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It has been another extremely busy, buzzy week in School and my feet
have barely touched the ground! It seems difficult to believe that
another week is drawing to a close.
Our Y6 pupils are in the final throes of the preparation for their
forthcoming entrance examinations and our Chair of Governors, Mr
Thompson and Governor Mrs Simms conducted group and individual
interviews with the girls. Every year we receive very positive
feedback from our Governors but this year was outstanding.
Confident, but not too confident, articulate and polite, the girls are
a very impressive bunch and we are sure that they will shine in their
interviews. Good luck to those girls who will be attending Guildford
High School or Prior’s Field tomorrow although you do not need good
luck, as you are all very much on track.
On Tuesday evening, I attended an online event, The Future of Girls’
Education, hosted by the Headmistress of Beneden, Samantha Price
and guest speakers Sarah Fletcher, High Mistress of St Paul’s Girls’
School, Megan Murphy, Executive Director of the National Coalition

of Girls’ Schools and Donna Stevens, Chief Executive of The Girls’
School Association.
Thought provoking and interesting, all
acknowledged that the inherited curriculum does not always ‘hit the
spot’ and pupils need opportunities to become confident, critical
ethical thinkers. They need to feel empowered to believe that they
can make a difference in a complex and fast changing world. However,
you will not be surprised that there was a common agreement that
fundamentally all schools need to be a place of safety and inclusion.
We are currently making the most of the opportunity to be able to
visit schools and my schedule this week has been punctuated by visits
to a number of senior schools including, St Teresa’s in Effingham,
City of London Freemen’s School in Ashtead, King Edward’s School in
Witley and Epsom College. St Teresa’s is a girl’s school until sixth
form but has a close collaboration with Cranmore, a boys’ school, and
the others are fully co-educational. All these schools are excellent in
their own right and by offering flexi or weekly boarding, those that
are slightly further away, become a viable option for our pupils at 11+.
Our Remembrance Assembly yesterday, was especially poignant. The
boys and girls were all incredibly well behaved but special mention
must go to our Reception children who managed the two-minute
silence impressively, showing great respect. We are all enjoying
hearing the children sing again and my thanks go to Mrs Purcell, Head
of Music and to Mrs Wood, in ensuring the boys and girls are
performing to such a high level whilst obviously loving their music.
Our guests, Mr and Mrs Graham, Genna’s (Y6) grandparents, Mrs
McClure, parent of ex-pupils, Madeleine and Tilda and Mr Thomas,
Jessica’s (Y6) father all have strong associations with the armed
forces and we are very grateful to them for their contributions.
Special congratulations go to Sophia, Head Pupil for reading ‘In
Flanders Fields’ by John McRae and to Lydia, Y5 for playing the Last
Post. Both girls should be very proud indeed.
I have had a ‘splendid’ week as chosen by Head Pupil Sophia and next
week promises to be ‘fabulous’ as selected by Eddie, Y5, in our
Celebration Assembly. I hope that you have both a splendid and
fabulous weekend and we look to seeing you at the gate on Monday
morning!
Mrs Jane Whittingham
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This morning the following Headmistress’ Awards and Commendations were presented during
Assembly:
Headmistress Award
Sophia (Y4) – For embracing school values of responsibility and empathy
Rebecca (Y6) – For excellent listening, participation and progress in Maths
Commendations
Theo (Y5) – For completing 1100 High Frequency Sight Reading Words
Louise (Y1) – For an excellent piece of independent writing
Isla (Y1) – For excellent writing about an owl character
Hamish (Y1) – For excellent writing about an owl character
Felicia (Y6) – For determination and effort in Maths
Elena (Y6) – For outstanding leadership running School Council
Vera (Y6) – For a super Mock Maths result
Ron (Y2) – For wonderfully engaging and expressive reading
Pull It Out the Bag
Sebastian (Y2) – For excellent singing during our Nativity rehearsals
True Friend Band
Isabella (Y5) – For being kind and helpful to others
Cutlery Award
Alex (Y1)
Thomas (YR)

NOTES FROM MRS MITCHELL – DEPUTY HEAD
It was wonderful to hear the exciting stories the children were bursting to share at the morning
gate on Monday. There was clearly much joy over the recent firework displays. It was also
lovely for the children to learn about Diwali as they enjoyed a special assembly explaining the
‘Festival of Lights.’
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Reception loved investigating shapes, colours and sounds. I was so impressed that they managed
to keep most of the paint on the paper! There were certainly bags full of creativity as they
discussed what images they could make. ‘Circles, swirls and dots,’ were just some of the words
that the children used.

