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ST HILARY’S AND THE PHILOSOPHER’S STONE
'Does a thing exist if it exists in thought?'
Miss Hall

NOTES FROM MRS WHITTINGHAM – YOUR HEAD
Follow us on

@StHilarysSchool,

St Hilary’s School Trust and

sthilarysschool

Dear Parents,

Inside this issue:
Deputy Head

5

Head of Pre-Prep

7

Head of EYFS
(incl. Nursery)

8

Curriculum
Information

11

Menu

13

The Half Term holiday already seems a distant memory. It was good
to hear the children’s happy chatter and news at the Gate including
the fact that some of them have managed to see relatives they have
not seen for a while. Special times - we hope that those of you whose
family are more distant will be able to do this soon.
The Summer Term is always a busy one, with lots of events and trips
in the School calendar, which all help to broaden the children’s
experiences and to enrich their learning. Year 5 were incredibly
excited to visit Hindleap Warren today. In fact, you could have been
forgiven that all their birthdays had landed on the same day as they
waited to leave this morning! I imagine the coach journey was not a
quiet one although some of the pupils (and staff!) may nod off on the
return. My thanks go to the staff. A lot of time and thought goes into
arranging these trips and it is a huge responsibility.
Our theme this week in our assemblies has been Aspiration, which is
one of our School Values. Again, this is quite difficult to explain to

the boys and girls and I turned to the dictionary for some clarity,
which defines aspiration as ‘having a hope or ambition of achieving
something.’ As parents we have high aspirations for our children and
want them do well whilst being happy and of course, at School this is
mirrored as we encourage the boys and girls to achieve their personal
best in everything they do.
Many of our older pupils aspire to take part in our annual Young
Musician of the Year Competition and we are always bowled over by
the standard of musicianship and performance. This year we were
incredibly impressed with all the participants. In fact, they are all
winners, as I explained in our Celebration Assembly this afternoon and
it is difficult to believe that the eldest are still only eleven years old.
You are still able to watch the Young Musician of the Year by following
Mrs Churaman’s link yesterday. Special congratulations go to Scarlet,
Y6, our Young Musician of the Year, 2021 and to Rosie, also in Y6 for
being the runner up. We were delighted that Mrs Purcell, our new
Head of Music, from September was able to adjudicate for us and her
feedback was extremely constructive and positive. We look forward
to Mrs Purcell joining us in September.
We also welcome Mr Jack Don Carolis who joins us as Head of Boys’
Games in September. Mr Don Carolis is currently Head of Games at
Rowan Prep in Esher and brings with him a wealth of experience. Mr
Don Carolis will work in tandem with our new Head of Girls’ Games -we
are currently finalising this appointment. Miss Higgins, who many of
you know already will become Head of Swimming. Again, Miss Higgins
has a wealth of experience and knowledge and is already instrumental
in the teaching of swimming and organising galas, etc. at St Hilary’s.
Of course, all members of the Sports’ Department will liaise and work
very closely together and we are currently working on enhancing the
opportunities in Sport even further. We are very pleased that we
have been able to reinstate swimming and the boys and girls have
benefitted from using the facilities at the Rec. The extra-curricular
programme and the fixture list for September are looking full with a
range of both single sex and co-ed sport opportunities for our pupils.
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I have just returned to my Study from the Hall in which I have been
treated to a wonderful performance of the song, ‘Sing’, from our Y6
pupils. It seems very difficult to believe that these girls, or should I
say young ladies, will be moving on their Senior Schools in September.
They suddenly look very grown up and have shot up in height. Some of
these girls have been with us since they were two years’ old and it
does not see possible that they will be leaving us. Time flies!
Tomorrow we look forward to welcoming boys and girls from Nursery,
Kindergarten and Reception, to join us for a Teddy Bear’s Picnic. I
just hope that these children do not grow up quite so quickly! I hope
that you have a super weekend and I look forward to seeing our
younger pupils tomorrow at the picnic and the rest at the gate on
Monday morning.
Mrs Jane Whittingham
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This afternoon the following Commendations were presented during Assembly:
Commendations
Orlie (Y2) – For super ‘turtle riding’ descriptive writing
Benjamin R (Y2) – For brilliant writing about The Sandman & the Turtles
Eliza (Y5) – For showing determination and learning a completely new song in one
lesson
Megan (YR) – For excellent progress with her handwriting
Rafferty (YR) - For excellent progress with his handwriting
Chloe (YR) – For her wonderful handwriting and beautiful illustrations in her half
term news
Darcey (Y3) – For excellent recall of famous London landmarks in assembly
Iris (Y6) – For writing a compelling letter in science
Cecily (Y6) - For writing a compelling letter in science
Gabriella (Y2) – For excellent calculating in Maths
Hannah (Y4) – For excellent recall of chess player Magnus Carlsen
Martha (Y4) – For excellent recall of people and places in assembly
Theo (Y4) – For excellent description of the tennis Grand Slam
Maia (Y3) – For excellent progress in reading
Pull It Out The Bag
Aurelia (YR) – For a lovely piece of handwriting

