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A blink of the eye and it is Friday again! The boys and girls have
settled quickly back in after the half term break and are suddenly
looking that much more grown up. I have been particularly struck by
our Nursery and Kindergarten children who look so much older than
the beginning of the academic year. A parent of a Y5 pupil,
commented on the children’s good manners and confidence in saying
good morning and using my name at the gate. It is difficult to
believe that these boys and girls are still so young. Well done, we
are very proud of you.
As many of you are aware, I have a wonderful view from my Study
window and I am often distracted by the happy buzz outside.
Yesterday, Kindergarten were having great fun charging up and
down across the front lawn, mostly in the right direction (!),
practising in readiness for Sports Day. Indeed, the Sports
Department have had a busy week which will culminate in the IAPS
National Swimming Finals at the London Aquatic Centre. Good luck

everyone; do not forget to soak up the atmosphere. What an
experience. Our thanks go to Miss Higgins for accompanying the
children and I look forward to seeing you there tomorrow afternoon.
The House Chess Tournament and General Knowledge Quiz have been
very popular with the boys and girls this week and the music played
by the ice cream van making its way up Holloway Hill and onto the
School drive brought back a few happy memories for me although I
do not remember ever having such a big ice cream with a choice of
topping when I was a child!
We have been very pleased to reintroduce some staple favourite
events back into the School calendar and yesterday evening we were
treated to a wonderful evening of music in our Young Musician of the
Year Final. Our adjudicator, Mr Harris, Head of Music at Cranmore
School, was impressed by the high standard and range of
instruments and also the confidence and poise of the pupils. Learning
an instrument has so many benefits, but is also hard work and
involves many hours of practice. Well done, to all the participants
and especially Grace, Y6, who was our overall winner, following a
super performance on her violin. Your hard work has paid dividends
and our thanks go our Director of Music, Mrs Purcell and our team of
peripatetic teachers for their excellent teaching and guidance. A
special thank you goes to Scarlet, last year’s winner and Music
Scholar, for returning to St Hilary’s to perform for us. What a
treat and well worth your journey from Sherborne Girls School. Of
course, it is wonderful to see the children perform again; I for one,
have really missed it and I am now looking forward to Y5 and 6’s
forthcoming production of Mary Poppins.
I hope that you have a lovely weekend. I am now going to spend some
time dusting my sequin shoes ready for this evening’s disco! Thank
you to FOSH for organising this. I am sure that the children will
really love it and what a great way to start their weekend! Good luck
to our swimmers and those of you who will be preparing for next
weekend’s camping on the school field, (make sure you have a tent!).
I look forward to seeing you at the gate on Monday morning.
Mrs Jane Whittingham
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This afternoon the following Headteacher Awards and Commendations were presented during
Assembly:
Headteacher Awards
Henry (Y5) – For outstanding progress in comprehension
Lexi (Y6) – For a stunning piece of art work, crafting a bee
Commendations
Matilda (Y3) – For excellent English work on rhyming words
Autumn (Y3) – For showing sustained focus and concentration
Isabella (Y5) – For excellent independent research work on Conservation
Excellent Etiquette
Harry (Y5) – For holding the door open for Mrs Byrd
Pull it Out the Bag
Priyanka (Y2) – For excellent use of language in English lessons
Samuel (Y2) – For an enthusiastic approach when completing phonics work
Aurelia (Y1) – For determination to work harder and more neatly
Finley F (Y2) – For an accurate scene drawing based on what he had read
Grace (Y2) – For an accurate scene drawing based on what she had read
Felix (Y2) – For an accurate scene drawing based on what he had read
True Friend
Arthur (Y1) – For looking after a friend who had had
Personal Best
All RCH – For amazing independent writing

