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The final week of this half term has come upon us rather quickly and
indeed, it has been both action-packed and happy. It goes without
saying that we have all very much enjoyed and appreciated the
increased sense of normality within School. However, we continue to
carefully monitor the situation regarding COVID-19 and our primary
concern remains focussed on keeping our School community as safe as
possible.
Our busy week has culminated in the opening of the Nest, our
Wellbeing room. Situated above the Art room, the Nest has been
designed by Mrs Wilson (Isabella, Y5 and Lexi Y4) and looks nothing
like our classroom spaces! Calm and airy, with little lights studded
into the walls, it is a very special place indeed. Our thanks go to FOSH
for their generous contribution to the project; the Nest will benefit
all the boys and girls and be a space in which we can guide and support
them to develop resilience to cope with difficult times. The Nest was
opened by The Mayor of Godalming, Councillor Michael Steel and we
were pleased to be joined by past Mayors and other distinguished

guests along with our Head Pupil, Deputy Head Pupils, Anti- Bullying
Prefects and Senior Prefects.
It has been wonderful to hear the School alive with music and Mrs
Purcell, Head of Music and her team are buzzing! The Tea Time
Concert, a favourite in our School Calendar, was a delightful treat and
Mrs Mitchell, the audience, and I enjoyed a very special afternoon of
entertainment. The Tea Time Concert has always been reserved for
first time or young performers, in terms of learning their instrument
and not chronological age. It is really quite remarkable that many of
these pupils started lessons in Lockdown and congratulations go to our
peripatetic team for their expertise and encouragement. The boys
and girls performed with confidence and it is always fascinating to see
the level of concentration needed to achieve their personal best. Well
done, everyone.
We were delighted that our Harvest Festival, another traditional
event in our School calendar, was able to go ahead this week. Thank
you very much indeed for your generous gifts which will be distributed
to The Clockhouse in Milford, the Meath Epilepsy Charity in
Godalming, and a primary school in The Gambia. I was incredibly proud
of our Nursery and Kindergarten children who joined us in assembly
for the very first time and who sang and behaved impeccably. It is
difficult to believe that some of these children are only two years old!
Our guests, Helen from the Meath, Elvina from The Clockhouse, Mrs
Wilkes from Godalming United Church and Reverend Canon John
Harkin from St Peter’s and St Paul’s Church were equally impressed.
Congratulations also go to Lily and Lucia, Y6, our Charity Prefects who
entertained our guests in the Front Sitting room after the assembly,
and then delivered the produce to The Clockhouse with such maturity
and confidence.
We are very proud of you girls and your
Commendation is justly deserved. My thanks go to Mrs Byrd and Mrs
Eshelby who organised our Harvest Festival and for ensuring that it
ran so smoothly.
Over the last fortnight I have visited Cranmore School and Lord
Wandsworth School, Hook, as we continue to build on our substantial
repertoire of Senior Schools that our boys and girls have the
opportunity to move on to. We work very closely with our families as
we prepare their son / daughter for senior school and I do not feel in
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a position to recommend a School having not visited it for some time.
Both schools are very different but impressive in their own right.
Good luck to those boys and girls competing at the National Modern
Biathlon Championships, in Bath this week. I am sure that this will be
an amazing experience and a fantastic opportunity for you to showcase
the hard work you have put in as well as your talent. Go for it! Miss
Higgins and I are looking forward to seeing you there either on
Saturday or Sunday depending on the day that you are competing. As
I have previously commented it has been a very busy start to the
academic year and the children (and staff!) are ready for the break.
I hope that the boys and girls have the opportunity to recharge their
batteries, whether you be home or away. It may, of course, be an
ideal opportunity for our younger pupils to practise dressing
independently and in particular buttons! We look forward to seeing
you on Monday 1st November as we race towards a very exciting time
of the year in School – Christmas.
Mrs Jane Whittingham
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This morning the following Commendations and Awards were presented during Assembly:
Commendations
Lucia (Y6) – For representing St Hilary’s beautifully with our guests after the Harvest
Assembly and then at The Clockhouse
Lily H (Y6) - For representing St Hilary’s beautifully with our guests after the Harvest
Assembly and then at The Clockhouse
Harry (Y5) – For successfully completing the 1100 High Frequency words in Sight Reading
Philip (Y5) – For excellent writing including powerful verbs and adverbs
Maggie (Y5) - For excellent writing including powerful verbs and adverbs
Bronwyn (Y5) – For outstanding long multiplication with decimals
Alexa (Y4) – For outstanding Verbal Reasoning work this Half Term
Isla (Y6) – For pushing herself to produce really imaginative work, putting all round
tremendous effort in this half term with very good results
Rebecca (Y6) - For pushing herself to produce really imaginative work, putting all round
tremendous effort in this half term with very good results
Lexi (Y6) - For pushing herself to produce really imaginative work, putting all round
tremendous effort in this half term with very good results
Pull It Out The Bag
Felix C (Y2) – For super independent comprehension work this week
Felix H-P (Y2) – For an independent story about a trip to Space
Buzzy Bee Learner
Zsa Zsa (YR) – For putting in 100% when approaching tasks with positivity
Stephanie (Y2) – For consistent and amazing effort in all lessons
True Friend Band
George (RCH) – For using initiative to help others in need
Imogen (RR) – For always being kind and considerate to others
Do It Yourself
Lily (Y4) – For brilliant independent work in English
Lexi (Y3) – For organising all her many belongings and bags with no help required
Kindness Bucket
Zander (Y3) – For finding a homework diary and putting it on child's desk
Matilda (Y3) – For always willing and keen to help anyone in need!
Personal Best Moment
Veero-Loi (YR) - For persistently working on her listening skills
Alexa (Y4) – For a fabulous explanation of Chinese New Year to 4H
True Grit
Martha (Y5) – for not giving up with long multiplication
Hermione (Y2) – For brilliant work in Drama recently
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NOTES FROM MRS MITCHELL – DEPUTY HEAD
We have completed another packed week! Reception enjoyed their first day trip exploring RHS
Wisley, whilst Year 5 were buzzing after their visit to Winchester Science Musem. We have
had a large number of fixtures inlcuding the U7’s first boys and girls football match. Gym Squad
have also been choregraphing their routines ready for competion. Mrs Purcell organsied a
wonderful musical afternoon Teatime concert and we were delighted to have so many of our
Year 5 and 6 boys and girls take part in the Harry Potter STEAM event on Saturday. Activities
included: making Hufflepuff Puffer potion and Slytherin Snot, creating the golden snitch,
designing a magical hat, building a shelter to protect Hedwig from the storm and also using lego
to create an inspired Harry Potter landscape. It was also super to meet Mr South’s, robotic
Hagrid. My thanks to all the staff who made this morning so magical!
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Celebration assembly is always a special time at the end of the week to recognise our pupils
achievements and successes. Congratulations to all of our pupils who have embraced all that
school life has to offer at St. Hilary’s.