Does Chess have huge benefits? It certainly does! Not only does it improve your memory, make
you use both sides of the brain, increase your problem-solving and creativity, it also improves
concentration and most importantly, it’s fun playing with your friends! On Monday, Mr Tuck
started the whole school Inter-House Chess Competition. We anticipate that the results will
be in next week. We can’t wait Mr Tuck!
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Wednesday afternoon saw the street dance troop perform an
exceptionally choreographed and sequenced dance. It was such a
pleasure to watch. Happy, confident and safe; the children were in
their groove!
We have some very talented artists across the school and I was delighted to see Chloe’s (Y3)
autumnal painting which she had made in her Grandma’s art studio whilst Bea, in Year 6, showed
her amazing skills in drawing freehand a ‘My Hero Academia’ character. Lilly (Y4) drew a
fantastic looking lizard. Amazing! On top of this, it has been an absolute pleasure to see the
hard work that the Year 6 scholars have been putting in over the last few months and how they
are reaping the rewards with some breath taking pieces.

Wednesday, was also World Science Day and 3DP carried out a show stopping performance!
They were able to share with us their amazing knowledge of human bodies as well as explain to
the school the importance of exercise and nutrition. My thanks to Mrs Partridge, Mrs Cooper,
Miss Cashmore and Ms Harris who supported this brilliant assembly.
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As always, the Hive is a big favourite and the
boys and girls continue to explore and develop a
huge variety of pieces. Sophia and Heidi were
inspired by their work in Year 3 when they learnt
about the Ancient Egyptians. They created their
very own pyramid, including tomb and mummy!
On Thursday we had our special Remembrance Commemoration assembly. It is always a privilege
to see how our children show respect, one of our school values. Even the very youngest have an
enormous awareness that we should think of others during the two minute silence.
Congratulations to Lydia who played the ‘Last Post’ pitch perfect.

School Council met and was expertly managed and organised by our
President, Elena (Y6). The Form Captains and Vice Captains brought
along the suggestion boxes they had made. Many wonderful ideas,
thoughts and comments were discussed. My thanks to all of the
children who have demonstrated exactly why they were chosen! They
have shown superb listening skills and are able to work collaboratively
in a shared vision to improve their School.
Mrs Mitchell

PRE-PREP NOTES FROM MRS HILLERY
The buzzy learning in Year 1 continued this week and the energy and enthusiasm is still
incredible. In English, the boys and girl finished reading ‘The Owl who was Afraid of the Dark’.
They heard the story of Plop, the baby barn owl, who was very nervous about night-times. By
the end of the tale, he realised that he was a night bird after all and the children wrote
descriptions of Plop, based on his encounters with other characters in the book.
In Maths, the boys and girls have been using resources to help them to learn more about
numbers. The children enjoyed learning about animals in their Science lesson and labelled the
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parts of an elephant. In Music, the boys and girls have been in fine voice, singing songs for the
recording of the Grandparents’ Tea Party as well as practising for the forthcoming Nativity. In
Art they began to use charcoal to create a tree, on which to hang their leaf prints. The children
were very respectful in the Remembrance Service on Thursday and have worked hard to absorb
everything they have learnt this week.

It has been another busy week of learning for Year 2, and the children’s enthusiasm continues
to amaze us. The week was kick started with Inter House Chess which the boys and girls really
enjoyed and sparked some wonderful competition between them. They have been busy practising
for the Grandparent’s Tea party and our Nativity Play. All members of staff involved have been
delighted to see how hard the children are working on their lines, and the joy that they are
getting from being up on stage!
In Maths we have been exploring addition and subtraction of two 2 digit numbers. Using practical
support alongside their brilliant brains, Year 2 have been discovering a range of methods to
support their calculations, with a focus on explaining how they have reached their answers.
We continue to explore Poetry this week as we look at Cinquain Poems. It has been great fun
working out the number of syllables in different words to complete these Diamond Poems. With
some excellent collaborative work, the children have explored this style of poetry, and worked
together to find adjectives and verbs to describe the Soldiers that fought in the War. The
boys and girls have produced the most wonderful Cinquain poems about Soldiers and
Remembrance Day.
Mark Pollock has been the explorer that has inspired us this week in our topic lessons – with his
‘can do’ attitude even when faced with huge life challenges, the children have enjoyed
understanding his story and appreciating the importance of having a positive attitude and picking
yourself up and making the very best of life after facing challenging encounters.
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Mrs Hillery

