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It only seems five minutes since we were greeting the children at the
gate on Monday morning and yet I find myself settling down to write
the Friday Notes once more. Indeed, this is the tenth edition of our
newsletter this term and we are now in the midst of the preparations
for Christmas.
Christmas is always a special time of the year in schools and I am
looking forward to hearing the busy chatter and excitement as the
boys and girls decorate the Christmas tree next week, at the bottom
of the Big Red Staircase. The Christmas baubles have been carefully
unwrapped and are waiting for the boys and girls to rediscover their
Christmas tree decoration. Of course, there is still time for your son
/ daughter to bring in a Christmas tree decoration in red and/or gold
if they joined St Hilary’s from January onwards.
Last weekend was especially busy as Mr Aristidov and Mr EdwardsMoss, put up the Christmas lights around the outside of the School.
I very much enjoyed my trip up the cherry picker and seeing the
spectacular autumnal views from ‘up high’. Very exciting!

At the end of last week, Lucia, Y6 Charity Prefect and I joined a
cooking group at the Meath Epilepsy Centre, in Godalming. Sadly, we
missed the deadline for last week’s Friday Notes. The Cooking Group
made good use of the donations made from our Harvest Festival and
Lucia and I had great fun making flapjacks with Katie and Timothy.
Lucia impressed us all with her maturity and confidence and we all
enjoyed learning how to make our flapjacks healthier. Our thanks go
to the Meath for making us so welcome and to you for your generous
donations. A special well done to Lucia.
This week my visits to Senior Schools have continued with trips to
Belmont in Dorking, Churcher’s College, Seaford College and St John’s
College in Leatherhead. We also welcomed, Mrs Wright, Headteacher
of King Edwards, Witley for a tour of St Hilary’s. These schools are
all excellent co-ed options whose main entry point is 11+. Excellent
transport links make them very viable senior school options for pupils
leaving St Hilary’s at 11.
In between these visits, visits from prospective families continue and
it is wonderful actually being able to show them round School! Of
course, we know that some of our families did not have this
opportunity due to the restrictions in place as a result of COVID-19.
Amaya and Lexi, Y4, did a wonderful job meeting Rachel on Zoom.
Rachel is currently in Hong Kong and the girls were great ambassadors,
telling them all about life at St Hilary’s. Well done, girls. I was most
impressed.
I hope the photos below will help to give you a little flavour of
everything that has happened in School. I have made a good start on
hearing the boys and girls read in Year 1 and shall look forward to
hearing the rest of them next week but I have been very impressed
with the progress so far. The Big Red Staircase remains busy and
there is still much to look forward as we head towards the end of this
term.
Have a super weekend and we look forward to seeing you at the gates
on Monday morning.
Mrs Jane Whittingham
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This morning the following Commendations and Awards were presented during Assembly:
Commendations
Ruby (Y5) – For overall excellent effort in Maths
Poppy (Y5) – For outstanding Fractions work over the last 2 weeks
Lilly-Josephine (Y5) – For outstanding Fractions work over the last 2 weeks
Henry (Y5) - For outstanding Fractions work over the last 2 weeks
Mimi (Y5) – For outstanding Fractions work over the last 2 weeks
True Friend Band
Henry (Y2) – For writing with left hand due to broken collar bone
Darcie (Y2) – For helping a friend to complete their work
Do it Yourself
Dominika (Y5) - A lovely independent approach to learning
Leo (Y5) – For awesome Polygon Booklets
Bronwyn (Y5) – For awesome Polygon Booklets
Amaara (Y5) – For awesome Polygon Booklets
Eddie (Y5) – For awesome Polygon Booklets
Martha (Y5) – For awesome Polygon Booklets
Isabella (Y5) – For awesome Polygon Booklets
Philip (Y5) – For awesome Polygon Booklets
Lydia (Y5) – For awesome Polygon Booklets
George (Y5) – For awesome Polygon Booklets
Zachary (Y5) – For awesome Polygon Booklets
