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Our thanks go again to Anna, Jack and Ed from the Bear Gryll’s
Survival Academy for all their tremendous input towards our recent
Activity Days. Last weekend it was the turn of Year 3 and 4 and the
boys and girls were absolutely buzzing with excitement. George, Y4
summed it by saying, ‘It was the best day ever!’. Thanks also go to the
staff for their support.
Indeed, there has been much buzz and excitement throughout the
School this week and there is a growing sense of normality and routine
following the recent Lockdown. Despite the rather extreme weather
for May, including strong winds, hail, thunder and lightning we have
been delighted that sporting fixtures are now able to resume. I very
much enjoyed watching the cricket earlier in the week. Please see our
Director of Sport, Mrs McGuigan’s Notes for further information.
Swimming has also resumed for pupils in Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 and I am
not sure who was the most excited; children or staff!
As I explained in my Notes last week, the visits up the ‘Big Red
Staircase’, continue to increase, as those who have shown True Grit

and strived for their Personal Best share their efforts with me, with
much pride. Well done, to budding author Jasper, Y1 for the super
Horrid Henry Book he has written. A very entertaining read, in which
Moody Margaret suffered yet again at the hands of Horrid Henry!
Well done, Jasper. Poor Moody Margaret. Congratulations go to Iris,
Scarlet, Sofia and Katy in Year 6 who have all produced work of an
exceptionally standard in English. Indeed, Mrs Beach and I were so
impressed girls, and your senior schools are very lucky to have you. It
just proves where hard work and outstanding teaching can take you!
Our thanks go to Mrs Sohi, Kheevi-Loi’s (Y1) Mummy for
recommending the book, ‘The 7 Habits of Happy Kids’, by Sean Covey.
Some of you may be familiar with his father’s work which resonates
very much with our strong belief that happy children learn and also
our School values. We have purchased a book for each class from
Kindergarten to Nursery. Thank you, Mrs Sohi!
We are now beginning to have assemblies, via year group Bubbles, in
the hall. Again, it has been such a long time since we were able to get
the whole school community together but we are mindful that some of
our boys and girls have never had an assembly in our hall! Celebration
Assembly, on Friday, remains on Zoom at the moment. If your son /
daughter receives a certificate / badge for an activity outside School
please send it to School for us to mention.
We are delighted to let you know that our plans are well under way
for our Bee Active Summer Camp which will be held during the first
two weeks of August. The camp is being overseen by Mr Parton and
will include a wide range of activities for children aged between two
and eleven years old. A link to a booking form will be sent early next
week enabling you to register your child/ren as required.
I hope that you have a lovely weekend and that today’s beautiful
weather continues, despite the dubious forecast! I look forward to
seeing you at the gate on Monday morning.
Mrs Jane Whittingham
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This afternoon the following Commendations and Awards were presented during Assembly:
Commendations
Charles (Y1) – For focussed, confident work in Drama this term. Really leading by example
Lachlan (Y4) – For incredibly hard work in improving his handwriting
Finlay A (Y1) – For designing and making a racing car
Scarlet (Y6) – For outstanding descriptive writing
Iris (Y6) - For outstanding descriptive writing
Sofia P (Y6) - For outstanding descriptive writing
Katy T (Y6) - For outstanding descriptive writing
Jasper (Y1) – For writing a wonderful Horrid Henry story
Pull It Out The Bag
Edward (RE) – For excellent communication and language skills when completing paired work
James (RE) - For excellent communication and language skills when completing paired work
True Friend Band
Jasper (Y1)
Hugo (RR)

