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I hope that you had a good Half Term and for those of you working,
managed to take a few days off. The first few gate duties, after a
break, are always a particular joy and we have enjoyed hearing the
children’s news this week.
We are aware that a lot of our grandparents read our Friday Notes,
whether that be from close by or from a distance. Thank you to those
of you who managed to attend our Grandparent’s Tea Parties. The boys
and girls really enjoyed performing to all of you and we were delighted
to receive so many letters, cards, and emails, expressing gratitude,
after the events. I would also like to take this opportunity to thank
Mrs Marshall and our Catering Team for providing such a mouthwatering afternoon tea.

School has been a hive of activity this week and the calendar for the weeks ahead look
exceptionally busy. Year 6 are now in the throe of their Senior School examinations, as there

has been a shift with the local schools to hold these now, rather than in the Spring Term. We
have been impressed with the mature approach in which the boys and girls are conducting
themselves and, whilst we wish them good luck, we also believe that they are ready and wellprepared.
This Half Term is always a special one in School, as we head towards Christmas and all the
excitement that generates! Of course, some of the activities take place slightly earlier in School
than you may choose to do at home, and this includes decorating our Christmas tree. All pupils
new to the school, since last Christmas are invited to bring in a red and/or gold decoration for
the tree. We would appreciate it if you could send the decoration in in a named bag and please
make sure it is not made from glass.
The Big Red Staircase has been busy with visitors coming to have a chat, to share news or work,
and Mrs Mitchell and I were delighted to meet with the Library Prefect and Ms Lloyd to draw
our team for the Celebration of Football, in anticipation of the forthcoming World Cup. We were
delighted to draw Tunisia, and at the end of our Board Meeting, yesterday evening, the
Governors drew Wales. Our thanks go to Ms Lloyd for organising this and ensuring so many of
our School community are involved. In addition to the buzz the World Cup will stimulate in
School, each class will learn information about their country and develop an understanding of
their culture.
I very much enjoyed watching our U9A team play some top-class netball, leading them to win
the Netball Tournament, at Rowan Prep School and to the U9B team who were commendable
runners up in their group. I also enjoyed my visit to the Chapel at Charterhouse, on Wednesday
evening to watch our pupils participating in the Singing with Strings initiative. Thank you to Mrs
Purcell, Head of Music, for leading this and for all those staff who contributed, making it such
a success. It was a special treat and so lovely to do these things once more.
Our Remembrance Assembly was especially poignant this morning. I would like to extend special
thanks to our guests, Mr Graham (ex-Commander in the British Navy) and his wife (grandparents
to ex pupils), to Mrs McClure (ex-Captain in the British Army and parents to ex-pupils) and Mr
Gregory (who served in both Iraq and Afghanistan and father to Rosie, Y3). Congratulations also
go to Scarlet, Y3 for providing the lone drum beat, at the beginning and the end, to Head Pupil,
Amaara, Y6 for reading ‘In Flander’s Field’ and to Lydia for playing The Last Post. Well done,
to you all.
I hope that you have a lovely weekend. Please ensure that your son/daughter has their coat
with them every day and take special care in the car park, as it gets darker earlier, every day.
We look forward to seeing you at the gates on Monday morning.
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This afternoon the following Commendations and Awards were presented during Assembly:
Headteacher’s Award
Amaara (Y6) for reading so well in Remembrance Assembly
Lydia (Y6) for playing The Last Post so well in Remembrance Assembly
Scarlet (Y3) for playing the drum so well in Remembrance Assembly
Rosy (Y5) for an excellent Science video
Commendations
Grace Y (Y3) for being such a kind and helpful girl
Griffith, Huey, Lilian, Chloe and Otis (Y2) for superb poems on Fireworks, using
onomatopoeia
Ethan, Alfie and Ben (Y3) for excellent work in Verbal Reasoning
Greyson (Y4) for continued commitment to homework
Ada and Henry (YR) for good literacy work
Buzzy Bee Learner
Leo, Suki, Bronwyn and Lexie (Y6) for buzzing with their Maths
Elena (Y5) for always taking the initiative in her learning
Crafts Award
Edward (YR) for making a GIANT drawing, taller than Mrs Ranger!
Cutlery Award
Mia (YR) for great cutlery skills
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Do It Yourself
Ben (Y3) for excellent independent writing
Excellent Etiquette
Freja (Y3) for fabulous listening and following instructions
Matilda (Y4) for asking if Mrs Byrd had a good half term
Personal Best
Stephanie, Oscar, and Jason (Y3) for super comprehension skills
Eli (Y3) for super reading when reading his book to the class
Dexter, Nikolai, Isaac, Max, and James (Y4) for stunning Kurt Jackson seascapes
Ishir (Y1) for writing a brilliant story
Pull it Out the Bag
Alfie (Y3) for real improvement in lessons
Andrey (Y2) for independent Maths using tens in addition and subtraction
Rose (Y2) for determination and success in Maths
Clara (Y2) for using adjectives to add description to her work
Freddie (Y2) for brilliant effort in both reading and writing
Zoe, James, and Theo (Y2) for excellent poems on fireworks, using onomatopoeia
Dora, Darcie, and Jocelyn (Y3) for swimming against the Y4 team at the Swimming Gala
Oscar and Jason (Y3) for attending their first ever Swimming Gala
Autumn (Y4) for a beautiful Kurt Jackson seascape
Take a Risk
George (Y6) for incredible bravery during the Grandparent’s Tea Party performance
Ciara (YR) for taking a risk in Literacy this week
True Friend
Martha (Y6) for not being a bystander and being a true friend and role model to all
Edward W (YR) always there to cheer up a sad friend!
Griffith (Y2) for being kind to everyone all the time
True Grit
Orla (Y6) for excellent Maths work this week
Camilla (Y4) for playing on, regardless of a ball to the face
Willow (Y4) for playing a netball match with a badly injured arm
Chloe (Y5) for always giving 100% to her swimming