Henry (Y5) – For awesome Polygon Booklets
Alexandra (Y5) – For awesome Polygon Booklets
Edith (Y5) – For awesome Polygon Booklets
Maggie (Y5) – For awesome Polygon Booklets
Amelia (Y5) – For awesome Polygon Booklets
Ethan (Y2) – For Green Fingers-working hard to replant the barrels
Grace W (Y2) - For Green Fingers-working hard to replant the barrels
Jasper (Y2) - For Green Fingers-working hard to replant the barrels
Arthur (Y1) - For Green Fingers-working hard to replant the barrels
Griff (Y1) - For Green Fingers-working hard to replant the barrels
Harry (Y2) - For Green Fingers-working hard to replant the barrels
Kindness Bucket
Grace W (Y2) - For thoughtfulness to another child
Personal Best Moment
Bronwyn (Y5) – For anagrams, Bronwyn's secret super power!
Alexandra (Y5) – For her work on Tudors
Orla (Y5) - Orla has been making super comments in science
Lilly (Y4) – For outstanding comprehension work
Cordelia (Y4) - For outstanding comprehension work
Scarlet (Y2) – For using number bonds to solve addition problems
Henry P (Y2) – For using number bonds to solve addition problems
Felix (Y2) – For adding 3 single digit numbers independently
Buster (Y2) - For making brilliant progress in reading.
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Freya (Y4) - For showing excellent progress in Swimming
Maia (Y4) - For showing excellent progress in Swimming
Chloe (Y4) - For showing excellent progress in Swimming
Georgina (Y4) - For showing excellent progress in Swimming
Pull it Out The Bag
Jason (Y2) - For brilliant work in nativity rehearsals
Hermione (Y2) - For brilliant work in nativity rehearsals
Charles (Y2) - For brilliant work in nativity rehearsals
Arthur (Y2) - For brilliant work in nativity rehearsals
Dexter (Y2) – For brilliant addition in Maths this week
Imogen (YR) – For being so enthusiastic practising the play
Take a Risk
Elena (Y4) - For persevering with her Diving in Swimming
True Grit
Finlie (Y5) – For persevering and working so well with tricky fractions over the last two weeks
Harriette (Y5) – For persevering and working so well with tricky fractions over the last two
weeks
Zoe (Y5) – For persevering and working so well with tricky fractions over the last two weeks
Elena (Y5) – For persevering and working so well with tricky fractions over the last two weeks
Ruby (Y5) – For persevering and working so well with tricky fractions over the last two weeks
Sophie (Y5) – For persevering and working so well with tricky fractions over the last two weeks
Pip (Y5) – For persevering and working so well with tricky fractions over the last two weeks
Emily (Y5) – For persevering and working so well with tricky fractions over the last two weeks
Dominika (Y5) – For persevering and working so well with tricky fractions over the last two weeks
Theo (Y5) – For persevering and working so well with tricky fractions over the last two weeks
Lachlan (Y5) – For persevering and working so well with tricky fractions over the last two weeks
Hannah (Y5) – For persevering and working so well with tricky fractions over the last two weeks
Orla (Y5) – For persevering and working so well with tricky fractions over the last two weeks
Maggie (Y5) – For persevering and working so well with tricky fractions over the last two weeks
Maya (Y6) – For persevering with clay sculpture in Art

NOTES FROM MRS MITCHELL – DEPUTY HEAD
It is so lovely to hear our children perfom as we come
into and leave assembly. Congratulations to Lexi (Y4)
and Bella (Y5) who both played beautifully. Not even
one nervous mistake or jitter despite the whole school
attending. Instilling confidence, boosting self esteem,
encouraging skills and providing opportunites is very
much part of the St Hilary’s vision.
Page |5

Friday Notes – 19th November 2021

As you walk around the school there are some wonderfully bright, stimulating and informative
displays. They provide a culture of learning within and beyond the classroom as well as giving a
purpose and value to the boys and girls work; every child’s work matters.

The children continue to enjoy all the outdoor spaces that the school has
to offer. It made me smile as I passed a rack of wellington boots caked
in mud. Certainly someone had been having a super time down in the forest!

