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It has been a busy and productive week and it already seems rather a
long time ago since we welcomed everyone back to School. I have taken
much delight in hearing the buzz along the corridors and watching the
children from my window. Of course, I have an ideal viewpoint and
often wave to our Nursery boys and girls as they embark on their
walks across the front lawn on their way to the woods. Additionally,
I have felt quite exhausted just watching the children doing sport.
They have boundless energy and I know that many of our older pupils
are working hard to regain their pre-lockdown fitness. With so much
hard work and True Grit it will not take long!
Without doubt, it has been a massive relief to me personally to get
everyone back to School. However, we are not complacent and
continually review the control measures we have in place as part of our
COVID-19 Risk Assessment. To that end, I would be very grateful if
you could ensure that your son / daughter has only one key ring
attached to their school bag and this should not be soft or fluffy. We
know the children like collecting these but I will explain the reasons
why in assembly this afternoon and I would like to thank you in advance
for your support.

Thank you to our Year 5 parents for attending our virtual Senior
Schools’ Information Evening yesterday. Following the announcement
earlier in the week of this year’s results, in which our girls secured
thirty-three Exhibitions and Scholarships and offers from seventeen
different senior schools, preparations are well under way for our next
cohort. It goes without saying, that we are incredibly impressed with
our Year 6 girls who have shown great determination, resilience and
flexibility in securing these results and, of course, the staff for all
their hard work. Well done, everyone.
Next week we will be celebrating World Down’s Syndrome Day at
School. Due to the current restrictions, Hannah’s sister, Chloe is
disappointedly unable to attend assembly. I will explain that there are
more similarities than differences between those people that have
Downs Syndrome and those who do not. Many of you will be aware,
that Chloe has Downs Syndrome and used to attend our Nursery and
Kindergarten before moving onto a local school. We will miss you in
assembly, Chloe. You are a superstar! On Friday 26th March we would
like to invite the boys and girls to wear ‘odd socks’ to celebrate World
Down Syndrome Day. Please send children in with a £1 donation (50p
for each sock!) in support of The Down’s Syndrome Association.
It gives me great pleasure to announce that Mrs Mary Price has been
appointed as Deputy Head at Tormead Junior School, from
September, 2021. An outstanding teacher, coupled with great
strategic capability, Mrs Price will be greatly missed by us all and I
know that she will be an asset to Tormead. Congratulations, Mrs Price.
Finally, as we approach the last week of term I would like to remind
you of the end of term pick up timings:
EYFS: 11.30am
Years 1 and 2: 11.40am
Years 3 and 4: 11.50am
Years 5 and 6: 12.00 noon
Have a super weekend and I look forward to seeing you at the gate on
Monday morning. I hope that the sun will still be shining!
Mrs Jane Whittingham
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This afternoon the following Headmistress’ Award and Commendations were presented during
Assembly:
Commendations
Bronwyn (Y4) - For excelling in PE and Sport
Rosanna H (Y6) – For excelling in PE and Sport
Zachary (Y2) – For excellent descriptive writing in English
Chloe H (Y3) – For consistently excellent work in Maths
Jemima (Y3) – For consistently excellent work in Maths
Hongming (Y4) – For excellent work in Maths and inventing maths puzzles
Sofia P (Y6) – For consistently high standards of work in English
Crafts Award
Amaya (Y3) – For her clay cat
Pull It Out The Bag
Scarlet (Y6) – For the School Council – lockdown memories work
Katy D (Y6) – For outstanding detective work solving a maths mystery
Finlie (Y4) – For the School Council – lockdown memories work
Lauren (Y6) – For Outstanding maths mystery detective work
Hongming (Y4) – For excellent skills in Hockey
Benjamin H (Y2) – For excellent understanding of fractions
Luna (Y2) – For excellent understanding of fractions
Gabriella (Y2) – For excellent effort trying to improve handwriting
Chloe (YR) – For showing amazing confidence in Drama

NOTES FROM MRS MITCHELL – DEPUTY HEAD
It is wonderful that we can be back in school and it is great to have the buildings and grounds
full of voices, laughter and a buzz of learning again. I have been so impressed with the way in
which all pupils have embraced the change and adapted. Children are proving to be resilient,
adaptable and creative. There is a desire to be together, an aspiration to learn with and from
others, to make great progress and to be amazing human beings. There is an aspiration to
contribute positively to the community, to treat others with dignity and respect, to bring hope
into hopeless situations and from this we can learn so much. St. Hilary’s pupils have simply been,
outstanding. Not everyone finds these changes easy and our strong staff team are here to
support both the children and their families.
Cecily, Immy, Emily and Clara in Year 6 have been reflecting on how there
is ‘hope’ and how they can support the school community. They have
decided to organise and coordinate a photography competition which will
be running over the Easter holidays. Please see their poster below.

