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ST HILARY’S AND THE PHILOSOPHER’S STONE

If you could take a potion that would always make you happy, would you?
Miss Hall
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I always enjoying greeting boys and girls at the gate in the morning
but this morning was particularly special, despite the grey, drizzly
weather. I was greeted by a couple of grandparents who told me
how much they enjoyed reading the Friday Notes and how it has
become a highlight of the week to see what the children have been
doing. Thank you. It made my day.
Indeed, it has been another very busy week, on many fronts. I have
spoken with many of our local senior school Heads this week to
receive verbal feedback on the performance of our Year 6 girls in
their Senior School Entrance exams. Whilst I am not in a position to
publish the results yet, as one of the pupils has yet to take her
exam, I can reveal that I am grinning from ear to ear and incredibly
proud. Well done to all of them and especially the staff who have all
significantly contributed to their success.

We hugely value the relationships we have with our senior schools
and continually strive to establish new links with schools further
afield, as necessary, in order to find the best fit for our pupils as
they leave St Hilary’s. To that end we are already forging links with
schools for our boys and a number of visits are in my diary over the
forthcoming weeks. This week I visited Eton College. The visit was
both useful and informative and although I was not surprised it was
reassuring to hear the levels, etc. required are no different to what
our girls currently achieve.
The pupils have been a great distraction this week and the ‘Big Red
Staircase’ has been rather congested at times as pupils make their
way to share their news and work. I have been impressed with the
regular Science, Technology, Arts and Maths projects that the boys
and girls are doing and particularly enjoyed listening to Scarlet’s
(Y5) explanation regarding the ‘grabber’ she had made. Articulate
and confident she concluded by saying, ’I want to be an engineer
when I grow up’ – go for it Scarlet, I think it would be a fantastic
career option for you.
Congratulations go to the Sports Department who have had a very
busy, successful week and we are now looking forward to our
inaugural Ski Trip, in Easter 2021. Very exciting. Indeed, there is
much to look forward to and as I watched Y6P doing their assembly I
took a moment to reflect. The time goes so quickly and it does not
seem five minutes since these girls were in Kindergarten and yet
they have accomplished so much during that time!
Have a good weekend. I look forward to seeing you at the gate on
Monday morning.
Mrs Jane Whittingham
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This morning the following Headmistress’ Award and Commendations were presented during
Assembly:
Headmistress’ Awards
Katy (Y5) – For outstanding progress in English
Commendations
Janusa (Y5) – For a detailed homework on properties of materials
Rose (Y4) – For using STEM skills to build a calendar and mechanical box using a
complicated kit
Scarlet (Y5) – For using STEM skills to build a grabber using a complicated kit
Hettie (Y3) – For outstanding progress in English
Sebastian (RE) – For fantastic creativity in making an Arctic Scene at home
Maggie (3)- For making and putting together a pompom buzzy bee
Amelia (Y3) – For writing and illustrating a story independently at home
Edie (Y3) - For writing and illustrating a story independently at home
Isabelle (Y4) – For using her initiative to create an English book reinforcing the English
learning in Year 4
True Friend Band
Katie (Y3)
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NOTES FROM MRS CLARKE & MRS MITCHELL – DEPUTY HEADS
Year 2 kicked off their Monday with a fabulous trip to Marwell Zoo. There were definitely a
few ‘Taking a Risk’ (TAR) moments as the children managed to come face to face with a very
large snake!

Year 1 visited Milestone museum and loved exploring and playing with the old toys.

Congratulations to 6P who performed an outstanding assembly
on Wednesday morning. The children oozed pride in their
school and there were a few tears from 6B as they watched
their peers re-enact their time at St. Hilary’s. It certainly was
a trip down memory lane and a striking reminder of how far the
children have come socially, emotionally and…in height!
Pupils continue to bring in some incredible work using the
Curiosity Club platform. Grace F researched and created a
superb ‘Archimedes screw.’ Grace was able to explain that this
was originally invented to find a solution for overflowing rain
water coming from the hull of a ship but later became a tool
for irrigation.
Mrs Mitchell
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PRE-PREP NOTES FROM MRS HILLERY
The boys and girls in Year 1 took a step back in time this week, with their trip to Milestones
Museum. This amazing site is home to a wonderfully vintage indoor ‘town’, full of artefacts and
memorabilia from past times. The children, who have been studying the topic of Toys, had a
chance to experience life in the past, with hands-on exhibits, including the very popular old
penny arcade. The boys and girls marvelled at the money, machines and amusements, such as
puppet shows, racing cars and sweet grabbers. They also experienced traditional games dating
back decades, including Grandmother’s Footsteps, hopscotch and dominoes.