NOTES FROM MRS MITCHELL – DEPUTY HEAD
The positive buzz and energy around school has been tangible over the last few days following
half term. With the clocks going back, torrential downpours and floods, a lightning strike and
gale force winds, it is easy to forget that so much more has been happening this week. Year 4,
U9A Netball Team had a fantastic result on Saturday winning the Rowan Tournament, whilst the
U9 B’s came runners up in their group. Author Barbara Mitchelhill had a very captive audience
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in Year 6 as she told the boys and girls about the creation of her new book, ‘Secret
Suffragettes,’ whilst School Council have been busy discussing suggestions given to them by
their classes. On Tuesday, 3DP delivered an outstanding assembly, showcasing some wonderful
facts based on their History lessons and trip to Butser Ancient Farm. Thank you to Mrs Purcell
who organised ‘Singing with Strings’ for your Year 4 and 5 children at Charterhouse Chapel on
Wednesday evening. This was a collaborative performance project with other local schools
alongside an orchestra of strings, piano and percussion from the Yehudi Menuhin School and the
String Academy. On Friday, we held our special whole school Remembrance Assembly and I was
struck by the maturity and respect (one of our school values) all the boys and girls demonstrated
during the two-minute silence.
Next week is ‘Anti-Bullying Week’ and the AB Ambassadors will be sharing their assembly,
including kick starting a ‘kindness Bucket’ competition. Perform will be working with children
from Year 1 through to Year 6 delivering Anti-Bullying Drama sessions. We also have booked for
the Spring Term a number of e-safety workshops for the boys and girls. In addition, an evening
workshop for parents. More information including a save the date will follow.
As always, the Calendar is full next week as we look forward to our Chess House Competition on
Monday and dress up Pyjama Day on Friday, for Children in Need. Not forgetting the FOSH
Christmas Fair on Saturday 19th November! 4P have their assembly on Tuesday and Year 5 are
visiting Pallant House Gallery. We also look forward to inviting many of our Parents into school
for Parents’ Evening. A reminder that there will be a crèche if required, for pupils of St. Hilary’s
School. You will need to sign in/out your son/daughter from the Reception classrooms and this
will only be available for the duration of your appointment.
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PRE-PREP NOTES FROM MRS HILLERY
Year 1
The boys and girls in Year 1 have returned to school with renewed energy and it has been great
to see their enthusiasm hasn’t changed!
The children learnt about the Gunpowder Plot and Guy Fawkes in their Topic lesson this week.
They discovered the origin of Bonfire Night and enjoyed creating a poster on staying safe
around fireworks in their English lessons. They also enjoyed listening to the story of Plop, the
main character in ‘The Owl Who Was Afraid of the Dark’. In the story, Plop, a baby barn owl,
encounters various people who gradually help him to overcome his fear of night-time. In Maths
this week the children have been looking at whole numbers and breaking them into two parts and
have begun to add and subtract 1 and 2 digit numbers. In Science, the boys and girls have begun
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to learn about light and dark and they created a poster with fun facts about the sun. The
children began their latest DT project this week by drawing a background for Plop the barn owl.
This is in preparation for the next lesson when they will cut out and decorate Plop, ready for
him to slide out of his tree hole and sit on a branch. In Forest School the boys and girls
investigated pattern in the woods using different leaf shapes and colour. They learnt about
deciduous trees and evergreen trees and why they are different and made their own patterns
using autumn leaves. Rehearsals began this week for the forthcoming Nativity and the children
are getting very excited at the prospect of performing.
One of the highlights this week was the first trip to the swimming pool for Year 1 children. They
were buzzing with excitement to ride on the minibuses and had a splashing time in the pool!
Another treat this week, was a visit from Pippa, the little dog who belongs to one of our minibus
drivers, Ms Beswick-Pichaver. Some of the children enjoyed reading their books to Pippa, who
will be a regular visitor to the boys and girls in Year 1.