EYFS NOTES FROM MRS HILLERY
The Nursery children have had a fantastic week learning all about Remembrance Day and the
special people we remember. They have been busy making glitter poppies and practising their
fine motor skills. The Nursery children have also loved playing outside in the garden and
exploring the classroom.

This week the Kindergarten children made some lovely bonfire pictures using crispy autumn
leaves, colourful flames and some star stickers. We talked about the bonfires that many of
them had seen over the weekend, we then displayed them in our classrooms. On Thursday we
made poppies and talked about the brave soldiers that died in the war, and we held a two-minute
silence and listened to the Last Post.
We filmed our songs for the Grandparents’ Tea Party, the children all sang beautifully and
enjoyed being on the big stage. We have also had the musical instruments out, the children loved
experimenting with the different sounds they made, whilst dancing to their tune!
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It is not often that the Reception teachers are speechless, however the Reception children’s
first practise of their Christmas play was of such excellence, we were absolutely speechless!
The children have been so excited to share their lines. Each child stood and spoke their lines
aloud. It takes courage speaking in front of others and our Reception children have this in bucket
loads! We are so excited to share the final production with you.
The topic ‘People Who Help Us’ is increasingly piquing the children’s interest. This week
Reception have considered how medical professionals help them. They have enjoyed listening to
ambulance sirens and role-playing how to call 999 in an emergency. They demonstrate creativity,
when writing sentences, about methods used by medical professionals to help patients. The
children’s letter formation improves and they are increasingly recording words independently.
They especially enjoyed exploring x-rays and making a craft skeleton.
In Mathematics, the children are consolidating their number recognition by reciting numbers to
20. They have been matching quantities to the correct number. They are focusing on
strengthening their number formation and have enjoyed some exciting writing sheets to support
this.
On Thursday, Reception commemorated a special day, Armistice Day. The children each made a
poppy, wearing it to a whole school assembly. They learnt why poppies are chosen to mark this
day and held a two-minute silence. We are impressed with the knowledge and sensitivity the
children show during discussions about this topic.

Mrs Hillery
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CELEBRATIONS
The following boys and girls were proud to be awarded a certificate for Pupil of the
Week:
RR – Jathisan – For super effort with his reading
RCH – Zsa Zsa – For practising new skills until she masters them
1H – Zoe – For making good progress in reading
1H – Nehara – For understanding the part/whole model to add two numbers
1GS – Sofia – For super progress in reading
1GS – Freddie – For a cheerful and positive attitude in every lesson
2B – Eli – For a beautiful cinquain poem on Remembrance Day
2B – Dora – For excellent contributions during class discussions
2E – Edward – For a positive approach to every area of learning
2E – Grace – For using a range of methods to solve addition problems

CURRICULUM INFORMATION
LANGUAGES
Since half term it has been lovely to hear pupils coming to tell me about holidays that they went
on at half term – I have missed their stories of trying out their language skills; Orlie (Y3) proudly
told me she knows how to say goodnight in Greek.
FRENCH
Rewards and incentives.
When learning a foreign Language, progress is hugely boosted by regular practise of key
vocabulary. I have introduced a new scheme to incentivise pupils to do extra work at home if
they want to. They can receive a certificate and prize in Celebration Assembly if they regularly
take home French Easy Readers and produce a Book Review about that book and/or if they get
parents to record any www.Linguascope.com tests where they achieved 100% (tests can be taken
numerous times). All pupils have access to www.linguascope.com and have been given the latest
login details.
Ombrosa International School, Lyon, France.
St Hilary’s have had a link with Ombrosa for several years and before the pandemic we had
several families who would host a pupil for two weeks in May. There is no expectation for your
child to return to France, however, they are welcome to if they want. If you are interested in
hosting a French pupil, then please do get in contact with me. rclemons@sthilarysschool.com.
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Year 3 - At School
The pupils have continued to learn greetings, classroom objects
and colours. We have been learning how the French put colours
after nouns and have made Fortune Tellers to practise the
vocabulary.
Year 4 - Family and Pets
We have been playing Lotto to practise the new words and we
have been learning to describe pets by size and colour.

