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St. Hilary’s Friday Notes
Friday, 15th May 2020

ST HILARY’S AND THE PHILOSOPHER’S STONE
‘Are we human beings or human doings?‘ ‘How often do we just BE?’
Miss Hall
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Dear Parents,
It seems rather a long time ago since I wrote the last Friday Notes
although and a lot has certainly happened since then! I very much
enjoyed seeing all the photos and reading all the messages regarding
VE Day. The boys and girls obviously learnt a lot and no doubt the 75th
anniversary of the end of World War II will be etched in their
memories for a number of reasons.
The weekend came to a close with the much anticipated statement
from the Prime Minister and parents will have received an update
regarding the intention to open the physical buildings of the school
for pupils in Nursery, Kindergarten, Reception, Year 1 and Year 6.
There will be of course, more information to follow as we expect to
receive stringent guidance from HM Government, including the DfE,
Public Health England and Surrey County Council. The safety of all
members of the school community is of the upmost importance to us.
I would like to reiterate that we have been instructed to open the
physical buildings of the school to the year groups specified and do
not have a choice in this matter.

The boys and girls are buzzing and I am enjoying seeing them in
assemblies and sharing their news. The blue tits in our nesting box at
school have been growing at a rapid rate and I was delighted to see so
many beautiful pictures, collages and paintings of these beautiful
birds, following our assemblies at the beginning of the week. Lydia,
Y3 and Dora, R, even found a painting their Great Grandfather had
done
Delicious smells of baking have been wafting through the streets of
Godalming and the local area as the children have been refining their
culinary skills. Indeed, much measuring and weighing took place on
National Numeracy Day on Wednesday, a timely excuse for making and
baking and I am only sorry that I was not there to sample the results!
Our thanks go to Mrs Brown, Head of Maths, for putting together such
an exciting array of activities for the children – the buzz was palpable!
Poppy, Y3, made a very exciting skittle game with water bottles, which
gave her plenty of opportunity to practise some quite complex
mathematical skills. Well done, Poppy.
Indeed, the standard of work across the board has been quite
exceptional and our thanks go again go to our parents for embracing the
home learning with such enthusiasm. Year 6 girls completed incredible
work in English writing with fantastic depth and emotional maturity way
beyond their years. Well done, girls. I am also enjoying the abundance
of creativity, from stunning art work, to gingerbread gymnastics (!) and
a whopping marble run designed by Sophia, Y4. I look forward to seeing
more stunning creations next week.
The recent weeks, have also provided the boys and girls with the
opportunity to acquire life skills which will stand them in very good
stead for the future. They are becoming increasingly independent and
organised and showing incredible empathy, kindness and patience to
their siblings and parents. Well done, to all of you. I am so proud of all
of you and remember, as Winnie the Pooh said, “There is something you
must always remember. You are braver than you believe, stronger than
you seem and smarter than you think.”
I hope you manage to enjoy the sunny weather that is promised this
weekend and we will see you next week for another week of home
learning.
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This afternoon following Headmistress’ Awards and Commendations were presented during
Assembly:
Headmistress’ Awards
Isabella (Y3) – For a superb entry for the Gingerbread Gymnastics
Eve (Y6) – For writing an excellent play script
Ophelia (Y6) – For writing an excellent play script
Bea (Y6) – For excellent creative writing and video presentation
Commendations
Cecilia (Y1) – For making weighing scales our of Lego STEAM
Henry (Y2) – For his excellent attitude to learning this week
Effie (Y2) – For giving her best and working independently
Hongming (Y3) – For excellent work in comprehension
Rose (Y4) – For a super video about how she planted her sunflowers
Cecily (Y5) – For an excellent Gingerbread Gymnastic creation
Emilia (Y3) – For her excellent PowerPoint on Tony Hart