Year 2
We have had a super week in Year 2 and it was wonderful to welcome the children back and hear
all about their half terms. Trick or treating and fireworks night were enjoyed by many!
In English this week we have been looking at poetry, based around Fireworks night. The children
learnt all about Guy Fawkes and why he is put on top of the bonfire before we looked at some
poetry using onomatopoeia. Using our own experiences of fireworks night and watching a video
of fireworks, the children came up with some amazing onomatopoeia words to describe the
fireworks. They then wrote some incredible poems using these words and descriptive sentences.
We were so impressed with their finished products, written onto black paper using chalk and
glitter.
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In Maths we have been busy adding and subtracting in 10s. We discussed how when looking at a
100 square we could jump in ones to add 20 or subtract 40, but that actually it is much quicker
to jump up or down as that is the same as adding or subtracting 10. We played some fun games
using dienes and Numicon to further our understanding.
One of the highlights of the week was our trip to Hoe Bridge school in Woking. Whilst the
weather certainly wasn’t on our side, this didn’t dampen the children’s spirits and although we
were unable to take part in cross country, the children had a great time challenging each other
in a variety of different skills based activities. Their perseverance and stamina during the
afternoon was commendable, well done everyone!
In Topic we continued our work on Africa, this week delving deeper into the Big Five and
beginning to take notes, using a variety of sources including non-fiction books and Ipads. The
children began to create a poster to share with the class which they will continue with and
present next week. We have asked them to test you and see if you know what the Big Five are!
With much excitement, our rehearsals have begun for the Christmas Nativity. If your child is
unsure of their lines from memory, please could we ask that you spend some time practising with
them at home – this could be instead of reading their reading book for a night or two. If your
child does know them off by heart, focus could now be on projection and expression when
delivering their lines.
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NOTES FROM MRS HILLERY – HEAD OF EYFS

Nursery
We have had a great first week back at Nursery and have loved hearing all about what the
children got up to over half term. We started the week by making firework pictures using paint
and glitter, exploring all the different colours. We then had a trip to the Library and read some
stories, as well as choosing one to bring back to Nursery for the week! To end the week, we have
been making poppies, using our hand prints for Remembrance Day.