Year 2 were incredibly lucky to have a beautifully crisp and sunny day at Marwell Zoo on Monday.
They enjoyed a workshop, learning about a variety of animals and having the opportunity to touch
snakes and hissing cockroaches. The children focused on gathering penguin facts for the books
they will be writing in English and enjoyed spotting a wonderful variety of beautiful animals
throughout the day. In Maths, we have been looking at number bonds and how we can use our
knowledge of these to help with mental calculations. The children have enjoyed learning more
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about the Great Fire of London, as our assembly practise has got well under way. In RS, the
children enjoyed learning about the Qur’an and the rules Muslims follow when reading it. We
finished the week having a wild time during Scholarship Day; the children loved
the explorers theme and were excited to collect their passport stamps as they completed
activities.

Mrs Hillery

NOTES FROM MRS HILLERY – HEAD OF EYFS

In Nursery the children have been busy learning all about Winter. They have decorated beautiful
Jack Frost wands, explored ice and had fun making ‘splodgy’ paintings.
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The Kindergarten children have been spending time with their key person as part of our Spring
Term assessing. They have been having fun with maths and have been recognising numbers and
sequencing number lines. The children have also practised writing their names and drew a person,
as well as having fun talking about shapes. During Sport with Miss Hall, the children enjoyed
playing the lily pad game, where they had to jump in and out of the hoops. On Friday, the children
made some paper lanterns and have started to paint and add the finishing touches to their clay
snowmen.
It has been another busy week and our Reception children have been amazing number
detectives. We have been learning all about number bonds to 10, doubling and halving this
week. The children have enjoyed carrying out practical activities to support their learning and
have started to write number sentences to show their understanding. They are very good at
recognising + and = signs, and can show these using their arms too! We have also learned some
songs to help us.
In Literacy we have continued to explore the Polar Regions and as we imagined exploring the
world with The Snail and The Whale, we discussed and wrote down what we may need to take
with us if we were to visit the South Pole. We then travelled to the Arctic to learn more about
Polar Bears and had fun labelling their features. Using chalks and black paper, the children have
drawn their own pictures of Polar Bears and extended their discussions by asking why Polar
Bears have certain features. We agreed it wouldn't be easy for a Polar Bear to zip up their coat
and pop on a hat if they are chilly!
With Chinese New Year being celebrated on Saturday, we have worked as a team to create our
very own Chinese Dragons. We have been finding out about the traditions of this celebration
and created our own dragon dance. The children also had a go at writing a Chinese New Year
message, which we hope you enjoyed.

Mrs Hillery

Page |8

Friday Notes – 24th January 2020

CELEBRATIONS
The following boys and girls were proud to be awarded a certificate for Pupil of the
Week:
RR – Darcie – For super independence and a lovely approach to her learning
RE - Sienna - for using her phonic knowledge to produce a super piece of writing about Polar
Regions.
1G – Gabriella – For an excellent account of our trip to Milestones Museum
1H –Orlie- For writing independently about our trip to Milestones Museum
2B - Heidi for her determination and focus during our Maths lessons this week
2P – Orlando for excellent focus and hard work during our English project

CURRICULUM INFORMATION
MATHS
This week our Year 3 children have been learning how to use Bar Models with Mrs Brown.
These are particularly useful when we are tackling tricky word problems. They help us turn the
words in to maths!

