Edition 6

St. Hilary’s Friday Notes
Friday, 12th February 2021
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Can you imagine a world with no time?
Miss Hall
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It is difficult to believe that January is already behind us and we
are now racing through February. Mind you, I think the children
(and staff!) are ready for the Half Term break and I hope that you
enjoy some time away from the remote learning.
We have had a very busy week and we continue to be impressed with
the children’s resilience and determination as the majority of them
continue to learn at home. It is not easy. Of course, there are many
distractions at home and we know that our parents are busy with a
multitude of other things. As I have said many times before, you
are doing a wonderful job and there is a bonus that the children are
learning many life lessons at the moment: true grit, independent
learning, kindness, patience, to name but a few. I have no doubt that
these will stand them in good stead for the future. The staff too,
are doing a wonderful job and their dedication and commitment is
simply outstanding. I hope that they too will manage a rest over the
Half Term break, with some much needed screen free time.
Our special thanks go to Paul Jameson who has inspired us all. You
will be aware that Paul was diagnosed as having Motor Neurone

Disease (MND), three years ago. Many of you will have seen the
presentation Paul prepared for us. It is incredibly powerful and you
may wish to have a look if you have not seen it
https://vimeo.com/511024092 . Today has given a platform for the
whole School community to work together, even though we are so
dispersed at the moment. Thank you, Paul. My thanks also go to
Paul’s daughter, Miss Jameson, (Learning Support Assistant), Mrs
Mitchell, Mrs Redman and Mrs Price for putting such an exciting day
together and to the MND South East for their guidance. As I write,
we have reached the summit of Mt Kilimanjaro and a new goal has
been set to Climb Mt Everest. Let us hope we can ‘Pull it Out of the
Bag’.
We look forward to welcoming everyone back to School and I hope
we are now very much on the homeward straight. We miss the boys
and girls and I look forward to those early morning chats with you at
the Gate again. In the meantime, I hope you have a wonderful break.

Mrs Jane Whittingham
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Headmistress’ Awards
Charles (Y1) – For showing True Grit and Determination to complete the Mara Marathon,
showing great maturity and kindness
Eddie (Y4) – For an outstanding 3D flower bowl
Elena (Y5) – For outstanding engagement to learning and support at home
Abigail (Y5) – For outstanding work on school values
Commendations
Lilly (Y3) – For an excellent picture on school values
Sofia (RR) – For designing and creating fantastic puppets in DT
Edie (Y4) – For excellent perseverance and engagement in Maths
Isabella Wi (Y4) – For excellent perseverance and engagement in Maths
Amelia (Y4) – For a super interview with a sloth
Martha ( Y4) – For a super interview with a parakeet
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NOTES FROM MRS MITCHELL – DEPUTY HEAD
This week has been incredibly busy and buzzy! At the start
of the week the children recognised Internet Safety day.
Gabriella (Y2) produced some excellent work on being a good
‘digital citizen’. With our pupils currently spending more time
online doing their school work, communicating via social
media, sharing online and researching different sites and
platforms for information, the guide attached with this
Friday Notes contains some very useful advice on empowering
them to make smarter choices when navigating their online
world safely.

It has been wonderful to see the high standard of work the children have been producing on a
wide range of topics.
This week the children have also learnt

Our Reception Bubble has certainly not been put

about the Chinese New Year which is

off going outside and exploring the grounds

celebrated today!

despite the cold weather! The frozen fountain
was very exciting.

In the world of Sport, the ‘Sock

Congratulations to Lexi H (Y5) and Lily H(Y5)

Olympics’ including very special

for their fantastic posters on fractions.

spectators has been a roaring success!
Thank you to Mrs McGuigan for organising
this.
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My thanks go to the School Council Pupils who have been exploring our School Values.
Chloe (Y3), Charlotte (Y2) and Abigail (Y5) investigated kindness. Lilly (Y3) produced a
stunning painting showcasing all our values.

The children have been showing compassion and empathy towards Lockdown Larry. Thank you
to Darcie P (YR) for her stunning picture of Larry! These are a snapshot of the delightful
messages we have had:
“Dear Larry. You will never be alone at
St Hilary’s.” (Y4 pupil)
“Just remember to be kind and it will change
your world.” (Y5 pupil)
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“Hi Larry, some advice about school.
Everyone is so kind so if you have a class
everyone will help if you need some help.
When I first came I was scared but now my
whole class are my best friends. I always see
them on Zoom so when you meet everyone in
the school you feel like you can make a joke
whenever you want to. So I hope you got
some advice from me Larry.” (Y3 pupil)

This week’s Chess results. Congratulations to Yasmin (Y6) who managed to play a staggering
42 matches!
Games

PREP SCHOOL

Played

1

Yasmin H

86

42 !!!

