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Hopefully, we have now seen the back of the squally weather Storm
Brendan brought and despite the gusty winds and heavy downpours,
the boys and girls have been very sensible.
We often receive comments from members of the public when we take
pupils on trips and this week was no exception. Year 5 were a fantastic
credit to us on the theatre trip to London and several comments were
made about their exemplary behaviour and good manners. Indeed, the
trip was a success all round as we all enjoyed a wonderful performance
of The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe and I could not help but
notice that the children were transfixed and sitting on the edge of
their seats throughout. Not only do these trips greatly enrich the
teaching and learning in school but I am sure that they stay in the
memories of these children for a long time.
It goes without saying, that it has been another very busy week and
the beginning of term is now a distant memory! The ‘Big Red Staircase’

has seen heavy traffic and Bella, Mrs Beach’s black Labrador, has
enjoyed hearing a number of pupils read today. In fact, she was lulled
to sleep, much to the amusement of the pupils from Year 2P! We have
had several visitors clutching holiday scrapbooks and the boys and
girls have been very animated sharing their holiday news whether they
have been away or at home.
My thanks go to Mr Aristidov for ensuring the new signage is safely
in place at the bottom of the school drive and for returning late with
Mr Edwards-Moss to put our new world map up in the Link Corridor.
Both have caused quite a stir!
In our assembly at the beginning of the week we continued to think
about the last decade and the one that lies ahead of us. After much
reflection I challenged the boys and girls as to what they will aspire
to and what sort of people they would like to become over the next
ten years. Measured and thoughtful, we were impressed by their
responses and it reassured us how well the school values are
embedded and how aware they are of the need for soft skills as well
as striving for one’s personal best academically.
Thank you to those parents who attended the Y5 Senior Schools’
Information Meeting on Monday. Of course, it seems like we were
only doing this five minutes ago and now we are waiting for those pupils
to receive their senior school results.
This morning we enjoyed coffee and croissants with some of our
parent Library volunteers. Thank you very much to those of you that
help. Your support is invaluable and we are pleased that you like our
new library chairs!
Mrs Dickenson, Registrar, is very busy indeed at the moment as we
have a high number of enquiries from prospective parents of both
boys and girls. Our pupil numbers are very strong indeed and I am
looking forward to our Activity Morning tomorrow which has attracted
a lot of interest from those with younger children. I continue to visit
local schools and this week made a super trip to Milford Infants. Next
week, I am visiting Eton as we continue to forge stronger links with
prospective senior schools for boys as well as our girls. Exciting times.
I hope that you have a super weekend and I look forward to seeing
you at the gate on Monday morning unless you are attending the
Activity Morning tomorrow.
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Mrs Jane Whittingham
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This morning the following Headmistress’ Award and Commendations were presented during
Assembly:
Scrap Book Award
Maisie (Y2)
Maya (Y4)
Charlotte (Y1)
True Friend Band
Arthur (Y2)
Grace (Y5)

NOTES FROM MRS CLARKE & MRS MITCHELL – DEPUTY HEADS
We have had an incredibly busy week with the Pied Piper Theatre company visiting Reception to
Year 2. The children thoroughly enjoyed the performance of ‘The Star in the Jar.’ Our Year
5’s were lucky to go on a trip to watch the ‘The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe,’ at the
Bridge Theatre in London. The children have certainly all been buzzing!
Well done, to the children who visited The Chandler school for a creative writing workshop with
author Brian Moses. The children wrote very spooky ‘ghost’ poems.

We know that one of the most important things for a parent is to know that their child enjoys
coming to school each day. Laughter and a thirst for learning is always super to hear and watch!
At St. Hilary’s we encourage pupils to be independent, self-disciplined and to take responsibility
for their learning. This is coupled with a sense of fun as children explore and discover on a daily
basis.
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In Year 6, the children have turned into business managers discovering the requirements needed
build, set up and run a theme park. Budgets, running costs, profit margins, pricing structures
and marketing have been discussed with interest and real passion! There are certainly some
future CEO’s in the making!