NOTES FROM MRS MITCHELL – DEPUTY HEAD
It has been another busy ‘virtual’ school week and we continue to say a huge thank you to children
for showing resilience and determination during these extraordinary times. Thank you also to
all the parents for working with the staff to make a positive difference. More than anything
right now children need to feel comfort. The Form Teachers have thoroughly enjoyed seeing
their class members with some wonderfully themed Zoom meetings. This consistency, routine
and predictability matters. 4CH showed each other what they were proud of!
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Creativity has also been central to supporting
the pupils with their learning as well as mental
health. Being able to get completely lost in an
activity so that they forget all about their
worries and issues can be a real gift for
children right now. Congratulations to Sofia P
on her fabulous painting inspired by Angie
Lewin.

A
sense
of
purpose
and
accomplishment is brilliant for our
self-esteem and whilst at home
setting small goals can be really
beneficial. Congratulations to Iris,
Eliza
and
Philip
for
their
performances in this week’s Chess
Tournament.

Well done to Joshua, who like so many of the children are
supporting at home. Making their own bed, helping with washing as
well as cooking and cleaning are important life skills and can give
real fulfilment. Kindness, empathy, ‘DIY’ contribute to the
qualities we want our young children to have as they move into the
wider world and become young citizens.

It has been wonderful to see and hear about the inspiring work the children have created.
Well done to Bea, Clara, Hermione and Cecily who were clearly engaged with their work and
certainly showed they were having fun along the way!
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I would like to reiterate that what you are
doing right now really matters; it is hard and
no-one has written a rule book on how to do
this well. Maths and English matter, but right
now, feeling happy, safe and cared for matter
just as much, if not more.

Mrs Mitchell

PRE-PREP NOTES FROM MRS HILLERY

Autumn and Ezra

Alice’s VE celebration!
James’ WW2 battleship and picnic!
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James ordering weight

Willow and Raffy weighing

Lexi and Isabella measuring

Benjamin, Billy and Cecilia make great weighing scales!
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Gabriella and Charlotte’s weight ordering,

Evie used Jenga blocks to compare
weight

Luna’s feast plan and measuring with Nahla

Benji measures capacity
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Matilda’s feast food

Year 1 have had a super week! They have all worked so hard to continue their learning about
castles, thinking about the kitchens in them and how the food (that was a bit rotten!) was
disguised! They went onto learn about Mediaeval Banquets, preparing fabulous feasts, writing
menus and making some food in the style of a banquet (no peacocks, though!). Maths has been
amazing, too, with so much weighing, comparing capacities and finding lengths. There has been
fabulous work all round! I am looking forward to learning about Knights and Jousting next week,
too.
Year 2 have continued to look at The Lighthouse Keeper’s lunch this week. We have been focusing
on using exciting synonyms to improve descriptive writing and the children wrote brilliantly
descriptive ‘wanted’ posters for Mr Grinling. In Maths, our focus has been measurement and the
children really enjoyed putting what they learnt by baking flapjacks, banana bread, gingerbread.
We loved seeing the delicious looking photographs of the creations. We took a step back in time
to think about what the seaside was like during Victorian times. We will be looking at how things
have changed through the decades and also how some traditions have remained the same.

Ben’s baking
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Happy Effie!

Well done George
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Jemima’s enjoying it!

Maisie’s Art work

James is pleased

Cute factor!

Polina’s walk

Mrs Hillery

NOTES FROM MRS HILLERY – HEAD OF EYFS
This week in Nursery we have been busy making shape monsters, making jam sandwiches, as well
as number and shape tracing in salt. Also we have been exploring floating and sinking with objects
we have at home. As you can tell by all the photos, lots of fun has been had!
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In KG the children have been learning about the African Savannah and desert habitats, making
animal face masks. The children have enjoyed watching the story of Handa's Surprise, acting
out the story and making a variety animal masks. They have learnt new animals such as an Ostrich
and Antelope, and new fruits such as Guava! They have played fruit surprise Bingo and even made
their own fruit salads. Some of the children made fruit sticks with a honey and yogurt dip and
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others explored length by making extremely long sausages out of clay or salt dough, which they
sued to measure long and short, as well as rolling them into snails. All very cross-curricular!

