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ST HILARY’S AND THE PHILOSOPHER’S STONE
‘How fine is the line between late and too late?’
Miss Hall
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The end of this academic year is creeping up on us at an astounding
rate of knots and it does not seem possible that this can be Edition
10 of the Summer Term’s Friday Notes! An action-packed week and
special on so many levels, the boys and girls are making the most of all
the activity and fun, inside and outside the classroom.
As I write my Notes today, Prep School are eagerly anticipating their
Sports Day, which will be held at Charterhouse this year. The weather
is perfect, at the moment, not too hot and not even a drop of rain; I
know everyone will be trying hard for their House and whilst some will
be hoping to make a new School record, others will be aiming for their
Personal Best. We were so impressed with the way in which the
children supported each other at our EYFS and Pre-Prep Sports Day
and I am sure that the same camaraderie will pervade today. Kindness
and Respect are Values that we constantly reinforce at School and it
is at events like this that we see our Values being put into place.

The Year 6 Production of Mary Poppins has been one of the many
highlights this week. Ably supported by Year 5, the Year 6 pupils were
incredibly poised and confident. Indeed, it was ‘practically perfect in
every way!’ Our congratulations go to Mr Parton, Director of
Performing Arts, to Mrs Purcell, Head of Music, our wonderful
accompanist, Mrs Woods and Ms Nichols for the magnificent
costumes and props. However, I would also like to mention all the
other staff who also contributed; it was a very big team effort! I am
sure that the performances will have created some wonderful
memories for not only the performers but also parents, grandparents,
ex pupils and other guests and I wonder if they too, like me are still
humming the songs?
Of course, I remember some of these boys and girls when they were
very young and next week I am looking forward to our youngest boys
and girls treading the boards in their production. I would like to issue
a warning: these boys and girls will be in Year 6 before you know it!
My husband and I have also had a very special week indeed as we were
honoured to attend the Royal Garden Party, on behalf of the
Independent Association of Prep Schools (IAPS) at the Palace of
Holyroodhouse, in Edinburgh, on Wednesday. It was a wonderful
occasion and one which we will remember for many of years. I
returned to a very different party at School on Thursday, a
Madhatter’s Tea Party for our Year 6 girls who will be leaving us
shortly. Ably organised by Miss Brooker, the girls donned their hats,
created in their Art lessons, over the recent week. Original and
creative, they were incredibly difficult to judge but congratulations
go the first, second and third prize winners, Ione, Abigail and Honor.
I hope you enjoy the weekend. I look forward to seeing many of you
at the FOSH Summer Drinks Party tomorrow evening, and we will see
the rest of you at the gate on Monday morning for the final week of
this academic year.
Mrs Jane Whittingham
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This afternoon the following Headteacher’s Award and Commendations were presented during
Assembly:
Commendations
Jason (Y2) – For an excellent leaflet about Worthing
Stephanie (Y2) – For a fantastic leaflet about Worthing
Buzzy Bee Learner
Felix (Y2) – For fantastic Maths work
Sienna (Y2) – for always trying her best in all lessons
Do it Yourself
Jocelyn (Y2) – For approaching work with independence and enthusiasm
Excellent Etiquette
Charles (Y2) – For being so chivalrous and holding the door open
Grace (Y2) – For always remembering to say please and thank you
Cora (Y4) – For always being polite and kind
Kindness Bucket
Thomas (YR) – For offering to look after Ezra at playtime
Aurora (YR) – For offering to look after Ezra at playtime
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Personal Best
Chloe (Y4) - Wonderful attitude towards all aspects of school life. Always cheerful, ready
to have a go, helpful and resilient.
Sebastian (Y2) – For excellent writing in his Worthing leaflet
Harper (YR) – For consistently good reading
Pull it Out the Bag
Henry P (Y2) – For perseverance in all aspects of the curriculum
Heidi (Y4) - Excellent dedication to filling in the PSCHE book
Pip (Y5) – For taking part in the IAPS National Swimming Finals
Ruby (Y5) - For taking part in the IAPS National Swimming Finals
Lydia (Y5) - For taking part in the IAPS National Swimming Finals
Keira-Lee (Y6) – For taking part in the ESSA National Finals
Eliza (Y6) - For taking part in the ESSA National Finals
Felicity (Y6) - For taking part in the ESSA National Finals
Lexi (Y6) - For taking part in the ESSA National Finals
Maya (Y6) – For coming 9th overall in the ESSA National Finals
True Friend Band
Orlie (Y3) – For waiting to make sure Izzy was okay

