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The sight of the Big Top on the field is simply spectacular and I am
sure that the boys and girls will have taken away many memories
from the day that the circus came to Godalming. Not fazed by the
torrential rain or mud, I am sure the adults will have also taken much
delight from the squeals of laughter and giggles from the children.
Special thanks go to Mrs Southon, Mrs Harmsworth and Miss Robins
for all your hard work in organising the event and your True Grit on
the day! It will be one that we will not forget for quite a while!
Harvest Festival assembly is always a special event in our school
calendar and this year we welcomed Kindergarten to attend for the
first time. Usually, as the academic year progresses, we invite these
younger pupils to join us as and when we feel they are ready as they
are still so young to sit still. Our guests, the Rev Jane Vlach from
St Peter and St Paul’s Church, Nancy Wilks and Sylvia Kelly from the
United Reformed Church, Helen Jackson from the Meath and I were
all incredibly impressed with their performance of the The Little
Bean but also their exemplary behaviour. Likewise, our Y6 Charity
Prefects, Daisy, Chloe and Bea also made a very positive impact when
they visited The Clockhouse Day Centre confidently chatting away

before distributing gifts. Well done everyone. I would also like to
take this opportunity to thank our parents for their generosity. The
donations will make a real difference to our friends at the Meath, in
their Cookery Club, to those who use the Clockhouse and the
children in The Gambia.
Indeed, it was a busy start to the week on Monday and the pace has
not slackened! It seems very difficult to believe that we are at Half
Term already despite the deterioration in the weather. The ‘Big Red
Staircase’ has been buzzing but I have also managed to find time to
visit different lessons and watch the teaching and learning in action.
As many of you will appreciate, children have very little sense of
time and as a result teaching time can be notoriously difficult!
However, Year 3CP confidently using their five times tables
knowledge to count past the hour and to the next one. Year 2B
compared numbers using signs to denote which were greater than
and less than and then demonstrated their understanding of nouns,
adjectives and adverbs in Grammar Disco! In LAMDA, Evie and
Ottilie (Y6) worked hard to get to grips with their piece, with Ms
Huckle and I could visibly see their confidence and posture (!)
improve as the lesson progressed.
This week, I have also met with our Year 6 girls for Interview
Practice as many of them will be interviewed as part of the 11+
process for senior school selection. Confident and articulate, the
girls have impeccable manners and have shown me that they are full
of knowledge and able to talk about an impressive range of
interesting subjects. The girls are working very hard and are on
track to do well in January, when the exams take place.
In between all this activity, my schedule has been as busy as usual
and Year 1GS visited my Study on their tour of the school, as they
worked out what happened in each part of the school. It was quite
difficult trying to explain to these discerning five and six year olds
what I do all day! There have been many individual visitors and I
hope that the photos below will give a small flavour of how proud the
boys and girls are to share their work. It was really lovely to hand
out the first of our new Buzzy Bee Awards to three pupils in
Assembly this morning. Well done Vera, Hongming and Eleanor!
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Safety is of paramount importance to us, as I have said many times
before. We have excellent security and procedures to ensure the
boys and girls stay safe. Please may I ask, that you close the gate
behind you when leaving the school premises and in no circumstances
let a child out, even if they ask you and are saying they are meeting
their parents, etc. The children are very young and can be easily
confused and no pupil is allowed to wait outside the gate
unsupervised.
I hope you have a super Half Term break and the boys and girls
recharge their batteries for when we return. Please note that all
pupils need to return to school in their winter uniform ready for the
changes in weather ahead. The clocks will have changed and it will
be dark much earlier. Please take extra care in the car park and on
your journey to school
I look forward to seeing you at the gate on Monday, 4th November.
It will be Christmas before we know it!
Mrs Jane Whittingham
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This morning the following Headmistress’ Award and Commendations were presented during
Assembly:
Headmistress’ Awards
Xanthe (Y6) – For fantastic entrepreneurial skills
Commendations
Chloe (Y5)– For showing great True Grit
Alice (Y1) – For a wonderful story written at home
Chloe E (Y2) – For excellent Maths work comparing numbers
Rosie (Y5)– For excellent effort in Maths
Rosy (Y2) – For a beautiful and creative story using fantastic vocabulary
Cutlery Award
Henry (RR) - For amazing table manners and for eating everything on his plate and trying
new foods
Darcie (RR) - For lovely table manners and overcoming her fear of eating in the Pepper Pot
Buzzy Bee Award
Hongming (Y3)
Vera (Y4)
Eleanor (Y6)
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NOTES FROM MRS CLARKE & MRS MITCHELL – DEPUTY HEADS
Thank you to everyone who joined us on Saturday, despite the pouring rain, for the FOSH Circus.
A huge thanks to Mrs Southon, Mrs Harmsworth and Miss Robins who worked tirelessly to make
it such a success!