Page |4

Friday Notes – 19th March 2021

It was a glorious start to the week and there was no better time for Year 3 to get gardening
during Enrichment. We are really looking forward to the seeing the fruit and vegetables that
you are growing!
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This week Year 6 have challenged themselves to eat all the colours of the rainbow. Well done,
Year 6. Super nutrition and healthy eating!

Mrs Mitchell

PRE-PREP NOTES FROM MRS HILLERY
The boys and girls in Year 1 are well into the swing of being back at school. They have had
another busy and exciting week. Their recent studies of ‘The Three Little Pigs’ has extended to
Science, where they investigated which material was the best for ‘Mr Wolf’ to use for a coat.
There were some excellent discussions and theories, but everyone agreed that he would need
his coat to be waterproof! In Art, the children have continued their clay work and this week
made a decorative bee and spoon for their honey pots. They are looking forward to painting
them next week, after they have been in the kiln! In Games, the children were practising their
hand/eye co-ordination with throwing and catching activities. They took full advantage of the
dry weather when they headed to the woods for Forest School. There, the boys and girls
enjoyed a scavenger hunt, spotting numerous growing things, including wild garlic, snowdrops and
also the elusive lichen. It has been another wonderful week and the children have continued to
impress with their enthusiasm.
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What another busy week we have had in Year 2. We continued with our work based around Mrs
Armitage on wheels in English, looking at commas and designing our own bike in true Mrs
Armitage fashion! The children planned and began to write their own sequel, ‘Mrs Armitage on
roller skates’. In Maths we have been working on understanding how to find a third of shapes
and amounts, as well as distinguishing between unit and non-unit fractions. Lots of practical
resources have helped with our fraction work this week. In Enrichment the children began
making kaleidoscopes during their STEM session and during our mindfulness lesson we focused
on how to look after ourselves through relaxation and positive thoughts. In Topic we looked at
Mr Horta’s job of designing and making masks and in Science the children explored how materials
change shape when a force is exerted on them.
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Mrs Hillery

EYFS NOTES FROM MRS HILLERY
Nursery have had a fantastic week, they have been busy making
lots of lovely Easter crafts for their special books and have
enjoyed playing in the Quiet Garden. The Nursery children have
also been busy practising how to put on and taking off their coats
and shoes by themselves, the Nursery teachers showed the
children the special trick of standing at the hood and flicking it
over their heads.

This week in Kindergarten the children have enjoyed learning about ‘Easter’ and ‘New Life’. They
have been taking part in lots of Easter crafts, making cards, chick pictures and marbling eggs
using paint and shaving foam. They have also collaged a beautiful yellow daffodil ready for
Monday’s reflection day. This week’s experiment involved finding out what happens when you put
sweets in water. The children were amazed to see the rainbow, and found out that it works, but
not as well when you repeat the experiment using milk. To celebrate Red Nose Day 2021, the
children decorated some red nose day biscuits and had fun going on red nose hunt around the
garden!
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Reception have had a super week, learning all about dinosaurs and the environment as we read
Dinosaurs and all that rubbish. This sparked super conversations and discussions about how we
have a responsibility to look after our planet. The children wowed us with wonderful posters
which displayed their knowledge and understanding about an element of environmental
awareness such as ‘clean up your rubbish’ and ‘turn off the lights’.
The boys’ and girls’ communication and language skills have been enhanced by the use of our role
play boxes. We have opened a restaurant with menus and orders taken, a Vet surgery as well as
a Shop and a Dino Explorer camp. It has been wonderful to see the children’s creativity and
imagination and flare!
Our shop role play linked nicely to our Maths lessons this week where we have been revisiting
our understanding of money. We have also extended the children by exploring addition using
coins. All of the children have enjoyed developing their ICT skills on our class computer by
sorting coins into the correct boxes, as well as creating their very own coins, thinking not only
about design but also about value.
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Mrs Hillery
CELEBRATIONS
The following boys and girls were proud to be awarded a certificate for Pupil of the
Week:
RR – Sofia – For lovely clarity and flow when reading
RR – Clara – For a fantastic poster about saving the planet
RE – James – For making excellent progress in reading and comprehension work
RE – India – For sharing excellent ideas about how we should look after our planet
1G – Grace – For a positive attitude and extra effort in lessons
1G – Henry M – For an excellent attitude and greater contributions
1H – Buster – For working so diligently in class
1H – Eli – For completing all of his work thoroughly and quietly
2B – Willow – For brilliant effort with her work on fractions
2B – Ella – For excellent fractions work in maths
2P – Freddie – For creative ideas for Mrs Artmitage work
2P - Elisabeth – For creative ideas for Mrs Artmitage work
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CURRICULUM INFORMATION
MATHS
After a week settling back into the routines of school life during Covid, we are now all well and
truly in to our stride! The children have been working hard and have enjoyed working
collaboratively.
At the beginning of the week all of Year 3 to Year 6 checked up on their learning by completing
assessments. Year 4 have continued to challenge themselves by looking at fractions and
decimals. They enjoyed using the iPads and the wonderful Moving Digit Cards program on the
Top Marks website to investigate multiplying and dividing numbers by 10 and 100. They have also
used number lines to round decimal numbers to the nearest whole number.
Year 5 have been looking at quadrilaterals this week. They have been classifying quadrilaterals
by considering parallel and perpendicular sides, side length and by predicting if the diagonal
bisect each other. We now all know what a polygon is!
Year 6 have been having fun with Tangrams. We have been working with the iPads to solve
tangram puzzles and then went on to create our own amazing designs. Well done everyone on all
your super efforts this week.
Ms Moore’s maths group have been looking at different methods to
find equivalent fractions including fraction walls, manipulatives and
mental methods. Ms Moore has been encouraging children to look for
patterns in equivalent fractions too.
Mrs Alcock