Kindergarten
We have had a fun filled first week back! The children have enjoyed sharing stories about
bonfire night and the fireworks displays they saw at the weekend. We then enjoyed creating
fireworks in a jar, using oil, warm water and food colouring to create mini bursts of colour. We
saw red, green, yellow and blue mini fireworks. We also created a beautiful firework craft.
Ahead of our Nativity we have started learning our songs and listening to the story.
We had fun creating shooting stars by recognising numbers 1-10 and counting out the beads to
correspond, then practising our fine motor skills by threading the correct amount of beads onto
the star.
We ended the week talking about Remembrance Day and creating poppy crafts.
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Reception
We have had a good first week back in Reception after our half term holidays. We are changing
our topic for the next few weeks, which will be about “People who help us”. We have introduced
this via a picture book called Burglar Bill, written and illustrated by Janet and Allan Ahlberg
In literacy we have chosen pictures from the story and have written keywords, captions and
sentences underneath it. In our second piece of writing we have been writing about police
officers and what they do to help in the community.
Mrs Ranger and Mrs Beattie role played a scene from Burglar Bill, where, in the end, Burglar Bill
gets caught. Police Officer Ranger was able to speak to a lot of witnesses and investigate some
very important fingerprints which were left behind. Mrs Beattie was the main suspect as the
children cleverly noticed that Burglar Bill was wearing the same clothes as her! All children then
had a go at making their own finger print cards.
In Maths we have been learning about heights and lengths, using the vocabulary of short, tall,
big, small and long. We were able to compare two children by measuring them with giant Lego
bricks. We also researched capacity this week. Through investigations we found out that it is
not always true that a narrow cup holds more sand, when its level is higher than the wider cup!
We were able to tell when a bottle is full, nearly full, half full, nearly empty and empty. We had
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our own Reception Water Filling Race and were able to answer how we could make the race fairer
and how we could fill the bucket quicker of even slower.

Mrs Hillery
CELEBRATIONS
The following boys and girls were proud to be awarded a certificate for Pupil of the
Week:
RCH – Mia – for applying excellent pre-cursive handwriting
RR – Elouise – for beautiful handwriting in Literacy this week
RR – Iris – for super achievements in Reception this week
RR – Jack – for beginning to blend his sounds to make CVC words
1GS – Jackson – for always trying his very best in every lesson
1H – Arthur – for making a good firework safety poster
2B – Chloe – excellent adding and subtracting in tens
2E – Grace – for wonderful progress in her creative writing
2H – Isla – for outstanding focus during Maths and English lessons

CURRICULUM INFORMATION
MATHS
It has been a very busy return to school after the half term break for the Maths department.
The children have tackled their studies with real enthusiasm and I have been so impressed with
their efforts.
In Year 3, Mrs Partridge and Mrs Davidge’s group have been looking at money, while with Mrs
Redman the children have been working on addition through partitioning and column method.
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Following on from their addition and subtraction work from last half term, Year 4 have been
using the inverse operation and estimation to check answers. The children had great fun
pretending to be teachers by marking a ‘pupil’s’ work, undoing the calculations and checking the
answers were correct. Some even choose to award House Points to their fictitious pupil!
Year 5 have been investigating perimeter of composite shapes. They used their knowledge of
rectangles to find the length of missing sides and then calculated the total perimeter of a given
shape. In Mrs Copper’s group the girls have been working hard on securing their multiplication
tables and using this knowledge to complete long multiplication work.
Year 6 continue to work incredible hard on their revision for the upcoming senior school
examinations. As the first few exams have now taken place, the children have really impressed
us with their focus, determination and true grit. Keep going Year 6 you are doing yourselves, and
St Hilary’s proud.
Mrs Brown

