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St. Hilary’s Friday Notes
Thursday, 7th May 2020

ST HILARY’S AND THE PHILOSOPHER’S STONE
How do we know how fast or slow to do anything?
'There is more to life than increasing its speed' - Ghandi
Miss Hall
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A busy week on many levels, I have enjoyed the steady stream of
messages and photos showing the boys and girls working hard,
producing outstanding work but above all smiling and happy. We are
very much looking forward to when we can open the physical
buildings of the school again and we await to hear the Briefing from
the HM Government on Sunday, which may give us a clearer
indication. In the meantime, those photos are precious as we are all
missing the boys and girls and the buzz they generate when together
in school, so do please keep sending them to us.
We are endeavouring to publish an increased number of photos in our
Friday Notes as we know they are read by our extended families
near and far. We hope you enjoy them. It is a tough time for
everyone and we are looking forward to the time when we are not
just relying on technology and that some sort of normality can
resume.

The boys and girls have been learning about VE Day this week as we
prepare to mark the 75th anniversary tomorrow. Mrs Higgins,
Orlando’s (Y2) Granny was 19 years old and in her final year training
to be a physiotherapist, at St Thomas’ London. Her diary, which
contains a remarkable entry regarding her experiences on VE Day
provided a perfect foundation for my assemblies this week. Thank
you to Mrs Higgins for letting us share this slice of history with the
boys and girls. Mrs Higgins has been a regular visitor to St Hilary’s
over the years and this photo was taken at our last Grandparents’
Tea party. I am sure, you too, will have family who clearly remember
the events even though it is some time ago now.
Indeed, it has prompted me to take another look at the book St
Hilary’s put together in November, 2014, ‘Lest We Forget’ in which
the School remembered World War 1. Poignant and moving, the book
was dedicated to the men, women and children of WW1 who made
the ultimate sacrifice and those whose lives changed forever, all of
them with some association to St Hilary’s pupils and staff. It is
important that our boys and girls develop some understanding of the
sacrifices made in World I and II. Orlando’s Granny diary account of
VE Day, 1945, can be seen at:
https://www.facebook.com/518698320/posts/10157344387248321/
With regard to House Points we are keeping a careful score and ecertificates will be issued once the target of 30 is reached. The
remote distance totals will be added to the in school totals when the
building re-opens and any outstanding 'normal' certificates will be
issued then. I am sure there will be quite a few and please reassure
your son / daughter that we are keeping very good records! The
winning House will be announced in the Celebration Assembly, each
week, as usual.
I hope that you manage to enjoy the slightly longer weekend and the
sunshine that is forecast. We appreciate how are hard you are
juggling to manage and do everything at the moment and you are
doing a wonderful job supporting your children’s learning as well as
everything else. Please do be in touch if you need to be, with either
Mrs Mitchell gmitchell@sthilarysschool.com or me
head@sthilarysschool.com . We hope that the teachers and other
staff will all enjoy the well-earned rest this weekend as well. They
are the most amazing team and I feel privileged to work with them.
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Mrs Jane Whittingham
The following Headmistress’ Awards and Commendations were presented during Assembly this
afternoon:
Headmistress’ Awards
Hettie (Y3) – For working hard in every subject
Sophia (Y4) – For setting up a camera to record the growth of her plant overnight
Francesca (Y6) - For working with her sister on a collaboration project
Pippa (Y6) – Excellent Newspaper Report Writing
Emily (Y6) – Excellent Newspaper Report Writing
Alexandrina (Y6) – For working with her sister on a collaboration project and for her
continued dedication and commitment to her Maths
Commendations
Evelyn (Y1) – For going above and beyond in all areas of learning
Autumn (Y1) – For going above and beyond in all areas of learning
Tom (Y2) – For his super joined handwriting this week
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Georgina (Y2) – For being super support at home
Orlando (Y2) – For an outstanding stop motion video telling the story of The boy who flew
too close to the sun
Alexa (Y2) – For giving 100% to everything she does
Maisie (Y2) – Excellent VE Day letter
Katie (Y3) – Independent Work
Emilia (Y3) – For excellent work all week
Emily (Y3) – For excellent work all week
Poppy (Y3) – For excellent work all week
Isla (Y4) – For her set design for Mind the Gap
Abigail (Y4) – Devotion to her sister and outstanding attitude to learning
Cecily (Y5) – For her excellent poster on Special numbers and consistent hard work
True Friend Band
Ethan – For helping a friend when they were feeling sad

