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The first week back following the Half Term break seems to have
raced by and the boys and girls are happy and buzzing despite the fact
we have now entered the second Lockdown period. We continue to
work hard to ensure our precious School community remains as safe
as possible throughout the pandemic.
Once again, I would like to thank all our parents for their support and
understanding as we navigate our way through the regulations and
guidance. I know that a lot of our Grandparents read our Friday Notes
and I would like to reassure you that your grandchildren show great
resilience and for much of the time seem blissfully unaware! In fact,
on many levels, despite the changes, it is very much business as usual
in School.
Indeed, the Sports Department made the most of the floodlights to
see their way through the dense fog yesterday and whilst I could hear
all the activity, I certainly could not see any of the pupils from my
Study window! However, the fog lifted and the sunshine arrived and I
very much enjoyed watching Kindergarten making their way across the
front lawn for a walk and a play.

In assembly at the beginning of the week, we talked about the
importance of working hard and ‘Pulling it Out of the Bag’. I explained
that we can teach the children, guide and encourage them but we
cannot spoon feed them with learning. Of course, it is very important
that the children take some responsibility for their learning and it is
an important lesson for them to understand that it will be hard
sometimes and they will need to show True Grit. However, if they find
something hard now, it does not mean they always will. I would be
grateful if you could reinforce this message at home.
I am still smiling following the news that we have been judged
Independent Prep School of the Year, 2020 and this morning we
welcomed Mr Thompson, Chair of Governors as we received the
beautiful glass trophy in recognition of the achievement. It will take
pride of place on the mantel piece near the front door and will become
a lasting memento for the School to keep. The banners at the bottom
of the School drive provide a temporary daily reminder for those of
us coming in and out of School and are very visible to others who
frequently drive up and down Holloway Hill.
We are extremely busy in School, planning for forthcoming events as
we aim to make Christmas very special this year for our boys and girls,
particularly as we are having to deviate so much from what we
traditionally do. To that end, all new pupils are invited to bring in a
Christmas tree decoration to help decorate our tree. These should
be red and/or gold and not made of glass or have glitter on them.
After Christmas, these will be named and safely stored, ready for
next year and it is always a special moment when pupils rediscover the
toys and the squeals of delight can be heard from the top of the ‘Big
Red Staircase!’
Please see the information from AlleyCatz at the end of this
newsletter to help you with any uniform requirements that you may
have during the forthcoming lockdown period.
I hope that you have a lovely weekend and the Autumnal sunshine stays
with us. We have talked briefly with the children about firework
safety as we understand some of you may be having fireworks in your
garden this weekend. Enjoy but keep safe!
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Mrs Jane Whittingham

This afternoon the following Commendations were presented during Assembly:
Commendations
Harry (Y4) – For excellent progress with reading
Freddie (Y2) – For excellent progress with reading
Aubrey (Y2) – For excellent work on Valentina Tereshkova
Gabriella (Y2) – For excellent work on Valentina Tereshkova
True Friend Band
Chisengo (Y1)
Daisy (YR)
Calista (Y2)
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NOTES FROM MRS MITCHELL – DEPUTY HEAD
The children have begun the second half of the Autumn with an
abundance of energy and a real drive to continue their learning
journey, as can be seen in the Year 5 recent workshop for ‘Go
Curiosity.’ Go Curiosity is a personalised educational engagement
platform that stimulates natural curiosity in children and is now in
its second year at St Hilary’s school for Year 5 and 6 pupils. Pupils
choose their own route through a 3000-year timeline, exploring
the things that are of most interest to them across Science,
Nature, History, Culture, Rights and Sport. On their journey of
discovery, pupils choose challenges which are designed to promote
the essential life skills; literacy, numeracy, communication,
visualisation, experimentation, research and memory. The Year 5’s
were empowered to start their route straight away and we are
very much looking forward to seeing the results of some
independent research projects.
If you do have any questions regarding ‘Go Curosity,’ and your child is in Year 5 or 6 please do
not hesitate to get in touch with their Form Tutor. We are fortunate that this year, John
Gordon-Reid, the creator of this programme has kindly announced that he will be putting
forward some prizes for amazing work!
It has been wonderful to hear the voice of Mrs Clements outside on our floodlit courts! We
knew she wouldn’t be able to stay away for too long. The children continue to enjoy the fantastic
sporting opportunities in school.