Our pupils have been busy pre-recording their pieces for the
‘Grandparents Tea Party.’ We are thrilled that the children will still
be able to showcase their work and that the school community will be
one click away from seeing this in the comfort of their own home. We
cannot wait to see the full performance!
Our enrichment afternoon continues to provide an exciting and
stimulating time for the children to learn skills. One of these is
cross stitch. Why cross stich? From focus to stress reduction,
cross stitch helps our mental well-being. It allows us to redirect
energy and use that energy to create something personal. A calm,
happy and safe environment enabled the pupils in Year 3 to show
real focus and concentration on their pieces.
This week was Anti-Bullying week. Leading by example, our Anti-Bullying Ambassadors delivered
a powerful message on Monday morning setting the challenge of ‘One Kind Word.’ Each form is
working together to create a poster that will be displayed on their classroom door. The winning
design will be the front cover of a book that our Year 6 Library Prefects, Francesca and Grace,
will help to make. This will be displayed in the School Library. We cannot wait to see the finished
creation!
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Perform also delivered an exciting and engaging workshop for all the children from Year 1
through to Year 6. The key message was kindness and respect for one another.

3R certainly reminded us how to master our manners and get noticed for the right reasons by
delivering an outstanding assembly and acting as role models around the school. The children
learnt that good manners cost nothing but mean everything!

A huge thank you to everyone in the school community for their kind donations to Children in
Need. The children wore some wonderful accessorise, whilst one member of staff embraced
the opportunity to have a real splash of colour! Thank you, Mr Parton!
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Mrs Mitchell

PRE-PREP NOTES FROM MRS HILLERY
The boys and girls in Year 1 have continued to buzz this week. They listened to the story of Owl
Babies, discovering that the three young siblings were sitting on a branch at night, waiting for
their mother to return. The children wrote some great character descriptions of the eldest owl
baby, Sarah, using impressive adjectives. In Maths, the boys and girls have been looking at pairs
of numbers which add up to a given total. They enjoyed investigating the patterns – especially
when practising their number bonds to 10. In ICT the children continued learning to touch type
and they are becoming more familiar with the position of the letters on the keyboard. This week
has been National Anti-Bullying Week. On Thursday, the boys and girls took part in a fun and
informative workshop which they all really enjoyed. The time has gone so quickly and with the
Nativity rehearsals stepping up a gear, it has been another action-packed week!

What a brilliant week Year 2 have had, impressing us with their hard work across all areas of
their learning. In English we have been looking at adjectives and how descriptive language can
really engage a reader. The children produced some fantastic character descriptions of an alien
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and used their senses effectively to describe a variety of settings. We are looking forward to
using this work to help us write an exciting and engaging story next week.
In Maths we have been focusing on number bonds for 20 and 100, as well as adding three
numbers and reminding ourselves of the different coins we use in preparation for our work on
money next week. If you are out and about this weekend and have some coins in your wallet,
please do ask your child to count out how much you have or pay for an item in a shop using coins.
We celebrated the achievements of Sir Edmund Hillary in History this week, the first man to
reach the summit of Mount Everest along with his Sherpa Tenzing Norgay. The children asked
many thought provoking questions and were really engaged with this lesson. They thought it was
particularly unfair that Tenzing Norgay did not receive a knighthood whilst Sir Edmund Hillary
did. The children were amazed to hear that Tenzing Norgay visited St Hilary’s on October 29th
1957 with the local mountaineer Wilfrid Noyce, whom the Godalming Community Centre is named
after, and whose son (pictured) attended St Hilary’s.