Last week, the Charity Prefects, Bea, Daisy W and Chloe spoke in assembly explaining the
different Charities that were candidates for our school fundraising this year. During the course
of the week the children also had further opportunities to find out a little more about the
NSCPCC, Unicef, Save the Children and Shelter. The children were then able to vote! I am
delighted to say that this year’s main charity will be Unicef.
Paddington Bear and Unicef have a joint initiative at the moment. For further details please
see: https://www.unicef.org.uk/corporate-partners/paddington/
Kindergarten started the assembly with some magical singing! A huge thank you to all the
children for bringing in a selection of foods and stationery. The stationery will be travelling to
the Gambia, whilst some foods have already gone to the Clockhouse in Godalming, the rest will
be used by the residents of The Meath in their baking club.
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This term, the children have had the opportunity to play chess, enjoy drama as well as broaden
their minds with Philosophy. Miss Hall and Year 3 enjoyed exploring learning how to form open
and beyond questions with a picture of some duckling’s as their stimuli. Let’s hope Mrs
Longbottom is able to get some more duckling eggs next year!

Congratulations to Grace in 5L who was the winner of the ‘International Award Flag’ competition.
We hope the winning design will be turned into a flag that we will use on our school flag pole in
recognition of our recent full accreditation International Award status. Well done, Grace; what
a fantastic design!

Mrs Plaistowe and Mrs Streatfeild have been very busy creating a very helpful ‘Maths Pack’ for
each child in Year 2. These are jam packed with resources and activity suggestions for the
children to do at home and to enhance the children's understanding of the topics covered at
school. Depending on the success of the Math’s Packs, we hope that similar packs will be coming
out soon for Year 1 and Year 3!
Mrs Mitchell
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PRE-PREP NOTES FROM MRS HILLERY

The boys and girls in Year 1 have been particularly creative this week and have really enjoyed
working together. In English, they used the ‘Harvest’ theme to produce some collaborative
acrostic poems using adjectives. The children particularly loved the culmination of this half
term’s Computing lessons, by filming each other being TV chefs. Their explanations of how to
make a jam sandwich was both informative and entertaining! Their geographical studies this
term have been about our local area and the children kept it very local, looking at the different
uses of areas around our school. They enjoyed climbing the big red staircase and had a warm
invitation into Mrs Whittingham’s study, to see what she gets up to! The boys and girls were
especially excited when they visited The Hive and worked in pairs or small groups to build a
model of St Hilary’s, using Lego. You may spot the big red staircase and Mrs Whittingham in her
office in one of the photos! After such a busy week, the children are just about ready for a
well-earned break!
It’s been another busy week in Year 2! In Science we finished off our work on habitats by
completing the super dioramas. We were being practical in DT too – making the long-awaited
biscuits that the children had been designing this half term. The children chose an explorer to
make a biscuit for and added suitable ingredients and thought hard about a fitting design. We
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hope they tasted as good as they looked! In English we have been looking at how to write an
exciting story and we were impressed by the Space themed ones that the children wrote.
Studying Neil Armstrong in History has really caught their imagination. We are excited to have
the Maths Packs ready to hand out – there are lots of suggestions of how to use the equipment
but please don’t hesitate to get in touch, if you have any questions.

2B have been busy researching and designing biscuit packaging and logos. They got to make
their biscuits and were delighted with the results!
Mrs Hillery
Page |8

Friday Notes – 18th October 2019

NOTES FROM MRS HILLERY – HEAD OF EYFS

In Nursery the children have had a lovely week! They have been busy finishing off their topic
‘All About Me’. Activities have included exploring with soap foam, role play with the dolls and
prams and have had fun playing with the dinosaurs.
The Kindergarten children have been taking part in lots of activities this week as part their
continuing topic ‘Wonderful World’. They have had fun listening to an around the world story
sack and had fun with numbers, estimating and making number lines.
On Monday, the children really enjoyed singing in the Harvest Festival Assembly. The ‘Bean’
song was a particular favourite and all the children sang so well!
Please may you sign up to see your child’s Key Person for our Parent consultations. Lists are in
KP and the Nursery cloakrooms, thank you.