NOTES FROM MRS MITCHELL – DEPUTY HEAD
Last term, Mrs Gardiner and the FOSH Team kindly organised a rhino competition. The
little rhino was born in in South Africa and desperately needed a name! We were delighted
to meet the now six months old in assembly and Rose kindly announced the winning name. A
huge well done to Megan in Reception who had chosen ‘Ranger.’
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Last weekend we were delighted that the weather was again on our side as we held our Bear
Grylls Survival Academy for Year 3 and 4. A huge thank you to the BG Survival team and to all
the staff who came to support this fabulous day.
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Next week is Mental Awareness week. At St Hilary’s we will be working
with the children during Form Times, PSCHE and assemblies to remind
them of who they can always turn to for help! Elena in Year 5 can name
five people she can speak to both in and out of school. It would be lovely
if you were able to reinforce this at home with your own child.
It was wonderful to have our first School Council of the Summer Term. Our strong team will
be working with their classes to discuss our new initiative for their garden barrels. Watch
this space! The children are also involved in a Heroes Stamp Design Competition to honour
the heroes of the coronavirus pandemic. I am very much looking forward to seeing the results!

Mrs Mitchell

PRE-PREP NOTES FROM MRS HILLERY
The boys and girls in Year 1 have had another busy and exciting week. They have been continuing
their studies on Castles and learnt about the ways they were defended, including the use of
arrow slits and moats. In Maths, the children practised a fast recall of number bonds and used
this knowledge to help them add up three numbers. In Philosophy, they heard a story about
animals and their senses and there was a good discussion between the children about which
sense they thought was best. In Art, the children continued their shield designs, using pastel
crayons and in DT, they added a drawbridge and a door to their castles. In PE the boys and girls
perfected their racquet skills with a partner and the children were looking ahead to Sports Day
with timed running races in their Games lesson. There was a guessing game in Music, with
children taking turns in identifying the hidden instrument by listening. Even though it was a
four-day school week, the children packed a lot in!
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Year 2 have had another buzzy week. In English the children have been focusing on informal
letter writing. composing letters from Mrs Grinling to her sister explaining what has been
happening to Mr Grinling’s sandwiches. We played a very tense four in a row game during our
Phonics lesson this week, looking at suffixes. In Maths we have been looking at positional
language, focusing on quarter and half turns, anticlockwise and clockwise, and describing where
objects are placed. This has lent itself to lots of practical activities inside the classroom and
outside. In our Topic lessons we have been studying seaside holidays from the past, making
comparisons between then and now. Enrichment this term is languages and Eco; in their languages
lesson the children learnt some Spanish and in Eco we discussed many ways we can look after
our planet.

Mrs Hillery
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EYFS NOTES FROM MRS HILLERY
The Nursery children have had a wonderful week playing and exploring. This week has been
messy play week and they have played with sparkly oats, playdough, shaving foam and pasta, it’s
been so much fun! They also had some wonderful stories read to them in Bulgarian from Mrs
Yordanova. They have also loved playing outside in the castle and going down the big green slide.

The Kindergarten children have been very busy participating in some 1:1 work with their Key
Person. They have been practising their mathematical skills by counting out, sorting colours and
naming shapes. It has also provided time for the children to talk about their thoughts and
feelings, and draw pictures of themselves and their families.
To continue our topic all about Space, the children have explored and played with some galaxy
themed slime. It was very gooey and spacey, with sparkly stars and glitter, to make it look like
the real Milky Way! We made it with PVA glue and shaving foam, it was very easy to make if you
want to try it out at home.
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It has been wonderful to see the Reception children back in school following the Bank Holiday
weekend, and we have enjoyed hearing their news! It has been another jam packed week of
learning as the children have been revising telling time to o’clock and also practising telling the
time to half past. They have really enjoyed this tricky concept – playing games of ‘What’s the
time Mr Wolf’, completing reading activities related to time as well as fun games helping them
to recognise o’clock and half past. We enjoyed watching a clip from Wallace and Gromit’s ‘Grand
Day Out’ where the characters were busy building their own Space Rocket. This led to fantastic
paired discussions about how the children would design their own rocket. We were amazed by
their ideas as well as their communication and language skills, and their rocket designs were,
‘Out of this world!’ As our topic of Space continues we have been exploring the lives of
astronauts, understanding what it is like to spend time in Space, what astronauts eat and how
to become an astronaut! We have been reminding the children that they can become anything
that they want, with true grit and self-belief anything is possible! Our classroom is looking
bright and cheerful with the children’s amazing alien art work, as well as our very own rocket
which the whole year group worked together to create! We hope that you enjoyed our Reception
Assembly, we were so impressed with the boys and girls and they really enjoyed creating it!