NOTES FROM MRS MITCHELL – DEPUTY HEAD
Perhaps the famous names from the chess world, Tigran Petrosyan and Levon Aronian have
more in common than only chess, they both are Armenians, a country where all six-years-old
children learn chess in schools, becoming the first country to do so. One name stands out
more so than these…Mr Tuck!
As a school, we are always thinking about your child’s future and the skills they will need in
this ever changing world. Just like you, we want to best prepare them for the adventure that
lies ahead. STEAM has certainly become embedded as part of the curriculum, as has a firm
favourite, our expert Chess Teacher, Mr Tuck who we all see on a Monday in school. Although,
the buildings remain closed we are delighted that Mr Tuck has enabled the school community
from Year 2 to 5 come together to play in a weekly Chess Tournament. The children have
thoroughly loved playing against one another in a safe, virtual environment. Our thanks go to
Mr Tuck for organising this weekly event.
While playing chess, the most active part of our body is the brain. As the brain works like a
muscle, it needs regular exercises for being healthy and avoid injuries. In fact, a medical
study showed that playing chess decreases the risk of dementia, as well as prevents its
symptoms because playing chess develops brain functioning. In our developing world and in
these extraordinary times, every day we face numerous problems and obstacles. Problem
solving skills are essential. Chess improves the memory as well as; spatial awareness, teaches
planning and foresight, and can improve concentration.
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Congratulations this week to all the children involved. We had 77 competitors testing each
other’s skills! Here is a brief snapshot to St. Hilary’s ‘Second Virtual Chess Tournament.’ 144
games were played with over 12,351 moves!

14:13. George takes an early lead

14:22 5 players on 2 wins from 2 games
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14:35 Isabelle and Chloe share first place

14:45 and the winners are announced
Chloe takes first place, second is Isabelle and third is James.
Congratulation to all involved!

There
is
an
option
for
parents
in
Year
https://www.chessinschools.co.uk/chesskid-for-parent
accounts until the end of July if you are interested.

1
and
6
to
subscribe
to
This company is giving free gold

Mrs Mitchell
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PRE-PREP NOTES FROM MRS HILLERY
It has been lovely to see lots of Y1 faces on Zoom this week and I have enjoyed hearing the
children read. I have also loved all of the work, photos, videos and voice messages that have
been posted on Showbie. The children have begun their topic on Castles, researching them well,
learning about Motte and Bailey castles (you can see Alice’s model in the photos below). They
have begun to think about what they would like to know about castles, writing questions such as
‘When was the first/last castle built?’ and ‘Who built the first castle?’ In Maths, the children
have worked extremely hard to learn about place value, adding and taking away multiples of ten
and finding addition patterns on the one hundred square. I have seen so much amazing work and
am very proud of them all. In addition to this, the children have created collages and drawings
of dragons in Art. Well done to all and Happy Birthday to Gabriella who was six this week.
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Year 2 have been enjoying English based around The Lighthouse Keeper’s lunch and they wrote
some excellent letters from Mrs Grinling to her sister, describing the trouble she’s been
having with the pesky seagulls!
In Maths we’ve been focusing on adding and subtracting mentally. The highlight of the week
was celebrating VE Day, the children learnt about the significance of this historical day and
loved code cracking, broadcasting, spit fire modelling and post card writing. The Friday bank
holiday was certainly well deserved!
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Mrs Hillery

NOTES FROM MRS HILLERY – HEAD OF EYFS
Nursery children have had a fun week and have been busy making playdough numbers, going on a
shape hunt and making a triangle flag. Miss Woodman also enjoyed a Zoom activity yesterday
making sensory bags.
The children in Kindergarten have been busy making mini (fairy) gardens, or bug habitats, this
week. They have enjoyed filling plant pots with greenery, stones, rocks, soil and moss. Some of
the children have chosen to fill theirs with particular items that they think butterflies and Bees
would like.
Clara did some lovely drawing and writing about the snail she
found in her garden.
Mummy wrote Clara's words in yellow and she wrote over the top.
"This is Charlotte and I love Charlotte. She crawls in the disco
room." Well done Charlotte!