In PSCHE we discussed being kind to each other following a very special anti-bullying assembly
from the anti-bullying ambassadors. The children then acted out different scenarios and we
talked through each one, looking at what type of kindness was being shown. We were also very
lucky to have a Perform workshop based around anti-bullying week where the children acted out
different scenarios.
We had a heart-racing Science lesson, learning all about our own hearts and how they need to
work harder when we are exercising. We enjoyed lots of different aerobic and anaerobic
activities and then recorded our heart beats per 30 seconds following each movement. We also
learned that adrenalin has an impact on our heart, and being nervous or afraid will also make our
hearts beat more quickly!
It was wonderful to see so many children accessorising with yellow for Children in Need on
Friday, thank you for your donations. Once again we have been so impressed with Nativity
rehearsals this week, it is so exciting to see it all coming together. Not long to go now!
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Mrs Hillery

EYFS NOTES FROM MRS HILLERY
The Nursery children have had another fantastic week, learning and playing. This week the
children have been busy creating handprint robins for the school wall display and getting ready
for the festive activities starting next week. They have also been on the big stage to practise
for this year’s nativity and been busy exploring the giant orbeeze balls and the soapy foam too.

It has been a very exciting week in Kindergarten, as we have started to decorate our classrooms
ready for Christmas! We have decorated the house with candy canes, stockings and a snowy
roof. We have also created a theatre role play area and the children are enjoying putting on
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puppet shows for their teachers and friends. The fairy lights are up and twinkling, and there is
lots of light and laughter going on inside, despite the dark and chilly days. The children are all
doing so well learning the songs for our Christmas play, we are sure you will be hearing these at
home over the coming weeks. Your child will be bringing home a slip shortly, letting you know
what part they be will playing in the Christmas production and any items of clothing you may
need to provide.

Reception has had another busy week embracing our topic ‘People Who Help Us’, with the Fire
Brigade being our focus. In Literacy, the children enjoyed listening to the story Charlie the Fire
Fighter then they completed an incident report of an event that the fire service could be called
too. Their imaginations were amazing and we had scenarios from cats stuck up trees to fires in
the woods.
The children continued to be creative using the role play areas dressing up as Fire Fighters and
Mrs Ranger and Miss Chippindall-Higgin have been rescued many times this week! Thank you
Reception! The children also enjoyed making fire engines in Art and they are now proudly
displayed on the classroom boards.
In Mathematics, we have been focussing on learning all about 2D Shapes. Reception have been
fantastic Maths Detectives, naming and counting how many sides and corners each shape had.
The children then extended their learning by spotting 2D shapes in the world around them - Top
job!
Finally, we have again been impressed on how all of the children are embracing the Christmas
play when saying their lines and now practising on the big stage! The children have also been
hard at work with Mrs Wood learning all of the catching songs, we are sure you may have heard
some of them sung at home or on the way to school in the car.
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Mrs Hillery
CELEBRATIONS
The following boys and girls were proud to be awarded a certificate for Pupil of the
Week:
RR – Harper – For being a supportive friend to many
RCH – Ezra – For cementing and blending CBC words
1H – James – For super independent writing
1H – Uma – For becoming more confident when reading.
1GS – Lilian – For increased effort in Maths lessons
1GS – Clara – For good listening and working independently
2B – Finlay – For excellent contributions during Maths lessons
2B – Jason – For superb effort during our Nativity rehearsals
2E – Henry - For consistent hard work and enthusiasm this term
2E - Samuel For enthusiasm in his understanding of number bonds

CURRICULUM INFORMATION
SCIENCE
The science lab has been buzzing with activity again this half term and we are so pleased to be
able to do so much practical work with all year groups. The children have been developing their
investigative skills and learning about independent, dependent and control variables and fair
testing.
Year 3 have been continuing with their topics of Rocks and Soil and Humans and Other Animals.
They have been learning about what soil is made from and why it is so important. Why not ask
them what humus is, and no, it’s not what you dip carrot sticks into! In their other topic they
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have been finding out about the bones in our bodies and before Christmas will be looking at how
our muscles work with our skeleton to help us move, jump and dance to all that Christmas music!
Year 4 have started to look at teeth and how to keep them healthy. 4H had a great time
experimenting with different drinks to see what effect they have on teeth. Don’t worry, we
used white eggs in place of real teeth in our experiment. See the photos below to find out what
all that tea and coffee is doing to your tooth enamel.
Year 5 are studying forces and have had great fun identifying different forces in a circus of
experiments. We have also thought about gravity and what it would be like in space or on other
planets. 5BP had great fun finding out about air resistance by dropping parachutes from the
science lab windows!
Year 6 have been learning about thermal insulators and conductors. They found out how their
houses are kept warm and they know that we keep warm by wearing layers of clothing. Last
week, they carried out an experiment to find out which material was the best thermal insulator
and how animals keep warm by fluffing up their feathers or forming a ‘huddle’. This week they
were doing an experiment to find out if it’s warmer to be a penguin in the middle of the huddle
or not!
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Mrs Wilde & Mrs Crabbe