Mrs Hillery
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CELEBRATIONS
The following boys and girls were proud to be awarded a certificate for Pupil of the
Week:
RR – Aurelia – For a lovely description of her rocket
RR – Louie – For a super contribution in French
RE – Jathisan – For excellent pencil control when writing and designing this week
RE – Casper – For super progress in his reading as a result of hard work and determination
1G – Grace Y – For some beautiful illustrations of the inside of a castle
1G – Scarlet – For excellent work in English and great progress
1H – Finley F – For making excellent progress with reading
1H – Kheevi-Loi – For writing a detailed and extended story
2B – Gabriella – For an engaging informal letter in English
2P – Billy – For excellent understanding in science

CURRICULUM INFORMATION
MATHS
In Year 3 this week, the children have been investigating 2D and 3D shapes. They have been
naming the properties of the shapes and categorising them in to different groups. The children
explored finding different 2D shapes within the 3D shapes, by looking at the different faces,
and discussed how some also contained right angles.
In Year 4 there has been lots of outside learning taking place. The children have been learning
about converting measurements, and in particularly, centimetres, metres and millimetres. We
took the opportunity, in between the rain showers, to measure distances using trundle wheels,
and then converted our findings in to centimetres and meters, just centimetres and finally just
meters.

In Mrs Moore’s Year 4 group the children have also been outside working on their multiplication
tables. Mrs Moore set out some fun and active games to get the children moving, whilst still
thinking about multiples and factors….it looks like everyone had a great time!
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In Year 5 we have been looking at percentage fractions. We have discussed the meaning of the
% sign and compared the relationship between percentage, decimal and fractions. We talked
about where you might find a percentage calculation in real life and how it might be useful. The
girls quickly found their feet with this concept and we were able to move on to finding
percentages of amounts, using both the numerical method of dividing by 100 and multiplying by
the percentage, but also drawing the percentage using ‘The Bubble method’.
It has been an exciting week for our girls in Year 6. As part of World Maths Day on Wednesday,
they took part in a global, online Maths competition using our online platform ‘Mathletics’. The
girls competed against other Year 6 children from around the world and had great fun ‘travelling’
to different countries for each of the rounds of questioning. The games were all against the
clock, with just a 60 second time limit, so the pressure was really on! However, our children kept
calm and performed brilliantly. This is the first time St Hilary’s have competed in this
competition but it is definitely something we would like to do again; the children loved the
excitement, and it seems the pressure of answering questions at speed, and the challenge of
taking on the rest of the world!
Mrs Brown