NOTES FROM MRS MITCHELL – DEPUTY HEAD
This week has been ‘superfragalistic!’ A huge congratulations to our Year 5 and 6 boys and girls
who took to the stage with confidence and a passion to showcase their acting, singing and dancing
talents. Their perfomances have been simply breathtaking and only come aboout due to a
wonderful staff team behind the scenes who inspire and motivate as well as the children who
have shown dedication, commitment and an enthusiasm to give their very best.
The EYFS Team were not to be outdone with their spectacular production of, ‘Hats Off!’ This
week, the Year 6 pupils also had the opportunity to parade their stunning hats they had made
for the Mad Hatter’s Tea Party. Year 4 showed us the wonders of Hindleap Warren during their
residentail stay in May, whilst Year 2 had a fantastic trip to Worthing. Reception went to the
Capitol Theatre in Horsham to watch, ‘The Tiger Who Came to Tea,’ and Year 1 began their visit
to Tuesley farm. Nursery and Kindergarten have been busy making a beautiful poster for our
friends at Jubilee House Residential Care Home. Year 2 showed their passion about climate
change and School Council discussed having a rainbow coloured mufti to celebrate ‘Pride’ month
whilst the ‘Tuesday Tunes’ Staff Choir run by Mrs Purcell, has continued to be a real hit!
We often use the word ‘buzzing’ at St. Hilary’s but this week has been ‘electric!’
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Mrs Mitchell

PRE-PREP NOTES FROM MRS HILLERY
Year 1
The children in Year 1 have been very busy this week but have also enjoyed a little ‘downtime’.
The topic of Pirates has set sail and the boys and girls loved listening to the story of Captain
Abdul’s Pirate School. This inspired them to create their own Treasure Maps, using a key to
label features as well. They also enjoyed making pirate figures in DT, using cardboard and split
pins.
In Maths, the children have learnt to tell the time to the nearest half hour as well as compare
units of time. They enjoyed seeing how many star jumps they could do in one minute! In RS the
children learned that the Hebrew alphabet is written with very different letters and that words
are read (unlike English) from right to left. The boys and girls were treated to a wonderful
performance of the Year 5 and 6 Production of Mary Poppins and were enthralled at the
wonderful acting, dancing and songs they watched.
One of the highlights of the week was the trip to Tuesley Farm, which 1GS enjoyed on Friday.
The farm always plays a wonderful host to us and this visit was no exception. The adventure
playground on the farm was a great opportunity for the children to let off steam at the end of
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a buzzy week. Although they came back to school laden with strawberries, raspberries and
blueberries, they made sure to leave some fruit for 1H to pick on Monday!
Year 2
It has been a wonderfully sunny and happy week in Year 2. We were so lucky to be the very first
audience for the Year 5 and 6 performance of Mary Poppins on Monday afternoon! The boys and
girls were wonderful spectators who were in total awe of the incredible performance and have
been singing along to the catchy songs since!
In English we have been busy completing our Worthing leaflets, writing in detail about the
Sports and Leisure attractions and food that can be found in the seaside town that we visited.
The children used ideas from their visit as well as maps to find local leisure attractions to write
beautifully detailed information in their pamphlets.
Our Maths lessons have given the children the opportunity to revisit some areas of our learning
this year, including place value, fractions, multiplication and division. The boys and girls have
really enjoyed sharing what they have learned already and refining their understanding.
Throughout this term we have been learning about Variation in Science. This week we spent time
discovering differences between ourselves – realising that although we are all human, we are
very different. The boys and girls worked together to explore human variation; observing,
comparing and sorting our class into different criteria – such as hair colour, gender, shoe size
and whether or not we have freckles.
The Year 2 children have really enjoyed spending some time with the current Year 3 boys and
girls this week. Year 3 have written wonderful letters about their experiences of the year,
including their residential trip to Lodge Hill. It was such a fantastic opportunity for the Year 2
children to ask lots of questions about the school trip as well as about lessons, playtimes and
clubs for next year. They are all really looking forward to their new adventures in September!
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Mrs Hillery