Year 5 - Time
They have been working hard to learn to tell the time in French
– not easy in English so it has been a challenging topic but they
are showing True Grit.

Year 6 - At the Doctors
They have been acting out Role-Play visits to the Doctors and
explaining why they can’t visit a friend because they are ill.
We have also been looking at French speaking countries – La
Francophonie. There are about 30 of them and we are going to
research some key facts about them.
SPANISH
In Spanish, it has been lovely to have Paulina join us from Argentina. The pupils enjoyed working
out why she speaks Spanish yet has never been to Spain and her parents are not Spanish! Paulina
has been a huge asset to the Spanish Enrichment programme, we are very lucky to have her with
us.
In Spanish Enrichment we have been learning about the culture of Spain
and Spanish speaking countries. The pupils have discussed what they
would like to learn about and typical Spanish food was a popular option.
Paulina has also been teaching the pupils the words for pets by playing
vocabulary building games with them.
Mme Clemons
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PERFORMING ARTS
As we have returned from our half term break, it has been all systems go for a range of
performances and events in the build up to Christmas (is it too early to mention Christmas?!) –
how exciting!
Year 1 and Year 2 are working incredibly well on their Nativity – Don’t Be Afraid! I have been
exceptionally impressed with the characterisation during our rehearsals. Parents, you are
certainly in for a treat. As we are operating with reduced audience capacities still, this
production will be recorded and shared with you, so that the wider school community can enjoy
this joyous piece.
All pupils across the school are working towards recording material for our annual Grandparents’
Tea Party. Despite having to be held virtually again this year, it promises to be an action-packed
festival of drama, music and dance which is sure to thrill! We will have a link out to you for this
in due course.
We are delighted to be back in the Church for our Carol Service this year; the music room and
drama studio are already buzzing with various carols and poetry recitals! We will be in a position
to share more information with you regarding the service shortly.
Curriculum Drama continues to thrive! The studio has had a lovely lick of paint (thank you Mr
Aristidov!) giving it a wonderful fresh feeling. The work continues to be creative, playful and
full of content, ranging from out magical box in Reception all the way to the rules of
improvisation with Year 6. As aforementioned, Year 1 and Year 2 are busy in rehearsals for their
Nativity. Year 3 are working on some quite tricky poetry for the Tea Party, with Year 4
continuing work on Traditional British Pantomime. Year 5 have been working on a retelling of
Goldilocks and the Three Bears… but the Roald Dahl Revolting Rhymes version!
We hope that you enjoy our festive calendar of events as much as our boys and girls have
enjoyed putting them together. I look forward to seeing you at the performances soon.
Mr Parton
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SPORTS NEWS

The U8 boys travelled to Liphook for a triangular with Brookham and Westbourne House last
Thursday. It was an excellent afternoon of matches and we were able to field two 5-a-side
teams. Out of six matches, we won 4 and lost 2. It really was an excellent display of teamwork,
individual skill, flexibility of positions and positivity. The boys have made excellent progress and
are really moving forward with their football this term. Special mention goes to Benjamin who
defended like an ox! Strong and stoic.
An away trip to Churcher’s on Wednesday, for all the U10, children produced a variety of results.
In netball, the U10A team won their match 4-3 whilst the B’s and C’s were not so successful,
losing their matches convincingly. The Player of the matches for the A’s, B’s and C’s were Bella
Martha and Sophie, respectively.
The two 5-a-side boys football matches saw another two defeats. However, there was some
excellent collaborative team goals scored, particularly from Zachary and Theo in the B’s. These
boys worked hard to cover a lot of ground on a really large pitch. Well done to you. The Player
of the Match awards went to Eddie in the A’s and Zachary in the B’s.
In other news, do enjoy a couple of pictures above of our Year 6 girls at Boxercise Club!
Mr Don-Carolis & Mrs Lovesey
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WEEK’S MENU FOR w/c 15th November
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