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St. Hilary’s Friday Notes
Friday, 20th March 2020

ST HILARY’S AND THE PHILOSOPHER’S STONE
The answer is ‘awake’ – what is the question?
Miss Hall
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We have had a very busy, buzzy week on many levels (!) and the
corridors and classes have been just as happy as usual despite the
difficult circumstances in the outside world. The squeals of delight
from our Kindergarten children, the staff and our catering team were
a welcome distraction as they all played together on the front lawn
with the parachute.
As Mrs Pereira (Kindergarten teacher)
commented the children have a wonderful capacity for living in the
moment and this has been clearly evident all week, from all our boys
and girls.
Indeed, times are challenging and it will be a strange feeling when we
close the gates and the physical buildings of the school this evening.
Thank you for your support. Your kindness has been so much
appreciated by us all and we will be in regular touch with you as well,
continuing with the teaching and learning remotely. Please do let us
know if we can help with anything or if you need anything collecting
from a pharmacy or would just like a friendly chat, etc.

As you know, we are very much a family orientated school and we send
our very best wishes to our grandparents and other family members
who we know are spread far and wide. We will endeavour to write the
Friday Notes each week so you can get a little glimpse of what the
children have been doing.
I will also be endeavouring to post an Assembly on Showbie, the app
that most of our pupils will be using, for Monday morning. This week’s
Assembly seems rather a long time ago now but it was such a special
highlight of our week. Our thanks go to Hannah, Y3, her sister Chloe
and their Mummy for helping us to learn more about Downs Syndrome.
The children looked wonderful in their odd socks and it is a great way
to mark World Downs Syndrome Day.
I hope that you have a good weekend and that we have more of the
wonderful spring sunshine we have enjoyed this week. I shall miss
seeing you at the gate on Monday morning and greatly look forward to
when we can return.
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Mrs Jane Whittingham
This morning the following Commendations were presented during Assembly:
Commendations
Grace F Y5 – For her amazing chaptered story ‘Far From Home’
Edward H YR – For his amazing artwork for a dragon
Sophie Y3 – For her fantastic poster on Feelings
Jemima Y2 – For her super progress in Spelling
Anjali Y2 – For her excellent attitude to learning

NOTES FROM MRS CLARKE & MRS MITCHELL – DEPUTY HEADS

Six Year 3 pupils thoroughly enjoyed their day at
Chandler School last week for a writing workshop with
Ciaran Murtagh, author of many children books and TV
shows. The pupils came away with plenty of new ideas
to inspire their class and some interesting stories too!

Around the school it is super to see the children stimulated, focused and engaged in their
learning.
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Mrs Mitchell

PRE-PREP NOTES FROM MRS HILLERY
The boys and girls in Year 1 have been learning how
to write stories using time connectives. First, they
looked at the photos of what the cheeky Mr Wolf
got up to on his predatory prowls around the school.
Next, the children decided on the order of how
they would write about his escapades. Finally, they
put together a paragraph detailing Mr Wolf’s
exploits. The boys and girls came up with some
super ideas to start their tales, including ‘A few
hours later’. In Science, the children took pity on
Mr Wolf and investigated suitable materials to use,
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if they were to make him a new raincoat. The boys
and girls had a great time in DT, when they also
completed their houses which they have making for
one of the little pigs.
In English, Year 2 have enjoyed writing their own
stories about the disaster-prone Mrs Armitage. Not
only were the children extremely creative, they also
did a brilliant job of using a range of connectives and
punctuation correctly. In Maths we have been
working hard on multiplication – focusing on the 2, 5
and 10 times tables. In Games, the children have had
an action packed week, competing in House Football,
Netball and Tag Rugby events. In Science we
experimented with paper strengths and had some
awe and wonder moments looking at ‘walking water’
and how coloured water travelled from one container
to another via kitchen roll. We even managed to make some time for Easter
themed arts and crafts too.
Mrs Hillery