Mrs Brown
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SPORTS NEWS
Tuesday 21st January
U11 B/C v St Catherine’s

We played St. Catherine’s C Team at their Sports Ground.
It was a very close game and our team played really well
together, with good passing, court coverage and effort. Eve
played well deserving player of the match, with accurate scoring
from Alexandrina and Lyra.
It stayed close until late in the game when St. Catherine’s scored
the winning goal.
Thank you to the parents and staff who were there to support
us on what was a cold evening – thank goodness they had an inside
court!!
St Catherine’s 3
St Hilary’s
2
Player of the Match - Eve
Captain Alexandrina L

U11 B/C Netball v St Catherine’s

We played St. Catherine’s B Team on their indoor court.
The game was fast and very close, with our team playing
very well with accurate passing and good
defending. Emily, as centre, was a whirlwind around the
court linking up well with Francesca (player of the
match) with good passing to the attackers. Evie scoring
twice was on great form.
In the end St. Catherine’s edged ahead despite good
defending by Winnie.
We would like to thank the parents for their support
and staff for their coaching.
St Catherine’s 3
St Hilary’s
2
Player of the Match - Francesca
Captain - Francesca L
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Wednesday 22nd January
U8-U11 A&B Swimming Gala V St Catherine’s

On Wednesday we had such an exciting and
intense swimming gala against St Catherine’s
in Bramley. This was always going to be a close
swimming gala and it didn’t disappoint. The
individual races were all very close
particularly our U8’s who are growing in
confidence with each gala. It was during the
relays that St Hilary’s really excelled winning
nearly every race. The parents and children
nearly took the roof down cheering the
squadron relay which ended in a dead draw as
it was too close to call. Swimming is really
developing at St Hilary’s and this is down to
the hard-work the swimmers are putting in
during their early morning swim sessions. We
are very much looking forward to a repeat
performance at St Teresa’s next week.

Thursday 23rd January
U11 A & B Netball v Danes Hill
U11A Score – Won 11-4
Captain – Charlie H
Player of the Match – Millie B
On Thursday 23rd we played a match against Danes hill
on a cold day. This was a fast moving and tense match
because at one point we were a goal away from Danes Hill.
The player of the match was Millie B. We won by 7 the
final score was 11 - 4 to us.
By Charlie H
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U11B
Score – Won 8-6
Captain – Grace. I
Player of the Match – Tahlia. S
The U11B team had a very tight match against Danes Hill B team.
It was a very fast game with some great passing and moving down
the court ensuring the shooters were receiving the ball in the
circle. It was only in the last quarter that St Hilary’s went ahead
and won the game. Well done to Tahlia. S for player of the match.

U9 A-C V Barrow Hills
U9A – Won 4-3
U9B – Won 5-1
U9C – Won 2-0
After so many cancelled matches due to weather,
we arranged an extra match for U9’s and this time
the weather was on our side. Barrow Hills brought
two teams and were keen for the challenge against
the St Hilary’s girls. The A team had a very close
match and after a strong first quarter, Barrow Hills
fought back with a strong defence to keep the
score. St Hilary’s won with a great goal in the
closing minutes. The B team played with great style,
outplaying the Barrow Hill team and winning 5-0.
The C’s then took on the B team winning by 2 goals.
The B&C team have improved so much this term and
played excellent.
Mrs McGuigan
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FRIENDS OF ST HILARY’S NEWS
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SKI TRIP
Friday 24th January, 2020
Dear Parents,
Ski Trip information and sign up letter
Firstly, thank you to those who were able to attend the information evening regarding the 2021 ski trip. There
has been a fantastic response, and I wanted to share more concise information to those who were unable to be
at the talk.
The trip is open to current Year 3, 4 and 5 pupils. The trip will be provided by Interski, who provide an
exceptional service and have 37 years’ experience running school ski trips. Having used them to organise ski
trips previously, we could not endorse Interski highly enough.
This trip will run from Saturday 27th March – Sunday 4th April 2021. Mr Parton has visited the region twice at
this time of year previously, and has experienced good snow across the resort, along with fresh snow fall. This
trip will cover: return travel in an executive coach, cross channel ferry crossings and all road tolls (including
food on travel), full board and accommodation within 20 minutes of the gondola and boot room, hot lunch each
day at a mountain restaurant, ski instruction from Interski, ski equipment hire (including helmets from Snowco.),
lift passes, evening entertainment, a ski trip hoodie and beanie and comprehensive winter sports insurance.
Costing of this trip will depend ultimately on the amount of pupils who sign up. We need to achieve a minimum
of 16 pupils proceed, with a maximum capacity currently set at 49. Please see below a breakdown of costings,
inclusive of all the previously detailed:



16-23 pupils: A maximum cost of £1,094 – this works out at £137 per month from May – December on
a payment plan.
24 + pupils: A maximum cost of £999 – this works out at £125 per month from May – December on a
payment plan.