Mrs Mitchell

PRE-PREP NOTES FROM MRS HILLERY
The highlight of the week for Pre-Prep was a performance of ‘Star in a Jar’, by the Pied Piper
Theatre Company. The boys and girls were brilliantly entertained by the story of a star which
had fallen to earth and had lost its family in the sky. Fortunately, there was a happy ending, but
the play was full of imagination and the children were mesmerised! The children discussed it for
the rest of the day, commenting on the story line and the acting. Please follow the link for more
information about the story and company.
http://www.piedpipertheatre.co.uk/
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The boys and girls in Year 1 have started the new year with fresh energy and enthusiasm. In
their history lessons, they have begun a new topic about Toys. They have looked at the things
which children of different ages play with and are already very excited about their trip to
Milestones Museum next Tuesday. They are looking forward to experiencing and studying toys
from the past. In Science, the children have been learning that everything around us is made
from a material. They have enjoyed a material hunt around the classroom, identifying what
objects are made from.

Year 2 have had a busy week, full of enthusiasm and focus for our new term. In English we have
begun our non-fiction work on penguins, with the aim to have created a fact book about penguins
in a few weeks. This week the children used non-fiction books and the iPads to begin their
research, practising the skill of note-taking. They are looking forward to typing up this work on
the computer next week and adding features such as contents pages and glossaries. We hope
that we will learn many more facts about penguins during our trip to Marwell Zoo on Monday! In
Maths we have been working on place value skills, using a range of concrete materials and solving
some tricky problems. This week we began our topic of The Great Fire of London, and the
children demonstrated real interest, asking many thought-provoking questions and sharing facts
they already know.

Mrs Hillery
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NOTES FROM MRS HILLERY – HEAD OF EYFS

All of our EYFS children have really enjoyed their first week back and they have returned buzzy
and enthusiastic! It’s been lovely to hear all about their Christmas holidays with their families.
In Nursery, we have welcomed six new children to the class and they are all settling in to
Nursery life very well. They have all enjoyed decorating the wall displays to link in with their
new topic Winter.
This week in Kindergarten, as part of this terms topic Our Skills, the children have been
decorating the wall displays to link in with self-help and independence. In KR, the display is
‘Aliens Love Underpants’, in KP its ‘Elmer’ and in KC ‘Kindness Flowers’. They have been cutting,
sticking, painting and drawing, working together on small and large scales. The children have
been also proud to share the contents of their chatterbags and talk about the items they have
collected over the holidays. Their conversations with their key person have been wonderful and
the children’s confidence is really growing when talking to others about their interests and home
life.

Reception have settled back well into school life and have been enjoying our new topic, Polar
Regions. We have been learning about the Arctic and Antarctica, and what life is like in these
extreme parts of the world. The children have written some fantastic adjectives to describe
the regions through the eyes of a Polar Explorer. We have also been looking at the features of
non-fiction books and they have enjoyed writing down facts about life in Antarctica. They are
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thoroughly enjoying our new role play areas, and have been ‘whizzing down the mountains on
sleighs’ and ‘fishing through ice holes for their supper’!
In numeracy we have been recapping our teen numbers. You may have been lucky enough to hear
the song that helps us to remember that teen numbers start with a 1! We have also been
learning to understand symmetry. It has been great fun using our own bodies, painting
butterflies and 2d shapes to understand this concept and also to find the line of symmetry. The
children have worked hard to recognise repeating patterns and have completed their own
repeating patterns using peg boards, painting and multilink.
Chinese New Year is next week and the children have listened to the story of Chinese New Year
and learnt about how it is celebrated. We have been busy creating our own Chinese Dragon
which we look forward to using as part of a Dragon Dance next week.
Although the weather has not been kind to us, we have had plenty of opportunities to be
exercising this week, with a keep fit session on Tuesday, ball games and skills on Wednesday and
gymnastics on Friday, this was topped off with an energetic Performing Arts lesson with Mr
Parton as they prepared to venture into Space!

