mrs Mitchell
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PRE-PREP NOTES
Year 1
No amount of rain can dampen the enthusiasm of the boys and girls in Year 1. Their creativity
and desire to learn has flowed throughout the week and their energy is infectious!
In English this week, the children continued their study of the Jill Tomlinson book, The Owl
Who was Afraid of the Dark. They enjoyed listening to more of the adventures of Plop, the baby
barn owl, and they wrote some super character descriptions. In their Maths lessons, the children
investigated subtraction using their numicon blocks and they understand that the biggest
number gets smaller if another number is taken away. The boys and girls enjoyed discovering
more about animals and creatures in Science. They studied the animal equivalents to human skin,
limbs, hands and feet including tentacles, claws, feathers and fins. In their DT lesson, the boys
and girls finished their ‘tree at night’ background and their own baby Plop, which they cut out
and stuck onto a landing branch they had decorated. They also made a small cardboard Plop for
our classroom displays including drawing eyes and a tummy, scrunching up tissue paper and
sticking on beaks.
This has been Anti-Bullying week and the children listened carefully to Monday’s assembly, which
was led by some of the school’s ambassadors. The 1GS boys and girls also enjoyed a special AntiBullying Workshop, led by some visitors and 1H will do next week.
The rehearsals for the forthcoming production of “Children of the World” are in full swing and
the children are really enjoying the singing and script. And on Thursday, the children enjoyed
Mexican Day at lunchtime and were treated to a real South American Feast! The week ended on
a charitable note, with pupils and staff wearing pyjamas to raise money for Children in Need.
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Mrs Hillery and Mrs Graham-Scott

Year 2
It was so lovely to see you all this week at Parents’ Evening; we do hope you enjoyed looking
through your children’s books and finding out about their progress. We are so pleased with how
much they have achieved already, and hope you are all feeling very proud too!
In our Maths sessions this week, the children focused on adding 1 digit-numbers to 2-digit
numbers. With the tens frames and dienes, they used their addition skills, and thought about
how many more they needed to get to the next multiple of ten before adding the remainder of
ones. For example, 25 + 8 is the same as 30 + 3, so why not steal 5 ones from the 8 to make the
problem easier to solve? This is such a great mental strategy to learn, as it will benefit them
right through to year 6!
In English, the children wrote Cinquain poems linked to our Remembrance Day assembly, focusing
on vocabulary, word class and syllables. After lots of discussion about nouns, adjectives and
verbs, they compiled all of their ideas, and came up with a simple, yet effective, five-lined poem
about soldiers. They also made sure that each line had the correct number of syllables (no easy
feat!) and chose vocabulary, which helped to convey the appropriate tone/mood for the
occasion.
The Big Five was once again the focus of our Topic lesson this week, as the children continued
to research facts about African wildlife. They were also lucky enough to have former St Hilary’s
parents, Mr and Mrs Winkworth, in to share their experiences of living in Kenya. Having spent
several years in the country, their adventures added another dimension to the children’s
learning, with lots of personal photos and encounters which helped bring our topic, Africa, to
life.
Thank you, as always for your continued support.
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Mrs Byrd, Mrs Eshelby and Mrs Havermans

NOTES FROM MRS HILLERY – HEAD OF EYFS
Nursery
We have had lots of fun this week in the garden room. We have continued exploring colours by
doing some car painting, the children chose which colours they wanted to use and we watched
the wheels leave colourful tracks across the paper! The children have also loved exploring our
brand new Peppa Pig house and camper van and all of the characters.
In the middle of the week we all wrapped up warm and took a walk to our “quiet garden”, they
loved running through the tunnel of sticks and walking around the bark trail. To finish off the
week we decorated Pudsey bear using lots of different colours to celebrate children in need!
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Kindergarten
We have had another great week! The children have enjoyed talking about where they live, how
many family members they have and who they are. This was inspired by the ‘Old Woman Who
Lived in a Shoe’ nursery rhyme. We had fun drawing our family members and creating a shoe for
them to live in, counting how many family members there are, cutting them out and sticking them
down. We also counted how many holes there were for laces and practiced our fine motor skills
by threading the shoe lace through.
We read the lovely story The Paper Dolls and created our very own paper people, adding facial
features, clothing, and then attempting to cut them out.
Mrs Whittingham stopped in and showed us some lovely photos of the Sunflowers she has been
growing. She even brought two in to show us!
Some of the children enjoyed their time in the Hive where they got to build their own Lego
structures.
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Reception
Wow, what another super week it has been in Reception! The children have continued to embrace
our new topic of ‘People Who Help Us’ and have completed some wonderful wall displays linked
to this topic in The Pepper Pot, and in RR and RCH.
This week we have looked in particular at the role of Health Care workers, Doctors, Nurses and
Consultants and what they do to help us in the community. There has been lots of fun in the
Hospital and Vet Role Play Area, of the children pretending to be poorly and bringing in poorly
pets. I can tell you, we have some amazing doctors, nurses and vets now in Reception and the
children are great at making others better.
In Literacy, we watched Topsy and Tim. Topsy was in hospital having had an operation the
children were encouraged to think how Topsy might feel being in hospital and feeling poorly. The
children had a super discussion and followed by putting pencils to paper, writing a wonderful
sentence.
In Mathematics, the children have been learning about quantity, and estimating objects up to
fifteen. We completed this in a variety of different fun ways, through games and through
investigation. Great work!