Sunday, marked World Mental Health Day. Mrs Whittingham reminded the children that; ‘We
will always care for them, listen to them, take what they say seriously and encourage them to
do the things they enjoy doing.’
During the Year 6 Wellbeing lesson the children discussed
mental and physial health. They produced some fabulous work, learnt what it meant to others
and were able to provide some useful tips!
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We also had a very special Harvest Assembly. Thank you to the St. Hilary’s Community who
donated so many wonderful items for Meath, the ClockHouse and for a primary school in The
Gambia.

This week we were incredibly excited to open our new wellbeing room, ‘The Nest.’
Congratulations to the Senior Prefects; Isla, Anya, Lily M, Feli, Isabelle, Abigail and Elena who
created a beautiful gratitude journal to commemorate this very special day.
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I thoroughly enjoyed seeing Year 2 create their Dioramas. They were able to go into great
detail about the habitats they had built. In Phonics, the children were learning to read and
write words containing the graphemes kn- and gn-. They needed to be detectives to find the
words in an exciting passage called, ‘The Tale of the Knight and the Gnome.’ They then played
a memory matching card game and discoveed what a gnu was!

Our friends at
Jubilee received
the fabulous
picture made by
kindergarten!

Page |9

Dear St Hilary’s,
Thank you so much for the wonderful picture the
children made, it is just beautiful.
Please tell the children, we are just so thrilled to
receive it 🙂 it really brightened up our day. It will be
proudly displayed in our dining room.
Best wishes
Heidi and all at Jubilee House
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Our School Council have been busy creating their classroom
suggestion boxes. Well done to Isaac (Y3) and Lexie and Lily (Y4)
who shared their boxes and also the ideas and thoughts of the
pupils who had written notes in them. Congratulations also to our
President, Elena, Vice President, Ione, Secretary, Isabelle and
Fourth Member, Millie who showed excellent communications skills
leading this meeting.
Mrs Mitchell