Mrs Hillery

CELEBRATIONS
The following boys and girls were proud to be awarded a certificate for Pupil of the
Week:
RR – Samuel - For working so hard to sound out and blend his high frequency word cards.
RE - Dexter - For persevering and working hard to produce some fantastic written work this
week.
1G – Cecilia – For excellent progress in reading and great contributions to class discussions.
1H – Lexi – For brilliant work understanding the 100 square
1H – Elisabeth – making super progress in reading
2B – Tom – For his contributions and focus during our Great Fire of London topic work
2P – Effie – For excellent progress in reading - working really hard to sound more fluent and
expressive.
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CURRICULUM INFORMATION
PERFORMING ARTS
LAMDA
We are delighted to confirm that we will have our annual LAMDA examinations on Monday 16th
and Tuesday 17th March. Please can I encourage all LAMDA pupils to be learning their lines and
practise regularly in preparation for these. I will provide more information on timing and costs
in due course.

Year 3 and 4 Production
The energy and excitement from the pupils with this production is infectious and truly
wonderful. After another fabulous rehearsal this afternoon, all pupils have been sent home with
a script of 'Mind the Gap!'. Support in learning lines, poems and song words is hugely appreciated,
as this catchy script will no doubt fill your households for weeks to come. I will shortly be
sending a letter regarding performance times and the finer details.

Godalming Festival
Many thanks to those that have signed up to take part in the festival this year, we have a lovely
and large group of excited actors! I am awaiting confirmation of which days our pupils will be
in their classes, as soon as I have this information, I will be sure to circulate it.
Mr Parton
@StHilarys_Drama

PHILOSOPHY
This week in Philosophy lessons children have been thinking and wondering about different
stimuli and forming their own questions such as ‘Do adults have more courage than children?’, ‘Is
kindness the most important thing in life?’, ‘How long is Forever?’ They have also used their
ideas to consider this week’s question ‘Should governments penalise people for unhealthy
lifestyles? What do you think?

Page |9

Friday Notes – 17th January 2020

SPORTS NEWS
Wednesday 15th January 2020
U11 A-C Netball v Hoebridge

U11A
Captain: Daisy Wi
Score: 7-14 (L)
MVP: Lily C

On Wednesday 15th January, the u11 played a netball match against
Hoebridge. By the end of the third quarter the score was 12-3 to
Hoebridge. In the final quarter we scored 4 goals, drawing the match
to end with a score of 14-7 to Hoebridge. Everyone in the team played
amazingly and the player of the match was Lily C. We would like to
thank the sport staff for organising the match, the parents for
supporting and the catering team for the match tea.
By Daisy Wi
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U11B
Captain: Tahlia
Score: 3-6 (L)
MVP: Francesca
On Wednesday 15th January 2020
we played against Hoebridge at
home. After all the rain we’ve had we
were very pleased to have a fine
afternoon for the match. In the
third quarter the 3 goals were
scored by Francesca L. We all tried
our best but despite scoring all the
goals in the third quarter.
Hoebridge
played
well
and
deservingly won 6-3.
By Tahlia S

U11C
Score: 6-2 (L)
Captain: Xanthe
MVP: Tilda
It was a good match against
Hoebridge C’s on Wednesday
the 15th January. The weather
was cloudy but dry. Hoebridge
had some very good players. We
had lots of fun and really
enjoyed match tea.
By Xanthe A

Mrs McGuigan
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FRIENDS OF ST HILARY’S NEWS
Don't forget our FOSH Quiz and Curry Night on Saturday, 1st February! Please can your cash
payments be placed in an envelope with your child’s name and class, plus any dietary requirements
and handed to your Class Rep or the office.
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WEEK’S MENU FOR w/c 20th JANUARY
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