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The corridors have suddenly gone quiet once again, as the Spring Term
comes to a close and I settle down to write my Notes this week.
It has been another buzzy week and we are delighted that a sense of
normality has returned to School and the staff and I have relished
the opportunity to have all the boys and girls back in School together.
As I said earlier to staff, it seems an age since Christmas and the
staff and children are all ready for the break, to recharge their
batteries ready for the final term of this academic year.
Congratulations go to Hannah (Y4) for showing so much confidence and
maturity in co-presenting our Monday morning assembly with me, in
which we marked World Down Syndrome Day. Hannah’s little sister
Chloe has Down Syndrome and we were pleased to hear about all the
things Chloe can do now, compared to last year. Chloe, well done. You
are a superstar and did you know how lucky you are to have such a
wonderful big sister? Thank you to all our parents for supporting us;

the boys and girls looked super in their odd socks today and I am
pleased that we have, once again, been able to have the opportunity to
raise awareness of Down Syndrome.
As Mrs Mitchell has mentioned in her Notes, we were delighted that
Paul Jameson was able to join us for our special assembly on
Wednesday morning, in which we presented the winning prizes to the
boys and girls. Our thanks go to Paul and the MND Association for
providing the prizes. Our recent challenge gave us a strong platform
to raise awareness of MND, as well as raising money for the MND
Association. Paul has inspired us all and this was clearly evident as the
different classes used the chat function on Zoom, to send messages
to him. Thank you, Paul.
Reflection Day provided us with time to think about the previous
months as we have all navigated our way through the pandemic. Of
course, the pandemic has affected everyone, but some more than
others and the daffodils have reminded us of Captain Tom and his
motto that, ‘Tomorrow will be a better day.’
In addition to the special events above, Year 4 have very much enjoyed
putting their production together and there has been much
excitement in the sporting arena outside. Both have created a real
buzz! Mrs McGuigan has been impressed with the skills and fitness
levels of the boys and girls and there is much to look forward to next
term.
I hope that you enjoy looking at the wonderful array of photographs
below which give just a small taste of the hard work and fun that has
taken place. Without further ado, I would like to thank you all for
your continued support and I hope that you enjoy Easter and the
holiday period. I look forward to seeing you at the gates on
Wednesday 21st April and just a little reminder that the boys and girls
need to return in Summer uniform. Thank you.
Mrs Jane Whittingham
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This afternoon the following Headmistress’ Award and Commendations were presented during
Assembly:
Head Teachers Award
Edward (Y4) – For outstanding progress and commitment in Maths
Commendations
Hannah (Y4) – For all her hard work and preparation for celebrating World Down Syndrome
Day and for being so confident on the Zoom Assembly
Poppy (Y4) – For excellent commitment and progress in English
Cressida (Y4) – For a wonderful attitude to learning both at home and at school
Kindness Bucket
Hongming (Y4) – For returning lost clothes
Amaya (Y3) – For giving a friend the last snack at break
Hannah (Y4) – For keeping a friend company when she was feeling lonely at break time
Personal Best Moment
Cecilia (Y2) – For excellent focus during our yoga in Enrichment
Iris (Y6) – For her work on adopting healthy habits using mobile technology
Billy (Y2) – For excellent work with fractions
Leo (Y4) – For consistently working hard and being polite and kind
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NOTES FROM MRS MITCHELL – DEPUTY HEAD

This week we were thrilled that Paul Jameson,
the

inspiration

behind

the

MND

Schools

Challenge and Miss Jameson’s father was able to
join

us

for

our

MND

prizes

assembly.

Congratulations to the whole school community
for raising a staggering £14200.55 including gift
aid.

A special mention to Immy O (Y6) who

created the winning Logo.

Kindergarten created a beautiful Easter card and some lovely daffodils for the residents at
Jubilee House.
In addition to being kind and compassionate, another everyday behaviour we nurture is
gratitude. On Tuesday, the whole school community took a moment to reflect, remember and
come together to look forward to a brighter year ahead. The pupils created a fabulous display
of individually made daffodils.

School Council also produced a fantastic picture frame time capsule. All the pupils work will be
hidden behind one picture. This will then be revealed in future years to come so that the next
generation learns about ‘Lockdown’ and the children’s memories of this time. Eddie (Y4) created
a super piece of work collating key events of the year. Freya’s (Y3) memory was the hidden
swing they found in the woods at home. Pip (Y4) explained how home schooling worked and Elena
(Y5) wrote about making lots of pizzas! There were memories of snow, bike rides and the arrival
Page |6

Friday Notes – 26th March 2021

of many new pets! Thank you to all the School Council and Anti-Bullying Ambassadors who have
provided a truly wonderful historical time capsule.