Sofia’s drawing

Rose’s snail

Oliver and Joseph’s Handa’s surprise

Rose as an elephant

Savannah’s garden

Hugo’s snail garden

Otis

In Reception this week the children have continued their learning about Space. In Literacy we
studied the e-book Back to Earth with a Bump and about a character called Hal, and
his adventures up in Space. This inspired some wonderful pieces of writing linked to the story
and learning about the concept of thought bubbles. We then enjoyed labelling the planets in the
correct order.
Well done Reception!
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In Maths, we have refreshed our memories in learning about the Months of the Year, and how
to count Doubles. It has been wonderful to see the children use a range of techniques - mirrors,
games and even magic wands to help them progress to solve doubles word problems!
As well as completing some fantastic work in Maths and English, we have also really enjoyed
seeing evidence of their wonderful imaginations when creating Space Stations, amazing planet
art work, and enjoying their performing arts and PE lessons!

Chisengo’s planting

Dora’s ISS

Finley’s ISS

Grace’s months of the year

Charlie W’s 100 VE swings

Charlie G’s art work

Eli and Anaiah measuring sunflowers

Grace’s planet

Priyanka’s Space creations

Mrs Hillery
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CELEBRATIONS
The following boys and girls were proud to be awarded a certificate for Pupil of the
Week:
RR – Grace - For super Mathematics completing the Months of the Year Task.
RE - Eli - For continuing to show super determination and progress in his handwriting.
1G – Zander – For working hard at home
1H – Alexia – For reading so much and so well
2B - Rory - For his excellent Maths work during the week, especially his extra work on National
Numeracy Day.
2P – Ben – For excellent hard work despite being in a different time zone

CURRICULUM INFORMATION
ENGLISH
We have had another busy week in the English Department and once again, a plethora
of creative and imaginative writing has impressed us all. Using their class novel as a springboard,
Year 6 tried their hand at writing a play script. They had to also draw on the inference skills
which we practise in comprehension work as the subject matter of their play was a section of
the novel which the author does not explicitly detail, but rather they had to impose how they
believed the author would have presented this incident. Their work showed a pleasing sense of
sophistication and empathy.
Year 5 had some light relief after working on a comprehension text about recycling as they were
charged with devising a radio jingle to advertise the need for recycling to their peers. The
results were a hilarious deluge of jaunty advertising slogans sent to us by the Voice Memo
feature on the Showbie app. They succeeded in cleverly utilising the figurative devices we are
studying in class. Year 4 children have been busy looking at the techniques required to write
persuasive letters and then they produced a letter to the main character in their class
novel, persuading him to either run away from or remain in the Workhouse in which he now finds
himself. Some very emotive language and phrases have been practised! Year 3 has read and
enjoyed Chapter 3 of The Sheep Pig and they have used speech punctuation to continue a
dialogue between the two main characters. This week's grammar focus was on clauses and noun
phrases and the challenge has been to use these in their independent writing, using a picture as
a stimulus.
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Mrs Beach