Page |4

Friday Notes – 11th June 2021

NOTES FROM MRS MITCHELL – DEPUTY HEAD
Art and design remains a firm favourite in school and gives children the opportunity to explore
their ideas by experimenting, inventing and creating their own varied works of art using a range
of materials. The Year 6 Art Scholars have demonstrated how they have learnt how to draw,
paint, sculpt and explore other art, craft and design techniques. Another important aspect of
the art and design curriculum at school is learning about how art has shaped our history and how
it reflects it. Congratulations to all the Year 6 pupils for their super transition projects. Miss
Brooker and Mrs Hickman have been so impressed by the variety, outstanding work ethic and
exceptional standard of work.

Chess has been persuasively linked with improving children's concentration, problem-solving,
critical, social relationship - building skills, original and creative thinking and even mathematical
abilities. It is also said to help with memory storage and how young brains manage information.
Thank you to Mr Tuck for holding the Inter-House Chess Competition on Monday and to Ms
Linskey for her support. There were some very intense matches and here are the final results:

Blue
Red
Green
Yellow
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140
138
133
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We are very proud of our Year 6 pupils who have had 84 offers,
with 33 scholarships and awards and will be moving on to 19
different Senior Schools. The children are beginning to meet with
their new Heads of Year and other senior staff of their next
schools, through transition days and also via Zoom calls. We know
you are nearly ready to fly the nest and have the skills and
confidence to take on your next adventure!

The grounds have been simply stunning over the
last couple of days and the children have
thoroughly enjoyed being back with their friends
after the half term break. Year 5 created, what
must have been a record, for the longest leap frog!

Next week, many of our pupils will be taking LAMDA exams and we wish them all the best. Mr
Parton, Ms Huckle and Mr Merry are delighted with how hard the children have worked and are
looking forward to them now having their time to shine!
Year 2 will be visiting Wisely and the EYFS Team are looking forward to Bugs and Butterflies
next Tuesday.
Mrs Mitchell
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PRE-PREP NOTES FROM MRS HILLERY
The half term break meant the children in Year 1 came back to school buzzing and ready to
learn. They have had a busy week, which began on Monday, with Mr Tuck’s wonderful chess
tournament. The boys and girls were thrilled to be putting the skills they have learnt into
practice, playing house matches. The children also put on super performances in the Year 1
Assembly, telling the story of ‘The Creature and the Cave’. In the classroom, in English, they
heard the story of George and the Dragon – not St George, but his mouse namesake! There were
some excellent adjectives used to describe the dragon. In Maths, the children have started to
learn multiplication, finding 2, 5 and 10 lots of other numbers and objects. In Art, the boys and
girls painted their shields, whilst in DT, they continued the dragon and knight theme by making
pencil pennants. The boys and girls have also been practising their field events for Sports Day.
They threw (foam) javelins and there were some very impressive distances thrown! It has been
a hot and sticky week, but the children’s enthusiasm is brilliant.

Year 2 have had a fun and busy start to the last half term; the week started with a brilliantly
organised chess tournament – well done to everyone who took part! The children enjoyed lots of
practical Maths, as we were learning about weight and mass. This is easy to reinforce at home
by baking and cooking together and looking carefully at the weights and measures. In English,
we started our new book; The Sandman and the Turtles by Michael Morpurgo – we thought about
the setting and the characters and everyone agreed that ‘Treginnis Farm’ sounded idyllic! Year
2 have been learning about Buddhism in RS and enjoyed showing their knowledge of the life of
the Buddha using sequencing cards. We have been learning about plants and flowers in
Enrichment and are looking forward to our trip to Wisley next week. During Science, the
children began to learn about electricity and how we use it. In our spare moments we practised
for our class assembly and have enjoyed learning a special song for it!
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Mrs Hillery

EYFS NOTES FROM MRS HILLERY
The Nursery children have had a fantastic week back from half term. They have welcomed some
new friends, and have loved being outside, enjoying in sunshine. This week the children have
been learning about the colour blue and rectangles, practising running for sports day and learning
songs for the summer performance, Croak! What a fantastic week back it has been, and an
exciting weekend with the Teddy Bear’s picnic.