2

Elena S

74

29

3

Grace H

70

31

4

Ione C

42

19

5

Felicity C

36

17

PRE-PREP
1

Arthur G

28

2 Jocelyn C

14

3 Charlotte S

8

4 Flora W

6

This week the school has been so excited to launch the MND Schools Challenge. A huge thank
you to everyone who has put in those extra steps in order that we were able to climb to the
summit. Mrs Whittingham and I enjoyed the training sessions in particular! A special mention
to Justin Sherring, Surrey Performance Coach and of course to Joe Salisbury; we wish him
luck in the Australian Open!
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Congratulations to our Charity Prefects who
interviewed Paul Jameson, the inspirational
individual behind our special activities day,
asking him some superb questions. They learnt
that it is a real challenge not to be able to
speak through a Zoom! All questions and
answers were typed.

Zooming with an MND Hero
On Wednesday the 10th of February 2021, in our roles as charity reps, we attended a Zoom call
with Mrs Mitchell and Miss Jameson to talk to Mr Paul Jameson who has motor neurone disease
(MND). MND is a condition that affects the brain and nerves. Symptoms include slurred speech
and muscle weakness.
Last year Mr Jameson was awarded a British Empire Medal in the Queen’s Birthday Honour’s
List for a number of charity fundraising initiatives. These included climbing Mount Kilimanjaro
and breaking a world record for the highest ever game of tennis (5,895m), raising over £150k for
the Motor Neurone Disease Association.
We wanted to experience how it felt not to be able to talk, so we wrote all our questions down in
the Zoom chat for Mr Jameson and no one said a word throughout the entire meeting. We asked
lots of questions. In particular, we wanted to know how he felt when he reached the top of Mount
Kilimanjaro. We also wanted to know a bit more about MND.
His answers were very interesting. He explained how difficult it was to breathe at the top of
Mount Kilimanjaro as the air was very thin, but how happy and proud he felt at the top.
Mr Jameson explained that MND is a very random disease so if you get it you are quite unlucky.
It tends to affect people over the age of 50. There is currently no known cure for MND, but Mr
Jameson has exceeded his life expectancy and is a very positive person. He encouraged us to
“live each day to the full” and was a real inspiration.
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We really enjoyed our chat with Mr Jameson, and we can't wait to see how much money we raise
for his cause.
Not only do we need to learn the skills of goal setting, resilience, kindness and empathy when
climbing a mountain but we will certainly all need them throughout our future paths. Mrs
Whittingham delivered a lovely assembly reminding us of a very special recipe in order for us
to reach our ‘Personal Best!’

If you would like to donate to the MND School’s Challenge. Please use the following link:
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/Team/MNDSchoolsChallenge1
Mrs Mitchell

PRE-PREP NOTES FROM MRS HILLERY
The boys and girls in Year 1 have scaled new heights this week, culminating in a collective ‘climb’
of Kilimanjaro. The children have learned that resilience pays off, as does teamwork.
Fund-raising for Motor Neurone Disease (MND) was a day of great accomplishments. The
children watched a presentation from Paul Jameson, a former parent, who was diagnosed with
MND in 2017. His determination to raise awareness and money has seen him climb Kilimanjaro,
which inspired the charity day. The boys and girls were sponsored to take steps and, added to
the totals for the rest of the school, they climbed the equivalent of Kilimanjaro! Before the
children even started their climbs, they had worked really hard all week, either at home or at
school. In English, they learned about Chinese New Year and ended up cracking codes! In Maths,
the boys and girls practised counting on and back in 5s and they spotted the pattern with the
unit values. They enjoyed a chess tournament earlier in the week and the standard of play is
very impressive! The children also enjoyed putting the invention of different toys onto a timeline
in their History lesson. Throughout this half term, the children have shown incredible resilience
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and have produced so much work, despite the difficult and different circumstances. They all
deserve a super break from learning next week!
A special mention goes to Charlie W for running the equivalent distance of a marathon, by
running a few miles each day. On Wednesday he completed his Mara Marathon and has run 26.2
miles in 2 weeks 5 days with 2 of Mara Rangers by his side every step of the way. He’s raised
£2,090 for the Mara North Conversancy Rangers and this money has meant a lot to the
conservancy, which is struggling with lack of park fees and increased poaching. Well done,
Charlie!