NOTES FROM MRS MITCHELL – DEPUTY HEAD
It does not feel too long ago that we opened our doors to our new wellbeing centre, ‘The Nest’
and created a whole school gratitude journal. Saying ‘thank you’ is the simplest way to say ‘I
appreciate you’. People also feel more motivated when they are appreciated and praised. It
reinforces that you recognise their effort and may even encourage them to go the extra mile.
Research has determined that people who are appreciated by a simple thank you demonstrate a
50 per cent increase in their willingness to help. Grateful people tend to have lower blood
pressure, improved immunity, healthier hearts and better mental health. Every time you express
or receive gratitude, your brain releases dopamine, making a recurring connection between the
action and feeling good. It also helps reduce stress reactions in your body. Therefore, the gift
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of a thank you is positive for both giver and receiver: for the giver, it creates a positive
emotional state that supports the release of feel-good brain chemicals, and for the receiver it
can positively impact their social value, and increase self-worth and the likelihood they will want
to help the thanker.
“We must find time to stop and thank the people who make a difference in our lives”. John F.
Kennedy.
This week we have had another busy week and it seems fitting to say a huge ‘thank you’ to
everyone involved in the organisation of events and activities that enable our children to be a
part of a safe, stimulating and happy environment. From School discos to match fixtures; the
whole school General Knowledge Quiz to our Young Musician of the Year Concert, from The
Inter-House Quiz to our Parent Tennis Tournament, not to forget ‘Godalming in Bloom’ and the
visit from the ice-cream van; we are very fortunate to have such wonderful events.
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Mrs Mitchell
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PRE-PREP NOTES FROM MRS HILLERY
Year 1
The boys and girls in Year 1 have returned with a spring in their step following the half-term
break. The week started with a very exciting chess tournament which saw the children really
‘up’ their game. In the English lessons this week, the boys and girls looked at the story of ‘George
and the Dragon’ which led them to write some excellent similes to describe the mighty dragon.
Some of these wonderful ideas included the dragon flying faster than Concorde and being more
terrible than the Taipan snake! The children enjoyed re-writing the story in their own words
and they produced some terrific illustrations too. In Maths this week, the boys and girls have
been looking at the 100 square, finding patterns and counting on and back in 1s. They learnt more
about knights and jousting in History and enjoyed making pencil pennants in DT. In Science, they
continued to learn about growing things and studied different types of tree. The weather was
kind enough to allow the children to go on a tree hunt, trying to spot the different species, by
looking at leaves. Away from the classroom, the boys and girls had a wonderful time when they
resumed their swimming lessons. They also took part in an exciting inter-house quiz, after which
they were thrilled to hear the trill of an ice cream van at St Hilary’s! There was a huge buzz of
joy as the children chose their ice creams and they savoured every mouthful!
Year 2
It was lovely to welcome the children back this week and hear all about their wonderful
half-terms and Jubilee celebrations. Our week started with an exciting house chess tournament
which the children all thoroughly enjoyed. In English this week, we began reading The Sandman
and The Turtles by Michael Morpurgo. The children looked at the adjectives used to describe
the setting and characters and created a word bank before drawing their interpretations based
on what they had read. They also predicted what would happen next and wrote the next part of
the story, working with a partner for ideas. Homophones were our focus in phonics and we played
a fun memory game where the children had to match the homophones together. In Maths, we
have been looking at units of measurement, specifically weight. The children estimated and
measured in grams and kilograms, compared different weights and carried out problem solving
involving mass too. Our puppets are coming to life in DT and this week the children finished
cutting out the different parts of their puppets to be stuck on to complete their finished
product. In Topic, we discussed different holiday destinations that the children have visited
and used atlases to locate these on a world map. We then created a list of destinations and
created a tally chart of which countries all the children have visited before recording this on a
bar chart. We certainly have some well-travelled children in Year 2! In PSCHE we looked at the
human life cycle and discussed what a human is able to do at each stage. A definite highlight of
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the week was the house general knowledge quiz which took place on Tuesday afternoon and was
followed by a delicious ice cream for all their hard work!

Mrs Hillery
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EYFS NOTES FROM MRS HILLERY
Nursery
What a fantastic first week back it has been, the Nursery children have had such a wonderful
time and have been busy learning. The children have been practising their number skills this
week and name recognition and have done so well. They have also loved practising their singing
for this year’s summer production and preparing for the Bugs and Butterfly Ball next week. They
are all super excited for next week’s events and class photos.

Kindergarten
The children in Kindergarten have been very busy practising for some of their upcoming events
this week. They are very much looking forward to singing at the Summer time concert, I’m sure
you have heard them singing some of the songs at home. We also practised our running and
balancing skills, in preparation for Sports Day. The children all had a lovely midweek treat when
we had a visit from the ice cream van, they all got to enjoy a yummy ice cream or lolly. We all
welcomed Mrs Price into the Kindergarten this week, we are all very excited to have her join
the team! A couple of reminders, The Bugs and Butterfly ball is next Tuesday, it will commence
at 11.30am. We also have our class photos on Monday.
Have a lovely weekend
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Reception
We started the week with a very exciting treat. The Reception students joined the rest of the
school for a quiz. They were elated to find that afterwards there was an ice cream van at school!
Each child chose a delicious ice cream and we enjoyed them in the sunshine.
During their Understanding of the World lessons the students have greatly enjoyed extending
their ICT skills. They took photographs on the iPad while exploring the school grounds to hunt
for mini beasts. They show a keen interest in their surroundings, paying attention to some of
the features of mini beasts. There are also some exciting visitors in each class. RCH and RR
have caterpillars to care for. The children have considered what to do to keep the caterpillars
safe and happy and what to do to help them thrive. The children named the caterpillars and
voted for a safe location to keep them. They are very excited to see the transformation from
caterpillars to butterflies.
In mathematics, the children have been working hard to establish what odd and even numbers
are. They solved the puzzle by establishing that even numbers have to be dived equally in their
whole parts. We practised by using biscuits and shared them equally at a tea party.