OUTDOOR LEARNING
Year 3 have attempted to guide each other safely around the forest as
blindfolded explorers. They also learnt which types of wood were the best for
burning and a big thank you to Zander, Isaac & Abby from 3R who gave up their
playtime to help build an upside down fire. They also learnt about the fire
triangle and fire safety. 3DP were visited by our resident fox during their
session. There will be a special end of term treasure hunt planned by Santa’s
Elves.
Outdoor Club have been gardening, planting spring bulbs around the school grounds. They loved
getting stuck in with every aspect: weeding, planting and watering the bulbs with care. We are
hoping to play some torch games as the nights draw in.
Reception had great fun playing in the autumn leaves and finding gifts for the fairies and elves
who live in the forest. They will be searching for evidence that the fairies & elves have left
behind.
All year groups will be using palm drills to make their own Christmas decoration using wooden
discs and tinsel stems.

Mrs Whitby
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ART
The Art Room has been a hive of activity this term with many pupils eager to come in at
lunchtimes to continue their wonderful work.
We have been very fortunate to have a current parent, Mrs de Mel, who is a professional artist
visit the department. She gave a fascinating talk to the Year 5 and 6 pupils on how her
background as an architect has influenced her painting and brought in several examples of her
work. We now have several budding architects as well as fine artists!
Year 6 are progressing with their Transform project, which will be displayed in our annual
Celebration of Art exhibition. It is wonderful to see them develop their own ideas in interpreting
a famous piece of artwork and we hope that you will join us on March 1st to see the results!
Year 5 have been progressing their Picasso inspired musical compositions, developing their colour
mixing and painting skills. We should have a very colourful new display in the Pepperpot shortly!
Year 4 have been studying sea life. We have been very impressed with the standard of
observational drawing and will be assembling a group study.
Year 3 are excited to be starting some clay work. They have been looking at the Crown Jewels
and are going to make a Clay Crown which can be used as a tea light decoration.
Year 2 have finished their firework paintings and are now looking at penguins.
Year 1 have been printing with Autumn leaves which they will add to their charcoal drawings of
Winter trees.

Miss Brooker
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SPORTS NEWS

This week has been a busy one for fixtures. On Tuesday, Our U8-U11 Swim Team travelled to
Guildford High School to compete in a gala. The competition was tough and it was a real test for
the girls. Special mention goes to Maya and Bella for their efforts in butterfly, and Ella in Year
3 who won her front crawl race! There was some great swimming across the age groups and we
finished the gala with a victory on the squadron. Well done, girls.
On Wednesday, the U10A-D travelled to Cranleigh for their netball fixtures. The A’s played a
much improved, fast game of netball. The B’s collaborated and worked together with an excellent
last quarter, where Pip and Bella scored 2 goals. The C’s and D’s battled well through-out and
are growing in confidence in their rotating positions.
The U10 boys travelled to OakWood in Chichester for the first time to take part in a football
tournament. It was a really successful away day, with the boys picking up three victories and
only losing twice. They finished 2nd overall in the tournament! Massive congratulations to the
boys who have worked so hard on improving their skills over the term. Phillip took Player of the
Tournament for not only his efforts out on pitch but also for some wonder-saves in goal! The
boys all looked the part as well in their new football kit. Enjoy the pictures!
Good luck to our U9A and U10A girls playing in the tournaments later in the week.
Mr Don-Carolis & Mrs Lovesey
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WEEK’S MENU FOR w/c 22nd November
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