Year 2 have had a super last week of half term and have continued to be very busy with their
learning. We enjoyed a fun packed Great Fire of London extravaganza with Mrs Price, where we
acted out the events as they unfolded during the Great Fire of London and then shared the
amazing Tudor houses which the children had made this half term. We were so impressed by
the hard work and attention to detail which had gone into making them! We were also very
impressed by the children’s knowledge, as displayed in our quiz. In Maths, the children have
been learning about data handling and have showed a good understanding of tally charts and
graphs.
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Brilliant Bubble Juniors!
We have all had an amazing week, doing all the things the children learning from home have done.
It has been lovely to spend some time together outside, as well as in the Art Room and Hive. We
are excited about MND day and we are looking forward to seeing photos of our friends at home.
We miss you!

Mrs Hillery
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EYFS NOTES FROM MRS HILLERY
In Nursery, the children have had lots of fun celebrating Chinese New Year. Fifi brought in
some decorations for the window and the children have been busy making lanterns and
decorating a Chinese New Year dragon. The children have also loved making a Valentine’s card
for someone special. Today the children have been busy getting their steps in for the MND
Challenge Day!

We have had so much fun this week in Kindergarten! To celebrate the Chinese New Year, the
children enjoyed learning the story of how the Jade Emperor decided to measure time by racing
the animals across the river, and how the first twelve who reached the other side would have a
year named after them. This year is the year of the Ox and the children loved finding out that
they were born either the year of the Monkey or the Rooster. We also made paper Chinese
lanterns and lucky money wallets, being sure to say Kung Hei Fat Choi – meaning Happy New Year!
The children also had fun out in the snow and have made some lovely Valentine’s hearts and cards
to take home to their loved ones.
To join in with our MND challenge, the children have LOVED getting their steps in to reach our
goal. It’s been hard work, but they have been brilliant sports – Go Kindergarten! The children
also spent time reflecting, talking about and celebrating what makes them special and unique
individuals. Miss Robins found a lovely saying, which seems very appropriate in completing the
challenge –
“In the whole wide world with everyone in it, you’re one of a kind and the sky’s the limit!”
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Reception, you have blown Mrs Eshelby and Mrs Ranger away! We have loved seeing your daily
maths challenges in action, showing us your levels of understanding of some concepts that we
have been learning about over the past half term. From shape hunts, to number ordering, from
repeating patterns and length to addition, you have all had so much fun completing our tasks
inside and outside of the house!
It has been a busy week in Literacy…. We are continually amazed by the children’s work in their
weekly handwriting and phonics lessons. Well done to all of you! We enjoyed learning about
rhyming words on Monday and by Thursday we were writing about Love and Kindness in
preparation for Valentine’s Day this weekend.
As it is Chinese New Year today, the children have enjoyed understanding some of the traditions
involved in this celebration! We have loved seeing the Chinese lanterns, listening to Chinese
stories and music as well as admiring your amazing Chinese initial work!
It has been brilliant to finish the week on such a high with our MND Challenge Day! We all
enjoyed our year group Zoom this morning, seeing all of the items that the children had packed
in their bags in anticipation of their day ahead! Thank you so much for sending in your wonderful
pictures, we have been so delighted to see your hard work, resilience, courage and
determination, and also to see you having so much fun!
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As this half term comes to an end, so does our fascinating topic about Polar Regions… Now get
ready to Roar and stomp like a dinosaur for next half term’s topic!
A huge well done to you all for a super half term of learning – we are very proud of you!