MATHS

Mrs Brown
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PERFORMING ARTS
Well, what another tremendous week of Drama and Performing Arts it has been across the
board for our wonderful boys and girls. I regret I do not have any pictures to share with you,
as a lot of the work coming in is filmed (and to an excellent standard I must add!). I am sharing
some work on the Drama twitter page: @StHilarys_Drama - do follow us!
However, I would love to catch up on what each Year group is up to!
Reception
Reception are continuing to have a pre-recorded lesson via YouTube, and have been covering
improvisation skills, object 'transformation', as well as our weekly favourites 'Toyshop' and
'Frogs'!
Year 1
Year 1 had a new poem this week all about their Dad's being a secret spy. I had some outstanding
video responses, and was particularly impressed with the amount of Dads incognito for the
performances...!
Year 2
Continuing with our Greek Myth theme, we began looking at the story of Medusa. Quite a
complex story, we spent this week breaking it down and finding the moral message, ready to
build up to a performance task next week.
Year 3 and 4
As our creative tasks themed around Mind the Gap! come to a close, we are now on to our final
project - scene writing! Lasting over the next few weeks, I am looking at adding a scene or two
to the production upon our return - how exciting!
Year 5
Year 5 turned into news reporters once more, but this time from Elsinore, as they reported on
the story of Hamlet. Props, costume and location filming were plentiful this week, and the videos
I received were truly fantastic. Excellent work, Year 5!
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Year 6
The Year 6 devising projects have now moved towards script writing, and developing the opening
scenes from their already produced storyboards. I am seeing some excellent stories here, and
will be using the work to inspire the younger year groups in due course.
As you can see - it is all fun, games and excitement here in Performing Arts!!!
Finally, I would like to draw your attention to Andrew Lloyd Webber's YouTube Channel: The
Show Must Go On! This week, they are streaming the original cast of Cats for free here - and
it is a fantastic watch! https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdmPjhKMaXNNeCr1FjuMvag
Wishing you a wonderful weekend!
Mr Parton

SPORTS NEWS
Reception and Pre-Prep
This week Reception and Pre-Prep have worked
on throwing a tennis ball in Athletics, explored a
jungle theme through fundamentals and did yoga
through the theme of Star Wars or Frozen. In
athletics they also played some games. Parents
noted an improvement in distance on the throw
and there were some very tired parents after
cosmic yoga! Next week we will explore sprinting,
cosmic yoga and some dance.

Prep School
This week has been an action packed week! We have been working on throwing for distance in
athletics through the England Athletics 365 programme, batting and catching in Cricket, cosmic
yoga and balance through fundamentals. It is great to see so many pictures of everyone working
hard at home and learning and developing their skills with siblings and parents. Lots of families
are looking forward to playing some cricket together in their local parks over the coming week.
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Mrs McGuigan

The Kindness Bucket
Thank you for all your comments and input to the Kindness Bucket this week. I was so pleased
to hear about all these acts of Kindness.
Name
George

Class
Y3

Eloise

Y2

Rory

Y2

Poppy

Y3
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Kindness Comment
On VE Day, George made mummy and daddy
breakfast in bed for the first time. He wanted to do
it because mummy and daddy had been working really
hard. It was a real treat!
Eloise worked hard creating an activity booklet with
her own ideas, drawings and games for Isla to help
her learn her numbers, colours and shapes.
Rory has been so kind and helpful, he’s been making
breakfast in bed for everyone, helping his little
sister with all sorts of tasks and making sure she’s
happy.
Without being asked, Poppy offered to unpack all the
shopping so that Mummy could leave and be at work
on time and returned to a tidy kitchen, an organised
Friday Notes – 15th May 2020

Emily

Y5

Lucia

Y4

George B

Y2

Freya

YR

Isabella &
Lexi

Y3 & Y1

Yasmin

Y5
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fridge and full cupboards, how amazing! Poppy also
made her mummy a card to say thank you for helping
her with schoolwork.
Last weekend Emily got up early, cleared up the
kitchen, emptied the dishwasher and made breakfast
for us all before we had even woken up.
Lucia has been looking after her new puppy, Meggie,
with great patience.
George has been very kind helping Freya with her
maths. He’s always helping mummy with his sisters.
Freya has been helping mummy look after our pets.
She gives the dog her dinner and even made the cat a
fishy birthday cake!
Isabella and Lexi have been with helping around the
house. From loading and unloading the dishwasher,
helping with the laundry and trying their very best at
keeping their rooms tidy.
Although they are both starting to feel the strain of
being away from their friends (especially Isabella)
they continue to play together beautifully every day
and are making their Mummy and Daddy so very
proud.
For nominating her sister for a commendation for her
hard work.
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