Mrs Hillery
CELEBRATIONS
The following boys and girls were proud to be awarded a certificate for Pupil of the
Week:
RCH – Aurora – For cracking which numbers are odd and even and why
RR – Thomas – For a lovely piece of Literacy
1GS – Grace – For imaginative similes when writing about a dragon
1GS – Arthur – For diligence, focus and creativity
1H – Rose – For working hard to find missing numbers and writing them correctly
1H – Edward – Excellent calculations in Maths
2B – Sebastian – For improved focus when working
2B – Stephanie – For persevering with tricky mass work in Maths
2E – Edward – For detailed planning and creation of a puppet in DT
2E – Grace – For impressive character and setting depiction
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CURRICULUM INFORMATION
ENGLISH
Years 3-6 are enjoying their class texts once again this term, and the value of this element of
the English curriculum cannot be overstated. Year 3 classes are enjoying Dick King-Smith’s ‘The
Sheep-Pig’ and ‘Bill’s New Frock’. Year 4 children have benefited from a cross curricular link
with History and the Victorian topic they are studying as they are reading ‘Street Child’ by
Berlie Doherty. Year 5 children are reading Ted Hughes’ novel, ‘The Iron Man’, which is packed,
full of the most wonderful figurative language and has afforded them many opportunities to
practise their own descriptive writing. Finally, Year 6 are currently gripped by Ian Serraillier’s
‘The Silver Sword’ and they have enjoyed discussing the themes of courage, survival and the
strength of the human spirit in the face of the Second World War, all the more relevant and
topical given the events in Ukraine in recent months. It is also providing cross-curricular links
with History and Geography, as it is set during the Second World War and follows the children’s
journey across Europe to reach a safe haven in Switzerland.
Towards the end of last term and at the beginning of this term, pupils in Years 5 & 6 took part
in Cranleigh School’s Awesome Book Awards. Pupils were invited to read five books from the
shortlist and then to vote for their favourite. Unfortunately, once again this year, we are only
able to watch the virtual Awards Ceremony online, but this will still be a rich and enlightening
experience as the children will listen spellbound as the authors of the shortlisted books read
aloud sections of their books and talk about their experiences as authors. The pupils will be
excited and amazed in equal measure, and we are already looking forward to getting involved
next year and seeing what wonderful new children’s fiction will be included.
The shortlisted books for 2021-2022 were:
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Before the Half Term break at the end of May, Assessment Week saw the children sitting the
Progress Tests in English (PTE). They have been tested on spelling, punctuation and grammar
and comprehension and these tests are an invaluable indicator, not only of the progress made
over the course of the previous academic year, but also areas of individual focus going forward.
There has been a considerable amount of letter writing happening in the Prep School this week
as Year 5 pupils have been thinking ahead to September when they move into Year 6, and have
been working on their letters of application to Mrs Whittingham regarding their preferred
positions of responsibility. They looked at the format for structuring formal letters, and of
course, persuasive language, as they were tasked with explaining the reasons for their choices
as well as justifying why they believed themselves to be suitable and worthy candidates. We do
not envy Mrs Whittingham; she has her work cut out selecting from the pool of convincing and
enthusiastic applicants!
Year 4 classes have also been learning about persuasive writing and wrote incredibly persuasive
letters so that the main character from 'Street Child' would stay in the Workhouse and not run
away. This was not an easy task as they have learnt how hard life was for children in Victorian
Workhouses, but they created fantastic reasons and arguments to demonstrate the benefits
of life in a Workhouse over life on the street.
A gentle reminder please, for any school Library books which may be at home to be returned to
school as soon as possible please. Thank you.
Mrs Beach