PRE-PREP NOTES FROM MRS HILLERY
Although it’s the final week of this half-term, the enthusiasm for learning shows no let-up and
the children in Year 1 have continued to work incredibly hard. In English, the boys and girls had
great fun looking at photos of themselves when they were babies and toddlers. They wrote
about the different things they could or couldn’t do when they were younger, which supported
the Topic on ‘Ourselves’. They also continued their Animaphonics learning, enjoying the actions
and practising their letter formations. In Maths, the children practised place value with two
digit numbers and also counting on in 1s. In Science, they looked at life cycles of humans and
animals and enjoyed studying the differences. In their Gym lesson, the boys and girls worked
on the progression from rolling to vaulting as well as balancing and jumping. In ICT the children
had great fun filming themselves making sandwiches, which was the culmination of the
algorithms they have been working on. The children’s love for learning is so impressive. They
have all worked incredibly hard this half term and thoroughly deserve (and need!) a well-earned
break.
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Year 2 have had another busy week and are certainly ready for half term! In English we have
been looking at the graphemes kn- and gn- and the children enjoyed playing a memory game to
practise reading words such as gnome, knowledge, knee and gnu. I wonder if they can remember
what a gnu is? We also focused on comprehension skills this week, looking for answers in a text
and using inference to show understanding. In Maths the children became problem solvers,
solving a Sudoku style challenge with each row and column totalling 60 represented by shapes
which were assigned a certain value. We then moved on to solving addition using a number line
and consolidating understanding of 1 more/less and 10 more/less than 2 and 3 digit numbers.
In DT the children evaluated their biscuit design from last week, considering what was
successful and what they would change if they were to make them again. We all became space
explorers in Topic this week. The children first learnt about Neil Armstrong’s achievements and
why he is such an important figure in History. They then considered what they would pack for a
3 month trip into space, discussing the importance of items, their weight, longevity and
usefulness. Our handwriting this week has focused on the zig zag letter family; v, w, x and z as
well as recapping which letters belong to each letter family.
We are so proud of all the effort the children have put into their work this half term, what a
super start to Year 2. We hope you all enjoy a well deserved break! The Nativity script has been
sent home today. Please help your child to highlight their lines and learn them as rehearsals will
begin as soon as we return.
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Mrs Hillery

EYFS NOTES FROM MRS HILLERY
The Nursery children have had a wonderful week and enjoyed their last week learning all about
colours, and this week, the children have been learning all about the colour green. The Nursery
children also enjoyed taking part in this year’s Harvest Assembly, singing the bean song and
helping take all the very generous donations in. We hope you all have a lovely half term break
and we look forward to seeing you in November.

The children in Kindergarten thoroughly enjoyed attending the Harvest Festival this week. They
sat beautifully during the assembly and enjoyed listening to stories all about harvest time. They
then carried all their generous donations to the stage to display them (thank you very much
parents!).
We made a giant spider web in the Kindergarten using various different tapes, this was explored
by the children as they pretended to be spiders spinning webs and then flies trying not to get
stuck in the sticky web! The children have been very creative whilst continuing our transport
topic, cutting, sticking and collaging some beautiful hot air balloons. We have also enjoyed lots
of sunny spells and fun in the garden. The children have all settled beautifully this term and
we’ve all thoroughly enjoyed spending time with them and getting to know all their little
personalities.
We wish you all a very happy half term!
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It is hard to believe the children will be on half term next week. It is true that time really does
fly when you are having fun. What a successful half term. Every child should be commended. A
whole year group of super stars!
As the children consolidate their learning, we increasingly see their confidence grow. It is joyous
hearing the buzz of happy learners responding with such positivity towards the increasing
challenges of Reception. There is much excitement as the children demonstrate increasing
phonemic knowledge. They are increasingly recognising letters in their reading books and in text
around the school. In addition, many are orally blending words and reading them too. The
children’s writing skills strengthen, with the focus on ensuring correct letter formation.
In mathematics, Reception have been astute, using their number sense to estimate how many
objects in a set. They transferred their knowledge, guessing how many dots on a dice. They used
fingers to match the dots on a dice. They have enjoyed partner work and big group games in the
garden. Reception are working to explain their mathematical thinking using full sentences. They
began exploring the concept of ‘one more’. The children tested to see if total groups of numbers
can be represented in different ways. They experimented with number bonds. The children
concluded that you can reach a total in a variety of ways. Great work Reception, this reflects
your growing understanding of what the numbers you are learning about actually represent.
Our topic has been hugely successful with the children engaging in a variety of activities
designed to build their sense of self. Next half term we deepen their understanding and begin
looking to others as we explore ‘People Who Help Us’. The children will explore many different
ways others contribute to our lives. Have a wonderful half term!