Mrs Hillery
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CELEBRATIONS
The following boys and girls were proud to be awarded a certificate for Pupil of the
Week:
RCH – Everly – for having a go at all learning opportunities
RR – Ada – for fantastic estimation skills in Maths
1GS – Harper – for focus, effort and independence in every lesson
2B – Alice – for excellent research and writing about the Big Five
2E – Felix – for consistently showing 100% effort in his work
2H – India – for outstanding effort in writing, and an excellent Remembrance Day poem

CURRICULUM INFORMATION
ART

The Art Department has had a busy and exciting week. In Enrichment,
Year 3 are building our own mini gallery. Pupils are working on miniature
versions of famous artworks, to be displayed.
Year 6 are continuing to develop their Transform projects, in
anticipation of our annual Art Exhibition.
Year 5 were fortunate to visit Pallant House Gallery, to see an
exhibition on Sussex Landscapes. They were amazed at the variety of
styles of artwork and very excited to see pieces by Barbara Hepworth,
Damien Hirst and Howard Hodgkin.
Year 4 have finished their impressive Kurt Jackson seascapes, which
are now on display in the school. They have written to the artist himself
and are eagerly awaiting a reply.
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Year 2 have started colourful sketchbook studies of African animals, to support their topic in
class.
Year 1 have completed some beautiful autumnal trees, using charcoal and a basic printing
technique.
Miss Brooker

SCIENCE
Year 3 have been working hard looking at the major organs of the body. They started off by
drawing around each other and then drawing and labelling the major organs. Luckily all their
brains were in the right places but we did have some interestingly positioned intestines and
livers. Over the next few weeks the children will be looking at each organ individually and we will
be discussing what its function is and where it is located in the body.
Year 4 have been grinning away as we embark on our study of the human digestive system,
starting with our teeth. They have been working hard to learn about the different types of
teeth we have in our mouths and what we use them for. For homework, they have produced a
lovely poster emphasising the importance of looking after our teeth and maintaining a healthy
diet.
Year 5 have been looking at forces and how Sir Isaac Newton is to be credited for the
introduction of measuring forces. The girls have been using Forcemeters or Newtonmeters to
compare the gravitational pull of an object and its mass.
Year 6 have been revisiting Electricity and have been reminding themselves of the different
symbols used to depict the different electrical symbols. They are beginning to look at circuits
and what affect the number of components has on the efficiency of a circuit. They will be moving
on to look at the difference between series and parallel circuits and will be using the equipment
in the Science lab to support their understanding.
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Before half term, I set Years 3-5 the challenge of
completing a Science Project. Year 3 were asked to select
a type of rock and to tell us how that rock was formed,
Year 4 were tasked with the ‘History of Electricity’, and
Year 5 were asked to select a planet in our Solar System
and present their findings. For all of the projects the
children were allowed to present their information
however they liked. Some made models, some made
posters, some made PowerPoint Presentations and others
even made a film. I have been blown away by the work
that the children have done and I would love for them to
showcase their work so that everyone can see them.
Therefore, we will be hosting the St Hilary’s Science Fair
in the Hall on Wednesday, 23rd November from 3.304.30pm. It would be wonderful for you all to come and see
the work that the children have been doing. Even if your
child has not completed a project, you are still welcome
to come along and see what the children have been up to.
Mrs Longbotttom

OUTDOOR LEARNING
The Year 4 children have been enjoying themselves in outside learning since the half term
holiday. Some of the children have become great chefs in the mud kitchen, cooking muddy
delights for everyone, whilst others have been exploring the woods, strengthening their dens,
finding minibeasts or investigating autumn leaves. All the children have shown good safety
knowledge when being outside, and have shown they can work well as a team.
The Year 1 children have been looking at autumn leaves: their colour and shape. They then made
their own shapes and patterns using the leaves. They are learning to work well with their
partners and are becoming more confident in the woods.

Mrs Page
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SPORTS NEWS
Our fixture calendar has been battered by the weather this week, with cancellations coming in
left, right and centre. However, this has given the opportunity for more coaching time, which is
always welcome.
We must take this opportunity to congratulate Jocelyn in Y3 for her triumph at the weekend,
winning the South and South East Biathlon Qualifiers in the U8 category, giving her automatic
qualification to the national finals next year! We are super proud of Jocelyn, with her cool and
calm approach to these events, and cannot wait to see her in action in the future.

The U10 Netball teams had a fantastic trip over to Guildford High School on Monday
afternoon. All the girls were super excited to play some competitive matches and put their
well-practised skills into action. The results were: U10 A - Won 3-1, U10 B Drew 3-3, U10 C
Lost 3-0
Congratulations to Cora H, Freya N and Maia L-J for being awarded player of the match from
the opposition.

Mr Don-Carolis & Mrs Lovesey
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LUNCH MENU w/c 21st November
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