NOTES FROM MRS HILLERY – HEAD OF EYFS

The children in Nursery and Kindergarten have
had a wonderful week despite the worries in the
wider world. The children have continued to come
into school beaming with joy and have certainly
had fun and been very busy indeed! This week the
children have all enjoyed a variety of activities
including decorating Easter chicks with feathers,
played an Easter egg matching game, explored the
garden and been on a spring walk around the school.
Mrs Wood came down for her weekly visit and together the children
sang a mixture of new songs as well as familiar favourites. ‘The St
Hilary’s Train’ is by far one the best, and the children sang chugging
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along all around the classroom! On Thursday the parachute was such fun with Miss Hall, and the
children loved making waves and running out underneath it!
What an exciting week of learning and fun Reception have had at school
and those of you learning at home! In Literacy, we have enjoyed learning
how to be a 'good friend' and wrote and drew three different things we
could do during the school day to show acts of kindness. This sparked
lovely discussions during circle time, with some children role playing their
ideas.
We then went on to study the book Dinosaurs and all that Rubbish by
Michael Foreman, linked to our topic of Dinosaurs. The children were
asked to complete a sentence using their comprehension skills about a key
part in the story. We then throughout the rest of the week focused on
the impact that rubbish and other environmental issues have on our
planet, and what other things we can do to help. Reception designed
amazing posters outlining their ideas, for example, 'Do not chop down
trees', 'Stop throwing plastic into the sea' and 'Drive more electric
cars'. Well done Reception!
In Mathematics we have been looking into Number bonds to 5 and 10,
happily singing to the Number Bond Rock.
Sadly, our trip to Haslemere Museum was not able to go ahead, but we did
not let this dampen our spirits and Reception had a wonderful day of
Dinosaur and Easter fun. The highlight was looking after two dinosaur eggs, we had to be patient,
but this patience certainly paid off as we now have two new baby dinosaurs, in Reception R a
Triceratops and in Reception E a T-Rex.
We do hope you manage to spend some time enjoying the sunshine this weekend and we look
forward to teaching your children through Showbie next week.
Mrs Hillery
CELEBRATIONS
The following boys and girls were proud to be awarded a certificate for Pupil of the
Week:
RR – Ethan - for an amazing piece of independent art work
RE - Chisengo - for her hard work, focus and progress in reading
1G – Benji – For using amazing time connectives in English and for an improved focus
1H – Elisabeth – For working hard to add and take away
2B – Charlie – For always sharing his thinking during class discussion
2P – Alexa – For settling in beautifully and being a wonderful addition to 2P
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CURRICULUM INFORMATION
MATHS
Last Friday a group of our Year 6 girls attended The
Primary Maths Team Challenge at Duke of Kent
School in Ewhurst. St Hilary’s has never entered this
competition before so we were really excited to be
taking part. Our two teams completed four rounds of
questions, ranging from Problem Solving to a Maths
Relay Race! All of the girls performed extremely well,
against some very tough competition. The final scores
were very close indeed with our teams being placed
7th and 11th respectively. It was a fantastic day with
all our participants having lots of fun whilst exercising
their mathematical skills! Well done girls, you
represented our school brilliantly and we are all very
proud of what you achieved.
Mrs Brown

PERFORMING ARTS
LAMDA Exams
On Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday – over 100 pupils took their LAMDA examinations. The
amount of joy and excitement in the pupils from Year 2 through to Year 6 was truly inspiring,
and the way in which the young performers managed ‘that butterfly feeling’ that one so often
gets before performance was extraordinary. With two lovely examiners coming to St. Hilary’s,
they matched the ethos that we have here of: ‘The most important thing… have fun!’. I am
extremely proud of you all, and very much look forward to sharing the LAMDA examination
results with you when we have them.
A massive thank you to Ms Huckle, who put a monumental amount of planning, effort and
enthusiasm into making the exam session a roaring success – we are certainly lucky to have you!
Much more LAMDA excitement to come!

Page |8

Friday Notes – 20th March 2020

Wind in the Willows
I would love to draw your attention to an article I found earlier this week:
https://www.whatsonstage.com/london-theatre/news/wind-in-the-willows-coronavirus-streamfree_51205.html
This is a fantastic resource to entertain the family for an entire afternoon; a wonderful stage
production that I would highly recommend settling down to view at some point 
Productions – Mind the Gap and Aladdin
It is, understandably, a frustrating and disappointing time for our pupils involved in both Mind
the Gap and Aladdin Jr, as production plans are put on ice. Please, rest assured, that we have
plans in place to get a super quick turnaround on putting these productions on, and will do
everything in our power to ensure these pupils get the production experience when we return!
Mr Parton

PHILOSOPHY
A great discussion in Philosophy today with Y4. Using images from ‘The Three Little Pigs’ story,
children thought deeply about which behaviour is more acceptable/unacceptable?

Miss Hall

ART
Year 6 have been creating some masterpieces on the iPads during Enrichment in response to
their trip to the David Hockney exhibition. They used the ‘Brushes Redux’ App, which is also
easy to use from home.
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Mrs Davidge