Mrs Hillery
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CELEBRATIONS
The following boys and girls were proud to be awarded a certificate for Pupil of the
Week:
RR – Bridget - For fantastic estimation skills in Mathematics.
RCH –Ishir – For persistently working on his listening skills
1H –India – For working so hard on phonics and reading
1H – Rose H – For consistently working hard and well
1GS – Harry – For a positive attitude and great effort in lessons
1GS – Elise – For good listening & a greater effort with handwriting
2B – Kheevi-Loi - For constantly being an excellent role model
2B – Jasper – For excellent effort and determination this week
2E – Lochlan – For working hard to solve more / less than problems
2E –Harry – For consistent enthusiasm towards his learning

CURRICULUM INFORMATION
MUSIC
The music department has had a wonderfully busy half term. Our exciting orchestra has been
working hard in our early morning rehearsals; we have such an exciting variety of instruments
and it’s wonderful to see children from different year groups coming together to make music.
Our busy bees choir have enjoyed learning a song about a strange monster that lives by the
river…that turns out to be a much less scary creature than first thought! Our Junior choir are
showing such maturity with their singing and stage presence and our Senior choir have been
working on some beautiful harmonies in their pieces. We were able to celebrate some of our
individual musicians at our Tea Time concert this Monday afternoon. It was such a privilege to
be able to listen to children who are already so accomplished at such a young age. We are very
lucky at St Hilary’s to have such a talented team of peripatetic teachers who support our pupils
in their individual music journeys. Our Harvest assembly on Wednesday was another chance to
enjoy the wonderful music our children make. Their singing and playing was a real celebration. A
fantastic start to our year; look out for many more musical opportunities coming up next half
term!
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Mrs Purcell

PSCHE
Personal, Social, Citizenship Health and Economic (PSCHE) Education is a school curriculum
subject in England that focuses on strengthening the knowledge, skills, and connections to keep
children healthy and safe and prepare them for life and work.
At St. Hilary’s we aim to provide our boys and girls with the knowledge, understanding, attitudes
and practical skills to live healthily, safely, productively and responsibly. To be the citizens of
the future. We have our ‘Prince George Award’ Scheme that runs through the Prep Years and
supports this development. Alongside this, timetabled PSCHE lessons as well as Philosophy,
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Form Time, Buddy Time and for Year 6 a specific Wellbeing session all provide a robust learning
programme for the children.
Last week, ahead of World Mental Health Day, our Year 4s questioned their understanding,
their own feelings and other’s. A main focus for this term’s PSCHE is looking at healthy
relationships. Reception have been learning all about themselves this half term. They have
discussed their feelings and the different ways we express them. They worked in teams to
share a book taking turns to talk, ensuring only one voice spoke at a time, listening to others
opinions and voice their own.

In Year 6 PSCHE this week, they looked at interview technique, building on work done during
Enrichment sessions on 'Who Do You Think You Are'. The children have discussed interview
strategies and etiquette as well as small and whole group discussions based on thought provoking
quotations and artwork.
Mrs Mitchell

SPORTS NEWS
As half term creeps upon us, the sports staff were discussing how lucky we’ve been with the
weather over the last 6 weeks; the summer might not have been all sun-tan lotion and cocktails
but the journey through Autumn has been a gentle one for all sport teachers in the South East.
At the end of last week, the Year 2 sport practise ‘clubbers’ played Greenfield in 4 matches of
football. It was a great afternoon and fantastic to see them put so many of their skills into
competitive match scenarios. It was also fabulous to have such great parent support from the
side lines; some may say the atmosphere was similar to that of the Kop, at Anfield, on Derby
Day! We came out with 3 wins and 1 loss. All of those who participated should be really proud of
what they achieved.
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The fun doesn’t stop there for Year 2 with another round of football fixtures today at
Pennthorpe. This time, involving the whole year group. We look forward to sharing the results
with you when we return after half term.
Our U10 boys travelled to Frensham Heights on Wednesday for another round of football.
Birthday boy George was our captain for the day and lead the team finely to a 2-0 victory. A
brilliant way to end the half term.
Our U9A-D girls welcomed St Catherine’s on Tuesday with another tough round of netball
fixtures. They were unable to pick up a win but fought valiantly and took much experience from
the afternoon.
Our U10D netball team fought hard against Bedales to earn a 5-5 draw with Amaara captaining
the side and taking the Player of the Match award- congratulations! Our U10C team just missed
out on a victory in the same fixture with Orla taking Player of the Match.
It’s the IAPS Biathlon Finals in Bath this weekend and what an exciting event to be participating
in. Good luck to Scarlett, Felicity, Zachary, Amaya, Lucia, Pip, Rosie, Isabella, Sofia and Lydia.
No doubt, you will do St Hilary’s proud! We look forward to sharing the results with you after
half term.
Mrs Lovesey & Mr Don-Carolis
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WEEK’S MENU FOR w/c 1st November
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