Mrs Mitchell

EYFS NOTES FROM MRS HILLERY
The Nursery children have had a fantastic week finishing off their Easter activities, such as an
Easter hunt, Egg and Spoon race and paper plate sheep. They have also enjoyed playing outside
in the garden and down in the quiet garden. The children also enjoyed decorating a daffodil for
Reflection day and putting them down on the field.
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The children in Reception have been learning all about the Easter story this week. We have
been exploring why we celebrate Easter, and that eggs are a representation of new life – not
just chocolate! We have linked much of our learning to Easter, with the children ordering
numbered Easter Eggs to 20, creating Easter eggs made from 2D shapes, a number Easter egg
hunt where they then extended their learning by adding and subtracting their eggs, as well as
some Easter subtraction activities!
In literacy we have been focussing on our handwriting skills. The children have taken part in a
number of activities to strengthen and develop their pencil grips and fine motor skills. We have
also been working very hard to recognise those tricky, high frequency words that can catch us
out in our reading. We have had great fun spotting the words hidden on Easter eggs, and the
boys and girls have been making up silly sentences with these words included. Communication
and Language has been another key area this week, and we have enjoyed circle times discussing
what the children are looking forward to over the Easter holidays, and how they are enjoying
being back in school.
In Forest School we have been busy creating dinosaurs out of sticks and leaves, as well as
building nests and burrows for Spring animals to enjoy. Each day, the children have had the
opportunity to create an Easter craft – ranging from Easter hats, egg decoration and little
chicks. After Easter, we will be recording our class assembly. Mrs Wood has begun to teach
the children songs related to recycling and helping our planet, which will be the theme of our
assembly on 5th May.

Mrs Hillery
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CELEBRATIONS
The following boys and girls were proud to be awarded a certificate for Pupil of the
Week:
RR – Lilian – For always trying her best with her reading
RR – Otis – For fantastic mental maths using number bonds
RE – Rose – For showing super creative flair when working at our independent Art table
RE – Elizabeth – For an excellent understanding of numbers when completing ordering and
number bond activities
1G – Ethan – For incredible expression when reading aloud
1H – Jasper – For enjoying reading and making excellent progress
2B – Zachary – For excellent story writing based on Ms Armitage
2P – Rocco – For excellent vocabulary choices in story writing

CURRICULUM INFORMATION
MATHS
Year 4 began the last week of the Spring term thinking about whole numbers and decimal
numbers. We used a number line to round decimal numbers with tenths to the nearest whole
number. We considered finding fractions of amounts in the next lesson and after drawing bar
models to find the answer, Year 4 learnt that to find 2/3 of 12, you start with 12 and then
divide by the bottom number of the fraction and multiply the answer you get by the top number
of the fraction. This was much quicker and easier! We practised by playing a game of bingo. The
week ended with some Maths Easter puzzles.
Continuing with our work on quadrilaterals, Year 5 enjoyed solving problems using their new
found knowledge. They were able to use given facts on angles and sides to calculate missing
values. We then took the next step and learnt how to find the perimeter of rectilinear shapes.
We are now all good at spotting and calculating any missing sides! On Thursday and Friday, we
enjoyed solving Mathematical Easter puzzles.
Year 6 started the week looking at finding the area of triangles and how in fact the area of a
triangle is always half of the area of the rectangle formed around it. They also discovered that
the area of a parallelogram is found by multiplying the length by the perpendicular height. After
all, a parallelogram is just a ‘pushed over’ rectangle! Year 6 were then able to apply this
knowledge to find the area of each of the seven pieces of the Tangram puzzle. We ended the
week using calculators to write an upside down Easter story.
Mrs Alcock
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PERFORMING ARTS
St. Hilary’s are excited to be hosting and organising a new Drama Festival; ‘The Surrey Drama
Festival for IAPS Schools’. A total of thirteen Prep schools across Surrey are participating in
a range of categories and we are delighted that three independent, specialist judges have
agreed to adjudicate the Festival. I have looked through the videos and they are in for a real
treat!
With current restrictions, the event is to be hosted virtually. We are aware that children have
not been able to perform in other such Festivals, as they normally would and we are delighted
to give them this opportunity to shine, in front of an audience, albeit virtual. We look forward
to sharing the event with our School community at the beginning of the Summer Term, and wish
our House Drama category entries the best of luck.
Mr Parton

Don’t forget the clocks go forward this weekend!
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WEEK’S MENU FOR w/c 19th April
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