I have also attached a copy of the PowerPoint display from yesterday evening for your perusal.

A residential trip is always a special moment in the calendar for pupils, and a ski trip is all of this and so much
more. It is a wonderful opportunity for pupils to spend a week with their friends on the slopes, learning or
enhancing their skills with fully qualified, friendly instructors, all in a truly beautiful setting. On top of this,
they can then enjoy some down time together during the varied and fun-filled evening entertainment
programme. Having both been on plenty of ski trips as pupils and teachers, they form some of our fondest school
memories.
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We are setting a deadline for signing up to come on the ski trip for Friday 13th March. To secure your place,
we will require you to return the slip at the bottom of this letter, together with a £100 deposit per pupil. In order
to ascertain whether we will be able to run the trip, we would love to be able to confirm before this date with
positive sign up.

Should you have any queries regarding the trip in any regard, please do not hesitate to contact Mr Parton:
mparton@sthilarysschool.com. We hope to have many of your children join us for a week filled of excitement
and memory making at Pila – ‘Ski in the Sky’.
Kind regards,

Mr Mark Parton - Director of Performing Arts
Mrs Lisa McGuigan – Director of Sport
…………………………………………………………………………………………
To: Mr Parton
Ski Trip – Pila, Italy
Saturday 27th March – Sunday 4th April 2021
Please fill in and delete as appropriate
Child’s Name: ……………………………………………………………
Form: …………………….
I give permission for my son / daughter to go on the Ski Trip
I enclose a deposit of £100.00 (cheques made payable to St. Hilary’s School Trust Ltd).
I have made a BACS transfer of £100.00 deposit on (date) …………………..
(Sort Code 30-93-49, Account 00291848 – please use Surname CDEP as the reference)
I agree to complete payment for this trip by 01.01.2021. Details of payment schedule, if required,
will be set up in due course.
Signed: ………………………………

Date: ………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………
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Young Ambassadors - 1 Week to Go!
It is only 1 week to go before our Young Ambassador application scheme closes! If you
haven’t already applied, please see below.
We are again seeking sports enthusiasts to become Young Ambassadors to help promote the
next Specsavers Surrey Youth Games in schools. Young Ambassadors will play a really important
role in promoting the SSYG among school friends and family, they will present or help out in
school assemblies and spread the word about the games. The new scheme is an opportunity for
young people to develop their leadership skills and confidence.
Waverley are looking young people who have previously taken part in SSYG or who have a keen
interest in sport to become a Young Ambassador. Please note you will need to be between the
ages of 7-16 years.
As a Young Ambassador you will be required to:







Put up posters around your school and hand out leaflets to other students (all required
resources will be provided)
Encourage friends and peers to register for the training
Signpost people to the council's website for further information
Help in leading or taking part in a school assembly
Coming up with your own ideas to help promote Specsavers Surrey Youth Games for
Waverley
Log what you do as a Young Ambassador

In return for your time, Waverley will reward you with:
 Young Ambassador T-shirt
 A goodie bag
 Meet and greet with elite sports star(s)
 Potential to be nominated at your local sports awards
 The chance to win £250 worth of sports equipment for your school
Not only that it will be great on your CV, you will gain skills and confidence. If you are working
towards a Duke of Edinburgh award, it is an ideal opportunity to get some voluntary hours signed
off.
To apply, please complete an online application form from:
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/3DTQ5CQ
Applications will close on the 31st January 2020, with an information evening being held on the
24th February 2020 for those accepted.
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WEEK’S MENU FOR w/c 27th JANUARY
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