Reception have been very busy, too! In Literacy and our circle times we have been reflecting on
last week's trip to Wisley Gardens. The children shared their experiences with each other, then
put pen to paper to write and draw about their favourite part. Also in Literacy, the children
took part in an Autumn walk around the school linked to our topic 'All About Me'. Using their
senses they had to document what they saw, touched and smelled around the school grounds,
the children adored the colours on the big tree near the school gates.
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In Mathematics we have been concentrating on measurement and capacity. The children became
Maths Detectives and in partners they used large Lego bricks to measure how tall they were.
This sparked a lot of conversations about who was the tallest in the class. For capacity the
children had to make an estimation of which container held the most liquid. They were shown a
thin tall bottle and a short wide container. Most of the children were surprised by the outcome
and wanted to complete the experiment over and over again to test out their theory - Well done
Reception!
In Understanding of the World the children discussed what it would be like if you lost one of
your senses, in this instance it was sight. The children showed great empathy, respect and
knowledge to this topic and participated in an interactive session with a partner. They guided
them blindfolded safely around a variety of obstacles by using their voices and touch.
Afterwards, during our reflection, the children spoke about the use of guide dogs and the
feelings they felt when they could not see.
It was lovely to also to welcome Mrs Powell our EYFS Governor to Reception for the morning
yesterday. She was very keen to see what the children had been up to this half term and how
they had been settling in. We also had a fascinating visit from Mrs Atkins who came to speak to
the children about Diwali. She showed us different decorations, Diva lamps and told us about
fireworks the different foods that they eat. Mrs Atkins looked magnificent, wearing traditional
dress and she gave the children bhindis. Thank you, Mrs Atkins!
We would all like to wish you a very happy and relaxing half term and we look forward to
welcoming you all back to school on Monday, 4th November where our topic will change to 'People
who Help Us'.

I hope all the children have a lovely half term break!
Mrs Hillery

P a g e | 10

Friday Notes – 18th October 2019

CELEBRATIONS
The following boys and girls were proud to be awarded a certificate for Pupil of the
Week:
RR – Lucy - For excellent measuring skills in Mathematics
RE - Finley – For working so hard to practice writing his name independently
1GS – Rocky – For a super attitude and diligence
1H - Freddie for becoming a more confident reader
2B - Georgina - For her excellent effort with her writing this week
2P – George B - For excellent work on Neil Armstrong

CURRICULUM INFORMATION
ART
Year 1 produced some stunning chalky pastel interpretations of fireworks, they also enjoyed
learning about, or for some extending their knowledge, of Guy Fawkes.
Year 2 were very engrossed when making some autumnal clay apples
Year 3 are incredibly proud of their mixed media pots, made using charcoal, paint, collage and
printmaking.
Year 4 and 5 have done a great job of wrapping the rainforest trees in yarn, a tricky process
which involved good teamwork.

CHARITY
Thank you to everyone for their generous donations at the beginning of the week which made
the Harvest Festival a huge success. Our visitors, Helen Jackson from The Meath, Sylvia
Kelley and Nancy Wilks from The United Reform Church and our Reverend Jane Vlach were
overwhelmed by the response. We will be sharing news of how the donations are distributed
with the pupils over the coming weeks. On Tuesday our wonderful charity prefects, Daisy, Bea
and Chloe, delivered donations to The Clockhouse for their lovely cafe. The girls spent time
with some of the members and enjoyed hearing stories of Godalming and its history.
Mrs Davidge
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SPORTS NEWS
U11A
Won: 8-6
Captain: Ella M
Most Valuable Player: Ella M
It was a very exciting game St Hilary’s vs. St. Catherine’s. The score was 8-6 to St. Hilarys.
By end of the first quarter we were at 3-3 and we had a strong second quarter and then kept
the lead till the end. The passing was fast and the movement was good. We all had lots of fun
playing and we were all determined to win. Well done to everyone who took part, you all did
very well and thank you for all the parents supporting and the PE staff for organising the
netball match.
Captain: Ella Moss

Tuesday 15th October
U11A-C Netball v St Catherine’s (Home)
U11B
Lost: 4-6
Captain: Evie P
Most Valuable Player: Chloe T

On Tuesday 15th we had a netball match against St Catherine’s it was a lovely sunny afternoon
but it was still a bit chilly. The score was 6-4 to St Catherine’s and the player of the match
was Chloe but everyone played brilliantly. Well done B team!
U11C
Lost: 7-0
Captain: Lily L
Most Valuable Player: Lily L
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On Tuesday 15th October the St Hilary’s C team played a netball match against St Catherine’s.
The girls showed get resilience in the lovely sunshine but sadly lost 7-0.
C Team Captain – Lily L

Wednesday 16th October
U11A+B Netball v Amesbury
U11A
Won 11-3
Captain: Pippa S
Most Valuable Player: Ella M
On Wednesday 16th October the U11 A went to Amesbury. We played on their astro court. It
was a good game with our attackers playing well and our shooters on target. Our defenders
(Daisy W and Millie B) did some great intercepting! Amesbury tried hard but we kept going
for the ball and had good possession. In the end we won the match, 11-3
Well done to everyone who played!
Captain: Pippa S
U11B
Won 7-3
Captain: Francesca L
Most Valuable Player: Bea K

It was a close game but St Hilary’s beat Amesbury by 4 goals.
Our team worked really well on passing the ball up to the goal so the shooters could score as
many goals as possible. I would like to give a special mention to Tilda who put a lot of effort
into intercepting many of the passes, also to Emily for her ability to feed the ball to Centre.
We all thank the Coaches for organising this Match.
Francesca L
Mrs McGuigan
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FRIENDS OF ST HILARY’S NEWS
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WEEK’S MENU FOR w/c 4th NOVEMBER
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