EYFS NOTES FROM MRS HILLERY
Nursery
The children enjoyed playing with the messy play this week, especially the foam, where they had
fun making patterns, numbers and shapes. We also did lots of dressing up and were feeling very
optimistic with the sunglasses! We performed our summer production to the rest of the school
and the girls and boys all enjoyed being on stage.
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Kindergarten
The children have been in high spirits this week, preparing for their summer production. We
have been doing lots of singing and dancing and even visited the hall to practise on the stage. At
the beginning of the week, we did some gardening, and tidied up the mud garden, we trimmed
the grass and watered all the flowers, the children enjoyed raking, sweeping and making it all
lovely and tidy. We thoroughly enjoyed welcoming the new parents and children into the
kindergarten this week. Our current pupils were very welcoming and friendly and enjoyed playing
with some new friends.
Have a lovely weekend.
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Reception
As the children approach their final weeks in Reception we would like to take the opportunity to
thank each child for their amazing contributions this year. We have been amazed with how much
each child has grown and have had such fun teaching them.
The children were very excited to attend the theatre to see ‘The Tiger Who Came to Tea’. It
was a magical performance and the children were such brilliant ambassadors for the school.
Their behaviour and manners were outstanding and we received such positive feedback form the
theatre staff.
In Literacy, we have been focusing on consolidating the children’s phonemic knowledge ensuring
they know at least 10 digraphs and can recognise them in words. They have been focusing on
honing their writing skills to record lengthier and more descriptive sentences. The children have
also been paying particular attention to how to use full stops and capital letters more effectively
as they begin to write multiple sentences at a time.
In Maths, the children have been consolidating their number sense by recalling number bonds
to 10, subitising and counting on. They have been practising number formation with a focus on
each child mastering this before the end of term.
We conclude our mini beasts topic with the successful pupation of several caterpillars. The
children have been fascinated watching their full life cycle. We researched which material a
chrysalis is made from, how long they pupate for, and then once emerged, how the butterflies
prepare themselves for flight. It was joyous watching the admiral butterflies’ wings develop
throughout our school day. Each time we checked, the colours were brighter. The children
researched which foods they ate and that their wings needed to dry before butterflies can fly.
We released the last of the butterflies on Monday and they are now happily dancing around in
our Quiet Garden.
Most excitingly, the children performed their dress rehearsal of ‘Hats Off’ to the school. It
was a triumph and the children delivered the punch lines well. We were impressed to see so many
children get into character and introduce voices and actions for their characters. We are so
excited to share the final performances with you next week!

Mrs Hillery
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CELEBRATIONS
The following boys and girls were proud to be awarded a certificate for Pupil of the
Week:
RCH – Ralph – For a super piece of Literacy linked to Mini Beasts
RR – Sviatoslav – For a super piece of Literacy linked to our topic
1GS – Harry – For great enthusiasm and general knowledge
1GS – Louie – For his enthusiasm for reading fiction and non-fiction
1H – Huey - For drawing a detailed treasure map
1H – Isla – For working hard at pirate reading comprehension
2B – Dexter – An informative leaflet about Worthing
2B – Buster – Excellent addition and problem solving in Maths
2E – Harry – For excellent contributions to class discussions
2E – Charles – For consistently producing well-presented work

CURRICULUM INFORMATION
LANGUAGES
Ombrosa International School, Lyon
It has been wonderful to be able to welcome back pupils from Ombrosa International School,
Lyon, this year. Emma and Salomé have been staying with Hannah and Isabella from 5P. They
have joined in with all lessons and activities and they have been teaching some French for me,
‘merci les filles’! In France, the girls have lessons in English and French; alternating each week.
Hannah and Isabella have been wonderful hosts, as have the whole of 5P. Look out for
information in the Autumn Term if you would like to be a host next year.
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Mme Clemons

RELIGIOUS STUDIES
Year 1 have been sharing their thoughts and ideas about Jewish beliefs, traditions and culture,
with a focus on the celebration of Shabbat. They have remembered what they have learned in
lots of detail, and been able to make links with memories of their own celebrations.

Year 2 are learning about Buddhism and the life of The Buddha. They have had an introduction
to The Four Noble Truths and The Eightfold Path showing excellent understanding. The children
have enjoyed looking at a variety of resources, including prayer wheels, prayer flags and statues
of The Buddha.
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In Year 3, children have been talking about the special clothing that they wear and how they
feel when wearing it, such as school uniform, sports clothing, Brownies and Beavers. Children
have been learning about Sikhism and the Five K’s, and have enjoyed looking at a variety of
resources.

Year 4 have been learning about the miracles of Jesus, and sharing their thoughts about what
constitutes a ‘miracle’. Some of the miracles that they have discussed are, ‘The Feeding of The
Five Thousand’, ‘Blind Bartimaeus’ and ‘The Ten Lepers’.
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In Year 5, the children have looked at different role models in the community, both National
and International. They have discussed who their own role models are and what they have
learned from them.
Year 6 have considered Buddhism, and have discussed in depth The Four Noble Truths and The
Eightfold Path. They have thought about examples of this approach to life in their own lives.

Miss Hall

SPORTS NEWS
Year 6 had a wonderful afternoon in the sun at Guildford High School on Wednesday playing
some very competitive games of cricket. With it being their very last fixture at St Hilary’s,
emotions were running high and the girls were keen to end their time here with a win!! All the
girls thoroughly enjoyed the matches and had just the right balance of competitiveness and fun.
The scores were:
A team – Won 274 – 262
B team – Won 286 – 284
C team – Won 274 – 254
Huge congratulations to all the girls but special mention to Lily H, Sophia, Lily M, Lexi for being
awarded Player of the match. It was great to finish the season, year and Year 6’s time at St
Hilary’s with the success that they deserve. It has been a joy to teach you all and you will be
missed!
Mrs Lovesey & Mr Don Carolis
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WEEK’S MENU FOR w/c 4th July
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