ENGLISH
Pupils in Year 3 have been working on their comprehension technique in English lessons this week.
They have been using the VIPERS technique which is an excellent tool for focusing on the
different skills required for comprehension, in particular inference. They utilised this technique
after reading the next exciting chapter of ‘Street Child’ where they analysed the unfortunate
set of circumstances at the end of Chapter 3…no spoilers! They have been very Buzzy Bees as
they have also revised their work on speech marks from last week and learnt how to use
synonyms for 'said' to make their work more interesting. They were introduced to exciting new
vocabulary such as: bellowed, demanded, babbled, expressed and mumbled. The children have
been working hard on their cursive handwriting this week and those still working towards their
pen licences have been set specific targets to work towards. Pupils have also been busy being
Homophone Detectives, looking at the frequently used ones: we’re/wear/where and were – very
tricky but they are displaying True Grit and are determined to master them! Well done Year 3.
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Year 4 pupils have also continued their work on homophones - revising their/there and they're
from last week and moving on to were/we're/wear and where. They challenged themselves to
include these in sentences and asked their peers to work out which homophone was used in their
work. Year 4 has also continued to work on their cursive script, this week practising the letter
‘c’.
Year 5 classes have been learning about Prefixes in class this week. They were challenged with
matching prefixes to root words, examples of which were placed randomly around the classroom.
They had to work against the clock to find their matching card to make a complete word. They
then teamed up with other prefix group members and came up with their theory of what impact
their given prefix had on the root word. It was active learning at its best and makes the learning
of spellings engaging and more concrete. They also took a trip down Memory Lane when they
completed a comprehension paper based on an extract from last term’s class reader, ‘The Lion,
the Witch and the Wardrobe’. The paper was an entry level 11+ paper and we were thrilled by
their incredible efforts and results. They demonstrated great determination and True Grit.
Our new St Hilary’s 1000 Word Spelling Award is well underway now, and since the beginning of
term when we launched this new scheme, we have been so impressed by the pupil’s enthusiasm
to learn their individual selection of High Frequency words. This week in Celebration Assembly,
we awarded our first certificates, and we are looking forward to awarding many more of these
in the coming weeks. This in-house scheme is running alongside the Rising Stars scheme which
focuses on the teaching of specific letter patterns, but by the addition of bespoke spellings,
pupils are supported in securing the spelling of their individual most commonly misspelt words
and we are excited to see the positive impact this will have on the accuracy of the children’s
own written work.
Year 6 pupils have been working on empathetic evaluation writing again this week, using ‘The
Silver Sword’ as the springboard for their creative writing task of writing a newspaper report
for the ‘Warsaw Weekly’. In this article, they were asked to select from which perspective they
wished to write their report of Joseph’s daring escape from his prison camp: the Polish or the
Nazi. They looked at answering the five ‘W’ questions in the opening paragraph, using eyewitness
accounts, an attention catching headline and the use of the past tense throughout the piece.
They are looking forward to sharing their finished reports in class next week. The pupils have
also worked diligently this week to master the active and passive voice of verbs, once again
engaging in active learning to act out the subject/verb/object combination of various sentences.
Who knew you could have so much fun with an often considered ‘dry’ grammar topic?! Super work
this week, Year 6.
Mrs Beach
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PERFORMING ARTS
Year 4 Production
I am delighted to share with you the lockdown project that Year 4 produced. 'A Fairytale
Frenzy' was then filmed upon our return to school at the end of the Spring term. We hope you
enjoy it as much as the Year 4 boys and girls enjoyed putting it together!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KuaubEkzGog
Year 3 Radio Play
The Year 3 radio play - Journey to Nevar - is still in the editing suite and being fine-tuned.
Please keep your eyes peeled ready for the release shortly!
LAMDA Examinations
LAMDA have confirmed with us the examination dates for this year. We are excited to welcome
the examiners from Monday 12th June - Wednesday 14th June. If your child(ren) participate
in LAMDA lessons, they will automatically be entered for an examination. If you would not like
them to, please email Mr Parton (mparton@sthilarysschool.com) to confirm no later than
Wednesday 12th May. Entrants must be confirmed by then, and we cannot change entries once
confirmed.
Surrey Drama Festival for IAPS Schools
Following on from our hugely successful inaugural House Drama Festival, I will be able to share
the Surrey Drama Festival for IAPS schools with you next week. Some of our winners across
the prep school are involved, and it is a lovely opportunity to virtually bring the wider community
together.
Wishing you a wonderful weekend,
Mr Parton

SPORTS NEWS
It has been an incredible week for Sport at St Hilary’s. In this one week alone, every child in
the Prep school has played a cricket match. For lots of children this was their very first cricket
match and we were so proud of them. Two years ago, as a school St Hilary’s changed from
Rounders to Cricket to reflect the changing landscape of community sport and opportunities for
children to play cricket outside of school. The children have embraced this change and there is
a real excitement for cricket at St Hilary’s. Over the last week we have had some wins and some
losses but most importantly the children have had fun and returned to school with smiling faces.
The children are busy writing match reports ready for next week’s edition.
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Mrs McGuigan
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WEEK’S MENU FOR w/c 10th May
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