Mrs Mitchell
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PRE-PREP NOTES FROM MRS HILLERY
The children have settled back into school very easily, following their two week break. The boys
and girls have been learning about fireworks, Guy Fawkes and the Gunpowder Plot. In English,
they created posters on firework safety and wrote instructions on how to stay safe when using
sparklers. The children enjoyed learning to add by using 1p and 10p coins and found different
amounts of money with the coins in their Maths lessons. The weather has been mostly cold and
crisp this week, but the sun shone bright enough for them to investigate why the sun seemed
to be above different parts of the school during the day. They were quite surprised to learn
that it is the Earth which rotates on an axis, as well as moving around the sun, rather than the
other way around! The children took advantage of the dry and sunny weather on Wednesday and
had a break from Cross-Country, tackling Orienteering instead. The boys and girls have been
very excited to start practising songs for the Christmas Production in their Music lessons. They
have also been putting the finishing touches to their dance moves which they are looking forward
to performing at the forthcoming Grandparents’ Tea Party.
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Year 2 have had a brilliant start back after half term and have definitely been growing over the
two week break! In English this week we have been looking at onomatopoeia and the children
created some wonderful chalk firework poems based around their learning. In Maths the
children have really had to switch their busy brains on as we have been looking at bridging
through 10 to solve addition and subtraction, as well as adding using the column method and
dienes. They have impressed us with their perseverance and true grit! In History we learnt
about Valentina Tereshkova, a Russian lady who was the first woman in space. The children were
excited to learn that she is still alive and that she had a stamp designed after her. We also
began rehearsals this week for our Nativity ‘It’s a Miracle!’ and we hope you will hear lots of the
songs being practiced at home over the next few weeks. Please could we ask that you help your
child to learn their lines if they do not already know them; it may be the case that they learn
lines in place of reading their book for a few nights.
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Mrs Hillery

EYFS NOTES FROM MRS HILLERY

What a wonderful first week back after half term, it has been. The Nursery children have come
back full of smiles, which is lovely to see and have been busy learning all about bonfire night and
fireworks. The Nursery children have been hard at work making salad spinner firework pictures
using cardboard tubes. The children have also enjoyed drawing firework pictures with chalk and
playing outside in the garden.
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The children in Kindergarten have also had a lovely first week back after the half term break.
It has been great to welcome the children with beaming smiles and lots of energy, raring to go!
Thank you to all who sent pictures in of your child’s adventures with your ‘stick’ bears. Eddy,
Polo and Barnaby look like they all had an amazing time and had some very exciting adventures
indeed!
In class this week, the children have been busy collaging autumn shape trees, painting firework
pictures, making delicious fruit kebab rockets and printing butterflies. They have also enjoyed
painting their clay birthday cakes they made before half term, going for a walk around the
school and playing in the quiet garden.

It is wonderful to see all of the Reception children back at school – full of excitement,
enthusiasm to learn, and oh wow…. haven’t they grown?!
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We have enjoyed introducing our new topic ‘People who help us’ where we will be learning about
the jobs that people do to help us in the community. This week we have been learning about the
Police. In literacy we read Burglar Bill by Janet and Allan Ahlberg, and the children were
encouraged to choose their favourite part of the story and to write a descriptive sentence
linked to this. We have been learning a lot about the role of Police, and in Understanding of the
World, the children had to solve a crime…… Burglar Eshelby had been stealing from the
Reception Classrooms, and Police Officer Ranger and the children used finger printing and
detective skills to solve the crime! We extended this with the children creating their own
warrant card, and taking one another’s finger prints!
In Mathematics we have been revising numbers and working on number formation, as well as
introducing the children to the concept of measure, exploring length and capacity.
Thank you for continuing to support the children in learning their lines for our Christmas Play,
A Bundle of Joy, please keep up the great work!
We look forward to seeing you all via our parents evening portal on Monday and Tuesday evening.

Mrs Hillery
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CELEBRATIONS
The following boys and girls were proud to be awarded a certificate for Pupil of the
Week:
RR – Oran – For super number formation
RE – Hamish – For impressive independent work of teen numbers
1GS – Scarlet – For great improvement and effort in class, especially reading
1H – Toby – For excellent work about bonfire night
2B – Zander for excellent perseverance when bridging through 10 in Maths.
2P – Autumn for returning to school with an excellent attitude to learning