Mrs Hillery
CELEBRATIONS
The following boys and girls were proud to be awarded a certificate for Pupil of the
Week:
RR – Daisy – For amazing clear and precise handwriting
RR – Thomas – For imaginative rhyming words
RE – Hamish – For showing determination and care in his handwriting and in the presentation of
his work
RE – Nehara – For super involvement in our Zoom sessions, showing lovely manners and speaking
articulately
1G – Arthur – For an excellent attitude, super work and enthusiasm
1G – Priyanka – For diligence and enthusiasm with written work
1H – Kheevi-Loi – For excellent work in Maths and English
1H – Grace – For excellent work in Maths and English
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2B – Gabriella – For sharing her answers during our Zoom lessons
2P – Alexia – For a super Tudor house and great recall facts about the Great Fire

CURRICULUM INFORMATION
MATHS
Year 3 have been working with Mrs Redman to embed their
knowledge of Place Value, using Roman Numerals. Place Value is an
invaluable skill that the children really need to master to become
confident in other areas of Mathematics. Maise has shown that she
has been working hard at home, and has really understood this
concept. Well done, Maise! Rosie, in Year 3, has been working on her
skills with units of time. She produced this wonderfully colourful
poster to illustrate all the fantastic things she has learnt; I love it,
Rosie!

In Year 4, we have been looking at counting in fractions as
well as doubling and halving numbers with up to 3 digits.
The children have been looking at both mental and written
methods for these calculations. They are encouraged to
partition and then calculate each number; this has been
demonstrated brilliantly by Cressida and Katie in their
work below. The children have also been set challenges and
played lots of games to embed their knowledge with this
useful skill.

In Mrs Redman’s Year 4 group, the children
have been tackling some really tricky ‘missing
number’ calculations. Using their knowledge
of inverse operations, the children were
challenged to work out the numbers taken out
of these column subtractions. George and
Lydia did particularly well with this task, as
demonstrated in their brilliant work.
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Year 5 have finished off their work with measurements this week. The children have been
converting different units of measure over the last few weeks, and completed their work with
a final focus on Millilitres and Millimeters. The children then went on to use their knowledge of
multiplying and dividing whole numbers by 10 and 100, from Year 4, to further this skill by appling
the same rules with decimal numbers. The girls soon became really confident with this work and
were quickly able to tackle even the most trickiest of challenges that I could set!
And finally, in Year 6, we have been working on challenges involving 3D shapes and their nets.
The children were asked to complete a series of tasks to demonstrate, not only their ability to
visualise shapes but also to use ratio and proportion to change and adapt their measurements.
They produced some brilliant models and worked hard to construct these 3D shapes.

I hope you all have a lovely, and restful, break next week and I look forward to seeing all of your
fabulous Maths work in the next half term.
Mrs Brown

ENGLISH
The children’s energy shows no sign of abating in English lessons and we have seen so much wonderful
English work once again this week which has been really encouraging. What has been so lovely is the way
in which the children have used the current way of working to their advantage and this has been
particularly apparent in Year 5 lessons as the girls continue to work on their newspaper articles for the
‘Toad Times’. They have incorporated images to be their attention-grabbing photo accompanying their
news story and we have scoured the front pages of past digital editions of First News to see what makes
a good headline, subheading and attention grabbing first paragraph.
Year 6 completed an exciting assignment this week when they donned their film critic hats and were
asked to compile a report on the difference between the first section of ‘Holes’ the book versus the
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first section of ‘Holes’ the film. Not only was this a relaxing way to end this half term’s learning, but it
was a natural extension to the work we have been doing on perspective and alternative ways of presenting
the same situation or characters. Some of their recordings were incredibly observant and analytical. We
also completed an activity about predicting what a, yet to be introduced, character would be like. Some
of their assumptions and expectations were quite dramatically challenged after the character finally
appeared and this made for a lively Zoom discussion, again linked to the themes of perspective and
presentation.