What a great first week back in Kindergarten after the lovely sunny half term! The children
have enjoyed being outside in the warm weather and have loved going to the Quiet Garden to
play hide and seek and Grandma’s footsteps. Also, in the Kindergarten garden, the children have
been using the water tubes and pipes and making towers with the big Lego building blocks. Inside
the classroom they have had fun playing ‘Bingo’ where the children had to match the CVC words
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and pictures. In Topic, the children have been making name rockets and practising their cutting
skills.
We are really excited to see you tomorrow for our Teddy Bears’ Picnic, where we will be taking
you on a wonderful journey around the school don’t forget to pack your picnic, rug and of course
your Teddies!

It has been wonderful to welcome the boys and girls back to school and they have blown us away
with their tales of half term fun and some excellent writing about their adventures last week.
In Mathematics we have been concentrating on subtraction to consolidate our previous
understanding. The children have taken part in a variety of different practical activities to
support their learning and have worked well using number lines, bouncing back along the track
to find the correct answer to their subtraction problems. We have also had great fun with the
outdoor water tray where our knowledge of capacity from before half term has been put into
practise – we also have lots of clean toy cars!!
This half term we are learning all about Mini Beasts – already a very popular topic amongst the
children! We have already discovered some of our very own mini beasts, including a stag beetle
which was found and examined very closely. Our trip to the Woods on Wednesday allowed the
children to carry out a mini beast hunt and they were extremely successful in what they
discovered. This topic links very well to our Literacy lessons where we explore the works of Eric
Carle, in particular, The Very Hungry Caterpillar.
The children have been enjoying this glorious weather, and we are so lucky to have our covered
Reception Garden where we continue to take the opportunity to bring our learning outdoors in
the shade.
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Mrs Hillery
CELEBRATIONS
The following boys and girls were proud to be awarded a certificate for Pupil of
the Week:
RR – Grace – For a lovely piece of Literacy
RR – Clara – For super participation in Maths
RE – Uma – For a super piece of writing about her half term news
RE – Harry – For showing a good understanding of subtraction problems
1H – Buster – For great work counting in multiples
1H – Toby – For brilliant work in his Castle booklet
1GS – Darcie – For excellent work and super attitude to each lesson
1GS – Henry M – For excellent work and super attitude to each lesson
2B – Isabelle – for super attitude to her swimming this week
2B – Willow – For beautiful handwriting in English this week
2P – Luna – For super ‘turtle riding’ descriptive writing
2P - Rocco – For super ‘turtle riding’ descriptive writing
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CURRICULUM INFORMATION

ENGLISH
Pupils in Years 3-6 have been sitting their CAT4 tests online this week so we have squeezed in
as much work as possible into our English lessons around them.
Year 6 pupils are now the proud conquerors of The Apostrophe. The title they wrote in their
exercise books this week says it all: ‘Apostrophes – once and for all!’ and I am pleased to report
that by the end of the week, they were completing exercises on these pesky pieces of
punctuation with speed and confidence. Phew!
In Year 5, pupils have been thinking ahead to September when they move into Year 6, and have
been working on their letters of application to Mrs Whittingham regarding their preferred
positions of responsibility. They looked at the format for structuring formal letters, and of
course, persuasive language, as they were tasked with explaining the reasons for their choices
as well as justifying why they believed themselves to be suitable and worthy candidates. We do
not envy Mrs Whittingham; she has her work cut out selecting from the pool of convincing and
enthusiastic applicants!
Year 4 classes have also been learning about persuasive writing and wrote incredibly persuasive
letters so that the main character from 'Street Child' would stay in the Workhouse and not run
away. This was not an easy task as they have learnt how hard life was for children in Victorian
Workhouses, but they created fantastic reasons and arguments to demonstrate the benefits
of life in a Workhouse over life on the street. They have also been practising using apostrophes
to show possession for plural nouns this week.
Children in Year 3 have used their detailed story plans to write
wonderfully descriptive puppy adventure stories. These have
clear beginnings, exciting middles and conclusive endings. They
practised using speech marks and also synonyms for 'said'. They
also tried to include onomatopoeia in their work and many of
them started their stories with brilliant sound words such as:
Pop! Rumble! Vroom! Bang!
Mrs Beach
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MUSIC
The highlight in the Music Department this week was the Young Musician of the Year Final,
which was shown on Thursday evening to everyone. It was a delight to see such polished
performances from some very talented children. We were also treated to a wonderful flute
solo of Danny boy by our Peripatetic Flute teacher, Miss Beth Tempest. We also had a very
special visit by our 2019 winner Anastasia who played a very challenging piece on her violin and
of course it was lovely to see live singing again with Year 4 performing on the stage once more.
Many congratulations go to Scarlet, our winner, and runner up Rosie.

Mrs Wood
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WEEK’S MENU FOR w/c 14th June
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