CURRICULUM INFORMATION
MATHS
It was lovely to see all the children back after the half term break; all with lots of ‘buzzy’
enthusiasm for what the rest of the term has in store.
In Year 3 the children have been looking at adding and subtracting 10 from any given 2-digit or
3-digit number. They were asked to consider which columns in their column additions were likely
to change and why. Some great mental maths skills were needed for this work. Well done Year
3!
In Year 4 we have been working on further addition skills this week. The children have been
looking at written column method for finding solutions to word problems. We have been trying
to spot our number bonds within the sums to speed up our mental maths skills.
Year 5 have begun working on time, and in particular converting 12-hour time to 24-hour, and
vice versa. Time is always a tricky topic to tackle but the girls have persevered and worked
steadily through calculating the conversions and working with time intervals.
Finally, a special mention must go out to the Year 6 girls who were working extremely hard over
the break with revision and study for their mock exams. These took place on the first day back
and the children did not disappoint. Well done girls, you are doing a fantastic job in preparing
for the real exams…keep it up!
Mrs Brown
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ENGLISH
The pupils have returned from Half Term full of energy and renewed vigour and have produced
some fabulous English work this week.
Year 6 pupils approached their Mock Exam Day with impressive enthusiasm, all declaring that it
was not as bad as they were expecting! They have done very well and the process has allowed us
to identify and focus on areas for further revision in the final weeks before they sit their
entrance exams.
Following on from a comprehension exercise in class this week about time travel based on
Madeleine L’Engle’s novel ‘A Wrinkle in Time’, pupils in Year 5 were given the task of thinking
about what they would do with their time if they never had to go to school or complete homework
again! Their homework task was to prepare a one-minute presentation to the class about this
conundrum. The audience was captivated by their wild and wonderful, and incredibly exciting,
plans and the pupils really enjoyed asking each other questions about their presentations.
Year 4 classes took part in a class debate/Conscience Alley this week. They worked in two groups
to formulate their arguments about whether the white lion cub should or should not be sent to
the circus. We discussed the power of language to persuade and our word of the week is
‘implore’… Parents, you have been warned!
Year 3 has had a rather exciting first week back in their English lessons. They started the week
looking at a firework display, and then created some rhyming poetry exploring creative language.
As they are now rattling through ‘The Twits’ at quite a pace, they had a very insightful debate
about how Mr Twit treats the animals.
A request please to look for any school library books which may still be at home after the Half
Term break and to return them to school on Monday. Thank you.
Mrs Beach

PERFORMING ARTS
Wow! What a first week back it has been in the Drama Department!
We have had so much fun fine-tuning our performances for the Grandparents' Tea Party, which
is being filmed on Tuesday 17th November. You will have received a letter this week with much
more information about this wonderful event. Thank you so much for your support in line learning
and dance practice at home - I am sure your homes are full of Revolting Rhymes and The
Jumblies!
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COMPETITION TIME!!!
We are going to be running a DVD cover design competition for the Grandparents’ Tea Party!
How exciting. We will be picking a few designs from across the school to grace the front of the
DVDs that will be coming home of this event. You will find within the Showbie Drama classes an
assignment to upload the entries to. Closing date - Friday 13th November.
Next week, Years 3, 4 and 5 will be coming home with some lines to learn for the Carol Service,
for which we will commence practice very shortly. How busy, fun and exciting the performance
calendar remains for Drama!
Wishing you all a wonderful weekend.
Mr Parton

SPORTS NEWS
Unfortunately, the children in Pre-Prep were unable to attend Loseley Park this week, however
we made the most of the beautiful crisp November weather and enjoyed orienteering around
school. The children were given a map of the school grounds and after a little introduction on
how to read a map, the children were ready to start. They were sent out to find control points
on the map and had to remember two letters written on the control point before running back
to base. The children were set the challenge to find all 9 control points in their teams in the
fastest possible time. They had time to come up with a team strategy on the order they would
collect the letters. The first team back with all the correct answers was declared the winner.
They had so much fun and I was so impressed, particularly with Year 1 for their map reading
skills.
Mrs McGuigan
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WE ARE OPEN. Well, sort of! As schools remain open,
we will do our utmost to continue offering our high service
levels for you, within Government regulations.
As of Thursday morning (5th November), whilst customers may not come in the store, we are
happy to be able to take orders via’ Click and Collect’ and ‘Phone and Collect’ for collection
from our Hersham store. Normal hours currently apply. We are, of course, continuing to offer
Courier to Home service.
For Click and Collect- please order online, an email will confirm when it is available for store
collection.
For Phone and Collect- please call the store on 01932 223075- we are happy to advise on
sizing, take phone orders and our Customer Management System will be accessible to enable us
to view your history.
Please note that customers are not allowed in store. Therefore, please come to the main store
entrance to collect your order. Returns and exchanges cannot be handled during the lockdown.
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FRIENDS OF ST HILARY’S NEWS
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WEEK’S MENU FOR w/c 9th November
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