SPORTS NEWS
Wednesday 11th March
U11 Surrey County Netball @ GHS
On Wednesday 11th March, the U11A team travelled to Guildford
High School for an afternoon of Netball at the Surrey County Netball
tournament. This tournament is renowned for being one of the
highest quality tournaments around as all the best schools in Surrey
enter. The girls were very excited and eager to rise to the challenge
ahead. In the group stages, we played some tight matches against
some excellent schools.
St Hilary's placed in joint 2nd place with Danes Hill. Due to our superior goal difference we
managed to qualify through to the quarter finals where we met the winners of another group –
Bishops Gate. This match was a very hard fought game and the St Hilary's girls showed grit and
determination. Unfortunately, we lost, they were just too strong and the final score was 7-2.
Bishops Gate later went on to win the tournament and be awarded county champions. The St
Hilary's girls finished in the top 8 teams in the whole county which is an amazing achievement well done girls!
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Thursday 12th March
IAPS Netball @ Eastbourne College
The long awaited IAPS U11 regional tournament was
finally played on Thursday 12th March. This was an
incredibly busy time for the U11A team who just the
day before had played in the Surrey County
tournament. Nevertheless, the girls showed true
spirit in their approach to the tournament determined to do their best.
We placed 2nd in our group which meant we played the top team in another group Derwent Lodge.
In the quarter finals. This was an incredibly competitive match and at half time St Hilary's were
trailing by one goal. The girls attacked the second half and gave it their all. At the end of the
quarter final St Hilary's won. Putting us through to the semi-final where we were to face a very
strong St George's. This again was a very strong opposition and although we fought very hard
to the very end we lost the game 6-3. This placed St Hilary's in 4th place in the region which is
another amazing achievement. The girls played some outstanding netball throughout the
tournament and showed just how much they have improved throughout the year. Well done girls
- you did St Hilary's proud!
Year 4 House Netball Results

Meath

Jekyll

Mallory

Hart

4th Place Jekyll
3rd Place Mallory
2nd Place Meath
1st Place Hart
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Friday 13th March
U11 B&C Netball Tournament @ St Catherine’s
U11B
On Friday 13th March the U11B’s went
to St Catherine’s to play a netball
tournament. The St Hilary’s B team
won all of their matches and came
first. At the end of the tournament we
were handed gold medals. It was a
lovely sunny day for all of us, but the
wind was a bit of a distraction. I,
Grace was captain of the B team and I
think we all predicted such a lovely
outcome.

St Hilary’s v St Catherine’s White6-3 (w)
St Hilary’s v St Catherine’s Pink7-4 (w)
St Hilary’s v Tormead 9-6 (w)
St Hilary’s v Queen Eleanor’s 5-0 (w)

Team Captain – Grace

St Hilary’s v St Catherine’s Red 3-0 (w)
MVP: Eleanor
St Hilary’s v St Catherine’s Green 6-1 (w)
MVP: Eleanor
St Hilary’s v Wonersh and Shamley Green
12-1 (l) MVP: Eleanor
St Hilary’s v Tormead 3-2 (l)
MVP:
Tilda
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U11C
On Friday 13th March, St Hilary’s C
team played a tournament at St
Catherine’s and came 3rd. The weather
was nice and Eleanor got player of the
match 3 times.
We won our first 2 matches.
Team Captain – Eve
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Saturday 14th March
U10 & 11 ESSA Gala @ Spectrum
On Saturday night the U10 and U11 swim team travelled
to Guildford Spectrum to compete in the ESSA County
Relay Championships. This year due to the number of
children in Year 5 and 6 (2 too many) we were placed into
the Medium School competition which was a much more
challenging event. Both teams swum in the same event and
were placed in the same heat. It was such a tight race
between both our teams in both events. In the Medley
race, Year 6 team knocked 5 seconds off their time narrowly losing on the touch to Year 5 who
swam an excellent race. In Freestyle both teams again raced a close race together finishing at
almost the same time. Sadly, we won’t progress to the Regional round this year but the girls
have ended their swimming season with some great times.
Monday 16th March

Jekyll

Hart

Meath

Mallory

Year 5 House Netball Results

3rd Place Jekyll
2nd Place Mallory and Meath
1st Place Hart

Quotes from Year 5
Florence: 'Everybody got to play a
position that they enjoyed, and it was very
fun'
Isobel: 'Remarkable! Well organised and
really fun'
Sofia S: 'A wonderful sunny afternoon to play netball'
Yasmin: 'Fun, enjoyable, and really well thought through'
Chloe: 'It was a really good idea to have a rota so that everybody got to play in different
positions'
Olivia: 'It was really fun, and good how we played all over the court'
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Tuesday 17th March
Year 3 House Netball Results
3rd Place Jekyll
2nd Place Hart and
Mallory
1st Meath

Jekyll

Meath

Mallory

Hart

Wednesday 18th March
Year 1 House Football Results
3rd Place Meath and Mallory
2nd Place Hart
1st Place Jekyll

Year 2 House Football Results
3rd Place Hart
2nd Place Jekyll
1st Place Mallory and Meath
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Year 6 House Netball Results
4th Place Mallory
3rd Place Hart
2nd Place Jekyll
1st Place Meath
Jekyll

Hart

Mallory

Meath

Mrs McGuigan

FRIENDS OF ST HILARY’S NEWS
Genie Lab Science are planning to put together a weekly
tutorial of science activities to do at home. The missing
lessons from this term will be sent to every parent
whose child is currently signed up with us. In addition,
they are planning to offer a paid subscription to activities should any parent wish to subscribe
going forward. As you can appreciate it may take some time to set this up but we are hoping
this will be in place in the next 2 weeks.
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