The children in Reception have continued to amaze us with their hard work this week. It is such
a treat to see the fantastic pieces of work that are being sent through to us on Showbie, and
we appreciate the support that they are receiving at home.
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In Art this week pupils have been incredibly productive. Reception pupils have carefully drawn
the Toy Story character, Buzz Lightyear, painting and using collage materials to decorate their
drawings. A few pupils even dressed up like Buzz to complete their art work!
In Maths we have been focusing on the measurement of time, recapping days of the week, and
also looking at what happens during a 24hour period. The children have worked hard to
understand o'clock and we loved the pictures that they have sent through of what they may be
getting up to at different times of the day. In literacy, they amazed us by completing their
very first comprehension activity - well done! They also enjoyed writing an extended sentence
using the word 'because' when describing why they enjoyed the short film 'Wallace and
Gromit's Grand Day out'.
VE day was a really special day, and Reception enjoyed designing either a medal for a brave
soldier, or a teacup that could be used at a VE day celebration party. We talked about the
bravery of Captain Tom Moore, and the children have been busy creating their very own '100
challenge' - we cannot wait to see what they have all come up with.
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Mrs Hillery
CELEBRATIONS
The following boys and girls were proud to be awarded a certificate for Pupil of the
Week:
RR – Sam - For making fantastic progress with his handwriting.
RE - Kheevi-Loi - For outstanding pieces of independent writing, using excellent phonic
knowledge to support her spelling.
1G – Zach - For working hard to complete his Maths and English, even on his birthday!
1H – Luna - For excellent work in Maths
2B - Charlie - For challenging himself in Maths this week
2P – Florence – For a beautifully written letter

CURRICULUM INFORMATION
MATHS
Our Year 6 girls have been looking at Ratio and Proportion in Maths this week. They were set an
investigation which involved designing a school building using ratios that they had calculated.
They then applied these ratios for the colour of bricks, roof tiles and windows etc. to draw
their designs. They produced some fantastic work which certainly brightened my day, well done
girls!
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Mrs Brown

ENGLISH
There has been lots of wonderful creative writing going on in the English Department this week
and we have been so impressed by all of the work we have been sent. Pupils in Y6 have written
detailed newspaper reports based on a prisoner escape in their class reader, ‘The Silver Sword’.
They succeeded in answering a reporter’s 5 ‘W’ questions as well as thinking of attentiongrabbing headlines. In Y5 we have taken inspiration from this week’s comprehension text about
an astronaut and linked this with David Bowie’s iconic ‘Space Oddity’ song and the result has
been some amazing and spine-tingling descriptive paragraphs about what it would be like to be
completely alone in Space. Y4’s class reader, ‘Street Child’, has been the springboard for
learning about life for children in Victorian workhouses. The children have shown incredible
empathy for the plight of the main protagonist of the novel, Jim, and we are looking forward to
their upcoming persuasive letter writing task. Should Jim stay in or run away from the
workhouse? We will have lots of discussion on that conundrum via Zoom next week! Children
in Y3 have made a wonderful start to their work on ‘The Sheep-Pig' by Dick King-Smith and
have been enjoying reading the book on Zoom. They have written some delightful sentences this
week using hyphenated words and created a story based around a rat that had been caught
stealing fruit, entitled "Greedy", and they had to imagine how the rat would feel if he was
caught stealing the fruit by a human!