DRAMA
After the excitement of finishing last half term with the Grandparents' Tea Party (which was
a rip-roaring success!), we have begun this half term with our customary energy, enthusiasm and
buzzy-ness!
The Year 1 and Year 2 pupils have begun preparations for the KS1 Nativity - 'Children of the
World'. A wonderful story of Christmas traditions from around the world, I have been mightily
impressed with the hard work that the boys and girls from Year 2 have put in to learning lines
over the half term break. We are already underway with learning songs and dances, and cannot
wait to bring the show to life soon!
The preparations are also underway for our Carol Service, which we cannot wait to take back to
the Church live this year. Always a poignant and celebratory event, it is certainly getting us all
in the Christmas spirit!
We have been delighted how our new Drama Clubs have grown in numbers since their inception
at the beginning of this academic year. All clubs are close to capacity, but if you would like your
son/daughter to attend either the Year 1 and Year 2, Year 3 and Year 4 or Year 5 and Year 6
Drama clubs, please do drop me an email.
I feel incredibly proud of the work that our Year 6 Drama scholarship group have been putting
into their monologues and workshop preparation this academic year, too. Undoubtedly a super
talented bunch, but their work ethic is second to none and it has been a pleasure preparing them.
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We look forward to a busy half term of events and seeing you all soon for dramatic festivities.
In the meantime, have a lovely weekend.
Mr Parton

SPORTS NEWS
The rain has caused us all sorts of problems this week, with fixture cancelations coming in left,
right and centre, but that didn’t stop our U7’s heading over to Hoe Bridge for what was a crosscountry fixture, turned fitness session! The children loved it; learned new skills, and had the
opportunity to show their stamina in a friendly yet competitive manner.

Our U9AB girls travelled to Rowan Prep for a netball tournament on Saturday and were
exceptional throughout. Here is a tournament match report from Willow:
Netball U9A Team at Rowans School Saturday 5th November
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We played a tournament at the end of half term at Rowan School. It was raining pretty much
the whole time, but we didn’t mind. Our first match was against Aberdour and we won 2-0 and
our second match was against Rowan and we won 4-0.
For our third draw, we played The Study and we were quite nervous about this match. We also
managed to win this one 4-0. Our fourth match was against all the substitutes from the other
teams as St Theresa’s wasn’t there and we won that one 5-0.
In our final match against Notre Dame, we managed to get a 6-0 victory! We won the tournament
without letting in a goal.
The whole team played amazingly. I can’t pick out one player as we all played together as a team.
Ella, Flora, Matilda, Luna and Millie all got brilliant goals, intercepted and threw so well. Well
done, everyone! And a big thank you to firstly, Mrs Clements, but also Miss Higgins, Mr Don
Carolis and to Mrs Whittingham for supporting us. We had such a fun time and loved getting our
medals. Well done to the B team too, as they played brilliantly and came 2nd in their pool.

Willow Hughes
Very well done to St Hilary's B team who came runners up in the tournament. There was some
great shooting from Elisabeth, great defence from Abigail and Narenj, and excellent passing
from Lexi (captain) Chloe, and Autumn.
Results:
St Hilary's v St Teresa's won 2-0

St Hilary's v The Study lost 0-2

St Hilary's v Aberdour won 5-0

St Hilary's v Rowan green won 1-0

St Hilary's v Rowan red drew 0-0
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On Thursday our swimming team travelled to St Teresa’s for their second gala of the term. Pip
and Lydia opened the gala with a fantastic 100m IM! The whole team swam their hardest, with
some fantastic team work across all of the relays. The overall score was 163 points to St
Teresa’s and 172 points to St Hilary’s! Well done to everyone who took part.

The St Teresa’s Swimming Gala
10/11/22 Made by Ruby – Swimming Captain
Wow, I was so shocked about the gala on Thursday. It was amazing, I mean thank you to everyone
who came to the gala you were amazing. Also thank you to some of my friends for helping me
get everyone ready for their races.
Year 3 - Amazing Job, I am so proud of year 3. They just made my mouth drop to the floor.
They did amazing dives, perfect underwater phase, and beautiful technic just everything was
perfect.
Year 4 - Great Work, they were amazing. They were so confident, and they swam really fast. I
mean everyone was so fast at the gala today. So well done!
Year 5 - So Fast! They were so great on their races with strong starts and finishes. They were
excellent, Well Done!
Year 6 - Finally, Year 6, Year 6 were amazing I mean I don’t have anything to say because I was
so shocked but all I need to say is everything was perfect as well. Awesome Job!
Thank you so much to all the teacher that helped us get to the gala and to all the parents who
came to support their children.
Mr Don-Carolis & Mrs Lovesey
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LUNCH MENU w/c 14th November
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