ENGLISH
Year 6 has continued to impress and delight us this week as we have been
reading and studying the most exciting part of ‘Holes’. The lightbulb moments
are coming thick and fast, and events and themes in the book have sparked
fascinating class discussions about issues ranging from the ethics of youth
offender institutions to which factors would make it difficult for them to
disappear! We have also discussed the meaning of ‘fate’ and ‘coincidence’ and
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how faith may help the main character, Stanley, as he is faced with enormous
challenges. It has been a lively and exciting week in the Year 6 classrooms!
Pupils in Year 5 have also been racing through their class text,
‘The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe’ and are also finding
the pace of the book has stepped up. The thrilling battle
between Peter and the Wolf led us to discuss the presentation
of Good and Evil, the central motif within the story and we
were wowed by their perceptive comments and some of their
critical thinking.
Ms Moore's Year 4 class finished reading ‘The Firework Maker’s Daughter’ this
week and they reflected upon their predictions regarding how the story may
end and were delighted by some very accurate predictions. They also
considered their favourite scenes in the story.
The book was enjoyed by all and the pupils have concluded that they shall
remember it as their 'home schooling text'. It continues to be a pleasure
hearing the children read in person too!
Mrs Beach

PERFORMING ARTS
What a delightful return to face-to-face lessons it has been for our boys and girls, and the
excitement is high all round!
Year 3 have excellently recorded their lines and sound effects for their radio play - Journey to
Nevar - which is now in the editing suite. We are all desperate to hear the final results, which
are will be hitting the St. Hilary's sound waves soon.
Year 4 have been truly exemplary in rehearsals for their production - A Fairytale Frenzy. Their
work from lockdown has really paid off and you are in for a treat once they have recorded next
week.
Mr Parton

MUSIC
Music is very much back in school again! The children have enjoyed
learning about rhythm, notation and music appreciation in all age
groups. At every opportunity when the weather allows, we go outside
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to take part in various musical activities. Here are Year 6 practising
hand chimes in the sun.
Mrs Wood

SPORTS NEWS
We’ve had another exciting and busy week in PE. The last weeks of term focus on Spring term
sports, with a games focus on Netball and an introduction to hockey for Year 3 and 4. We will
finish off this term with House competitions to ensure the children continue to experience and
enjoy competitive sport.
Reception have continued to develop their throwing, catching and bouncing skills whilst working
with a partner. They continue to develop their spatial awareness, moving into space without
bumping into their friends!
Year 1 enjoyed their second rugby lesson, practicing their dodging skills and sprinting to avoid
being tagged. They passed the ball around a square and remembered all the points from last
week. In ball skills, Year 1 enjoyed rotating around four different activities to practice
throwing, catching and team work with the ball. They loved playing with the crazy catch!
Year 2 developed their rugby skills this week to beat a defender and score a try in pairs. They
demonstrated excellent skills. In ball skills practise, Year 2 worked on their excellent skills by
moving up and down the court in teams throwing and catching. Next week they will compete in
House Netball.
All children in Prep continued with their passing and dribbling skills in hockey and have begun to
move into small games. Year 4-6 will play house hockey next week. Year 3 did so well in their
second hockey lesson, remembering everything they were taught last week in dribbling. Their
skills really improved this week and they achieved some excellent passing. Year 5 and 6 played
a versatility Netball tournament. They played all the positions on the court as part of the
tournament and demonstrated some excellent match play. Year 5 and 6 will play house Netball
next week.
We look forward to lots of games and inter-school competition to finish the term next week.

Mrs McGuigan
P a g e | 13

Friday Notes – 19th March 2021

FRIENDS OF ST HILARY’S NEWS
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WEEK’S MENU FOR w/c 22nd March
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