MUSIC
What a busy term for the Music department! Most of the first half term was spent in
preparation for our incredible Jubilee Concert! The children all worked incredibly hard to
rehearse and perfect their pieces to celebrate the Platinum Jubilee. Years 1 and 2 developed
their rhythm and timing by practising marching whilst singing their ‘Trooping the Colour’ song.
Years 3 and 4 explored samba style percussion and dancing with their ‘Street Party’ song. The
whole school worked incredibly hard to learn and perform ‘Zadok rules Hallelujah’ which is an
8.03 minutes long choral arrangement of Handel’s many works used in coronation ceremonies of
many Kings and Queens. This challenging and complex piece was the highlight of the concert and
the children of St Hilary’s Preparatory School sang it with such enthusiasm and confidence.
Years 5 and 6 are in the thick of their Mary Poppins rehearsals. The quality of the singing of
the children and in particular the harmonies they have learnt, already make this one of the best
productions I have had the privilege of working on. This is a show not to be missed!
As well as another incredibly successful Tea time concert where some of our younger children,
both in age and experience, shared their music with us we have also celebrated our Young
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Musician of the Year competition this week. The standard of all the children was incredibly high
this year and it was such a privilege to sit and enjoy the performances of some of our most
talented musicians in the school. My congratulations go again to all the finalists and in particular
to our winner Grace (Y6) for their wonderful performances.
Mrs Purcell

CHESS
Year 1 have become so proficient in mastering their skills they have now received their own
individual Lichess accounts enabling them to work through the Chess Basics section
https://lichess.org/learn#/ at their own pace. In six weeks, some of these children have already
obtained their “100% badge” that were presented in Assembly.
Most of Years 2, 3 and 4 have already obtained their “100% badge” so have joined the St.
Hilary’s Lichess team and played in their first tournaments amongst their classmates. They have
also played in an Antichess tournament that is an eccentric variant where you lose all your pieces
or get stalemated to win the match.
To replicate matches against players of their own level some of the children enjoyed the
experience of playing the online BOT Maia1. This is a human-like neural network chess engine
that has been created with the aim of providing a more useful, and fun chess AI. This version
was trained by learning from over 10 million Lichess games between players of 1100 ratings that
roughly equates to the level of the children.
The Year 5 and 6 children have participated in tournaments featuring many of the chess variants
including Antichess and Racing Kings. They have also played in their first Crazy House
tournament.
For Crazy House, all the rules and conventions of standard chess apply, with the addition
of drops
A captured piece reverses colour and goes to the capturing player's pocket. At any time, instead
of making a move with a piece on the board, a player can drop a piece from their pocket onto an
empty square on the board.
For example, a check that would result in checkmate in standard chess can be answered in Crazy
House, if the defender can play a legal drop that blocks the check.


Drops resulting in immediate checkmate are permitted.



Pawns may not be dropped on the players' 1st or 8th ranks.



Promoted but captured pawns are dropped as pawns.
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An example is illustrated above with white to play. White has two pieces in their pocket: a knight
and a bishop. White can check the black king by dropping a bishop on c3.
They have continued their checkmate pattern exercises featuring Anastasia’s Mate
https://lichess.org/practice/checkmates/checkmate-patterns-i/fE4k21MW/6HQvRyz0 ) and
more
recently
Boden’s
mate
and
Double
Bishop
Mate
https://lichess.org/practice/checkmates/checkmate-patterns-ii/8yadFPpU/UZ1np9Is
Every child in all six years in the Prep school took the opportunity to participate in the House
Chess competition on 6th June.
All the children from Year 2 and above played a match against another child from a different
house, whilst Year 1 had their own competition playing the “Hungry Queen” game. The aim is for
your queen to capture all six of your opponent’s pawns before they capture yours. An example is
shown below where each player can place their pawns wherever they like and a queen in their
bottom right-hand corner of the board.
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All participants will be presented with medals by Mrs. Whittingham in the assembly on Friday
17th June.
Mr Tuck

SPORTS NEWS
Some questionable weather threatened to put a stop to our matches this week but we kept our
fingers crossed and checked every weather app available to keep the matches going ahead! We
have had some fantastic cricket fixtures with the U8s and U11s playing St Catherine’s up at
Godalming Cricket Club.
The U8s were all excited to be playing against the elements and there were some fantastic
performances both individual and collectively. It is a pleasure to see both boys and girls playing
in competitive fixtures and working collaboratively. The A team won convincingly with many
wickets taken and the boundaries were broken with both 4s and 6s. The B team also recorded a
convincing win and it was fabulous to see consistent bowling technique across all of our players.
Our C team didn’t manage to pick up a victory, however special mention must go to Greyson whose
bowling accuracy stood out on the field.
The U11s showed just how much they have improved this year with some outstanding bowling
and fielding skills. We had catches and wickets galore in the A team match with special mention
to Sophia who got and incredible 3 wickets in her bowling over! The B team demonstrated some
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wonderful batting scoring several 4s and Mr Gallagher commented on the improvement of the C
team bowling! Well done, Girls!

Mrs Lovesey & Mr Don Carolis
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WEEK’S MENU FOR w/c 13th June
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