Mrs Beach
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PERFORMING ARTS
Another week down, and what a week it has been yet again! As each Year group are settling into
their topics, the work continues to impress and I am very proud of the creative and innovative
ways that our boys and girls are completing and sharing their work. Have a read below to find
out what we have been up to in Drama and Performing Arts:
Reception continue with their pre-recorded YouTube lessons, and had to show off their gallops
all the way around the house this week! I was delighted to see Kheevi-Loi and Lucy FaceTime
calling to do the class together - how wonderful!
Y1 continued with their work on the Pirates poem, but this week they had to tread the boards
and send their work over! Wow! Some outstanding video and voice recordings that I cannot wait
to share as classes.
Similarly, Y2 had to produced their own version of the Greek Myth, The Boy Who Flew Too Close
to The Sun. The work was so diverse in delivery, ranging from mime, to radio plays to stop motion
films! Some truly excellent work here!
Y3 and Y4 continued with our creative work for Mind the Gap, this week it was time to become
the set designer! They had no budget or scientific restriction - and golly did we get some
creative and mind-boggling results! Mr Aristidov - you have some great designs to work on here...!
Y5 has enjoyed a couple of weeks looking at Twelfth Night, the attention has turned from
comedy to tragedy, as we begin exploring the plot and themes of Hamlet. Gruesome stuff!
Finally, Y6 continue to impress me with their devising skills, and are working patiently through
their character profiles and storyboards. Keep up the super work, Y6!
I hope you enjoy some pictures of the Drama work below. Wishing you all a glorious extended
weekend, and I cannot wait to get started with you all again next week!
Mr Parton
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ART
Pupils have had another amazingly creative week in Art - Y3 pupils have produced beautifully
coloured scarab beetles. Pupils in Y4 have drawn beautiful tonal roses. Y5 have designed their
own kimono's, inspired by the V&A's postponed exhibition Kyoto to Catwalk and Y6 pupils have
drawn apples in tone and have started to make mirror frames. keep up the good work!
Miss Brooker
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SPORTS NEWS
Well done to all the children engaging in PE home learning and challenging themselves learning
new skills.
Reception-Y2
Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 have been working on skills of catching in cricket, sprint starts in
athletics and jumping as part of fundamental movement skills through the theme of Space. This
is all in addition to joining Joe Wicks every morning for his daily exercise class. One of our
Reception children even ran 3km this week with his family. Keep up the good work Reception and
Pre-prep.
Y3-Y6
The Prep school have been working on Sprint starts using the England Athletics 365 programme
which offers 6 progressive stages for each athletics skill. Y3 and Y4 specifically worked on the
first three stages and standing starts, accelerating into a sprint. Y5 and Y6 began to develop
the skills of a crouched start, accelerating from the ground into a sprint. Children have the
opportunity to choose what level to work on and stretch and challenge themselves to be their
best.
In cricket this week the children in Prep were challenged to beat Mrs McGuigan in lots of
different catching skills. Grace in Y6 was the closest with 61 catches in a minute. Well done
everyone who took part.
Next week we will look at batting in cricket and introduce some cricket games to play at home
and throwing in Athletics.
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Mrs McGuigan

The Kindness Bucket
Thank you for all your comments and input to the Kindness Bucket this week. I was so pleased
to hear about all these acts of Kindness.
Name
Imogen
Sebbie
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Class
Y5
YR

Kindness Comment
Made a birthday cake for her Daddy
Freeing a pheasant which was stuck in the garden fence
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James G

Y2

Rosie

Y5

Imogen O

Y5

Honor G
Grace &
Orla
Hermione

Y4
Y5 / Y3

Gabriella

Y1

Chloe &
Eddie

Y5 / Y3

Amaara and
Nehara

Y3 / KG

YR

Alexandrina Y6
&
Francesca,
Joshua
Y2
Polina
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Y2

Playing so well with his brother Charlie and also looking after his
little sister Ellie
Rosie has been incredibly helpful with her younger brother, Sam.
When Rosie has finished her own work she has been helping Sam with
his, and reading with him. Sam really enjoys this, and it helps him
learn.
Imogen got up super early on her dad’s birthday to bake him a
delicious birthday cake.
Making her older sister breakfast in bed.
They made a beautiful card for mummy when she was in bed with a
migraine and checked up on her regularly to see if she need anything.
Hermione decided to help a charity in need and has sponsored a dog
through Dog Trust shelters. Hermione is passionate about telling
friends and family about her sponsored dog and encouraging them to
support it too. Hermione sent some dog toys. We are so proud of
Hermione for caring enough to help.
Gabriella has made a special effort to solve a difference of opinion
by making everyone focus on the positives.
For their constant kindness to each other. Every morning I wake up
to their giggles and chatter as they play together, they get on with
their work beautifully, mindful of each other’s needs, and still
choose to play with each other at any available break. Even by
bedtime, they are still laughing together. They were already close,
but when looking for positives in these uncertain times, I can see
they have really strengthened their bond. It’s also meant that their
daddy has been able to get on with his work completely unhindered.
They have been amazing.
Both girls have emptied the dishwasher for Mummy who has
suffered from bad back pains, and they have done every single day
since Sept 2019.
With stress levels high as we try to navigate our business through
difficult times they ‘disappear’ when business calls come in, and
provide essential hugs.
Being an excellent help in supporting Daddy whilst he is busy at work
by checking what he needs in terms of food or drinks during the day.
Polina is kind and helpful. Mummy was not feeling well last week, so
she made sandwiches for the breakfasts and brought fresh flowers
from our garden to mummy’s room. She did her learning
independently and she managed it very well.
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