This week in Year 3 we have created our own pug
character. We have thought carefully about his or her
personality and appearance, likes and dislikes, as well
as their racing experience. Please see Cora’s
wonderful work below. We also continued our ‘Pugs of
the Frozen North’ class reader and enjoyed group
reading, ensuring we added expression. In grammar
we practised changing regular verbs from the present
tense to the past tense by adding -ed.
The pupils in Year 3 also looked at an example of persuasive writing this week during their
comprehension lesson. They read an article about the importance and benefits of growing plants
and food at home, and as well as identifying these, they also identified the techniques used to
persuade within the article, referencing terms such as font size, sub-headings, emotive language
and powerful adjectives.
In Year 4, we completed our character profiles for Lila. We used a range of adjectives and super
similes to ensure our work was descriptive and interesting to read. Examples of the children’s
super similes include, “hair as black as the night sky” and “brave as a fearless lion”. To help with
this work, we also looked at synonyms (and up levelling our writing.) We reminded ourselves how
a thesaurus can help and played a game of 'Articulate'; each child was sent a different word
and had to prepare synonyms for the other children to guess. The words were taken from
chapters 1-4 of ‘The Firework Maker’s Daughter’. Using the class text as a springboard for
teaching punctuation and grammar points really helps to engage the pupils, so this week as a Half
Termly review exercise, they were tasked with punctuating some passages from the book which
had ‘lost’ their punctuation. This half term’s teaching will end with a quiz on the chapters read
so far as well as a cliff-hanger as Lila finds the Grotto…
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We will be celebrating World Book Day 2021 virtually this year, on Friday 5th March. This year’s theme
is Shakespeare, and the children will have an action-packed day learning about the great playwright and
taking part in a variety of activities on Zoom and also independently to allow them a little time away from
their screens. We will be encouraging the boys and girls to dress up as usual as we know how much they
love this aspect of the day. They can dress as ANY character from ANY book but, of course, are welcome
to dress up in Shakespearean style if they would like. However, if they would rather not dress up at all,
or if they would like only to wear a mask or something on their heads, then that too is fine. This is
obviously the year to embrace waist up dressing up! Thank you in advance for your support with this and
I hope that you all have a restful and happy Half Term.

Mrs Beach

PERFORMING ARTS
It has been as busy and exciting in Drama and Performing Arts this week! The engagement,
enthusiasm and energy coming from our boys and girls has been so heart-warming, and we cannot
wait to get back together in the Drama studio at some point soon. In the meantime, we have
plenty going on!
Year 3 Production - Journey to Nevar
This week, Year 3 received their scripts and casting for their radio play - Journey to Nevar.
With much excitement, Mrs Tomson started a read through this week, and we hope that the
girls can learn some of their lines over the half term break. A huge thank you to our friends at
the Guildford Theatre School for allowing us use of their excellent script!
Year 4 Production - A Fairytale Frenzy
Year 4 also received their scripts and casting this week for their production - A Fairytale
Frenzy. Once again, my thanks go to our friends at the Guildford Theatre School for sharing
this wonderful script with us. This production will certainly happen this term, either virtually
recorded or as a group upon our return to the physical buildings. In this regard, it would be
super if our boys and girls could learn their lines over the half term.
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LAMDA
We are bursting with excitement that LAMDA will be continuing after half term with Ms Huckle
and Mrs Tomson. The LAMDA pupils will be seen in their normal groups, and I will be able to
share a timetable with you very shortly. These lessons will be held on Zoom, with information
and links going directly to a dedicated Showbie page. These relevant codes will be on the
aforementioned timetable. If you have any questions regarding LAMDA, please do email me:
mparton@sthilarysschool.com
House Drama
The buzz around the house drama can be heard far and wide, and I know many of our boys and
girls are eagerly preparing for this wonderful event. The Drama department have made the
decision to push the deadline a week to Friday 5th March at 5.00pm. Once again, all of the
information regarding the house drama competition can be found on the drama Showbie
pages. If you have any questions regarding the house drama competition, please do email me:
mparton@sthilarysschool.com
I hope you all have a well-earned rest over the half term break, and we cannot wait to get going
on a truly exhilarating 5 weeks when we return!
Mr Parton

SPORTS NEWS
The children had an exciting week competing in 8 challenges as part of our inaugural St Hilary’s
Sock Olympics 2021. The challenges included:
Jump in your socks
Sock basketball

Sock rainbow throw
Sock bowling

Sock jump
Sock throw

Sock throw-clap-catch
Sock throw

After watching a video on each of the challenges, the children practiced and then competed to
score points for their houses. Well done to everyone who took part. Grace our Vice Sports
Captain has reflected on the Sock Olympics this week:
“This week we have done Socks Olympics, where we did sock basketball, sock throwing,
bowling, keepie uppies, jump in your socks, sock catching... it was all great fun. I hope you all
enjoyed the activity and earned loads of house points, The House points are being counted.
Well done to all who took part, won points and of course the winning house.
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I have put together a "10 challenge" for the weekend, 10 sit ups, 10 press ups and 10 shuttle
runs between 2 coats 10 metres apart - see how quickly you can do this challenge, then try to
beat your time... or just do it for fun!” Grace H – Year 6

Results
1st – Hart
2nd – Jekyll
3rd – Meath
4th - Malory

Well done everyone
Mrs McGuigan
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