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I hope that you had a good Half Term whether you were away, or at
home and enjoyed not having to rush around quite so much! The boys
and girls were full of news and stories to tell us and were very
animated in assembly as they told us of journeys on the bus, ferry,
train, tube and plane as well as a myriad of local trips. Of course, the
journey can be just as interesting as the destination especially as most
of our children have missed these experiences due to the restrictions
in place.
Huge congratulations go to all those boys and girls who competed in
the National Modern Biathlon Championships, in Bath, which took place
the first weekend of Half Term. Qualification for this took place in
the last academic year so we were pleased to welcome Rosie, Sofia
and Edward back to represent St Hilary’s. Well done to our U11 team
for securing Bronze and Miss Higgins and I were also very proud of
our U9 team; they have much potential.
It has been a very busy, buzzy week in School and in some ways the
Half Term break seems rather a long time ago! On our return to

School on Monday, our Year 6 pupils completed their Mock Day, in
preparation for their forthcoming Senior School examinations, with
great maturity. Interview practice sessions have also commenced this
week and the girls have impressed me with how articulate and
thoughtful they are. Well done, ladies. You suddenly seem very grown
up.
We have welcomed both our Reception and Year 1 parents to School
for Show and Tell sessions and the boys and girls have glowed with
pride as they shared their work (every letter on every page!) with
their parents or Buddies. We hope our parents found the sessions
useful and it goes without saying, we were very pleased to be able to
welcome you into School once again!
The ‘Big Red Staircase’ has seen a lot of traffic this week and the
frosty cold weather has not deterred a hive of activity outside, as well
as inside. Of course, I have the perfect viewpoint from my Study
windows and I always take great delight in watching play times in full
swing. I am not sure where the children get their energy from but it
is super to see how they integrate with other year groups, as well as
their own.
I hope that the lengthy list of Awards below coupled with the photos
will help give you a snapshot of just a few of the things that have
happened this week in school. However, I would like to point out one
of my highlights; the visit from Mrs Longbottom and her baby Freddie.
He is absolutely gorgeous and we had a rather long, protracted cuddle.
Mrs Longbottom sends her best wishes to you all.
Have a super weekend and we look forward to seeing you at the gates,
on Monday morning.
Mrs Jane Whittingham
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This morning the following Headmistress’ Award and Commendations were presented during
Assembly:
Headmistress Award
Grace (Y6) – For her amazing work in writing ‘The Woodpecker’s Secret’
Commendations
Clara (Y1) – For detailed, colourful half term diaries and scrapbooks
Rafferty (Y1) – For detailed, colourful half term diaries and scrapbooks
Hugo (Y1) – For detailed, colourful half term diaries and scrapbooks
Elise (Y1) - For detailed, colourful half term diaries and scrapbooks
Orla (Y5) - For outstanding contributions in Science & History
Isla (Y6) – For excellent public speaking at the opening of the nest
Genevieve (Y6) – For fabulous contributions and ideas in English
Eliza (Y6) - For showing true grit in her comprehension work

Page |4

Friday Notes – 5th November 2021

Isabella (Y5) - Outstanding contribution to English lessons this week
Orlie (Y3) – For always being thoughtful and kind to others
Zander (Y3) – For excellent manners on the school trip and around school
Lexi (Y6) – For amazing art scholarship sketchbook work
Luna (Y3) – For excellent detailed Science homework
Pull It Out The Bag
All of Year 3 - Excellent behaviour on the trip & 2.5 hr bus ride
Lochlan (Y2) - For practical work bridging tens in Maths
Sienna (Y2) – For working so hard in Maths this week
Philip (Y5) – For an incredible input in Philosophy Club
True Grit
Bronwyn (Y5) – For dividing by two digit numbers
Leo (Y5) – For dividing by two digit numbers
Isabella (Y5) – For dividing by two digit numbers
Amaara (Y5) – For dividing by two digit numbers
Philip (Y5) – For dividing by two digit numbers
Eddie (Y5) – For dividing by two digit numbers
Martha (Y5) – For dividing by two digit numbers
Lydia (Y5) – For dividing by two digit numbers
George (Y5) – For dividing by two digit numbers
Zachary (Y5) – For dividing by two digit numbers
Henry (Y5) – For dividing by two digit numbers
Maggie (Y5) – For dividing by two digit numbers
Lexie (Y5) – For dividing by two digit numbers
Edith (Y5) – For dividing by two digit numbers
Amelia (Y5) – For dividing by two digit numbers
Aurora (YR) – For true grit when learning to read words
True Friend Band
Freddie (Y1) - for being so kind to a friend when he hurt himself
Mimi (Y5) - For being a lovely and supportive friend
Buzzy Bee Learner
Zachary (Y5) – For going for it with his Maths!
Vidur (YR) - For knowing all of his one hundred high frequency words
Personal Best Moment
Poppy (Y5) – For great Science homework following Science Museum trip
Thomas (Y1) – For showing such concentration and effort during our nativity rehearsal
Harry (Y5) – For fantastic painting skills
Amaara (Y5) – For beautiful colour mixing
Zoe (Y5) - For beautiful colour mixing
Samuel (Y2) – For a brilliant approach some tricky number work.
Billy (Y3) - For excellent writing
Do It Yourself
Edward (Y2) – For excellent independent spelling this week
Theo (Y5) – For fantastic independent painting
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Kindness Bucket
Lachlan (Y5) - For being a good friend to everyone in 5BP
Excellent Etiquette
Millie (Y6) – For her politeness in asking how Mrs Mitchell was on the gate
Mrs Pepperpot Award
Maggie (Y5) – For showing good lunchtime etiquette and excellent use of cutlery
Cutlery Award
Sophia (YR)

NOTES FROM MRS MITCHELL – DEPUTY HEAD
It is widely understood that positive health and wellbeing –
including mental health – contribute to a child’s ability to flourish,
thrive and achieve, and equipping children with the skills to
enhance their resilience against adversity enables them to
navigate challenges without compromising performance.
Providing the Year 6 pupils with a comfortable environment to
feel that ‘funny knot’ in their tummies and know that they have
come out the other end of an exam safe and stronger is a key
scaffolding block before they move on to their Senior Schools.
We are incredibly proud of all the children who have worked with
determination to do their Personal Best. A balance of good
preparation and focus on pastoral wellbeing has enabled all to
achieve. Well done, Year 6! You showed real ‘True Grit’ with the
Mock day on Monday!
.

Page |6

The whole school approach to mental and emotional
wellbeing, from the foundation years right through to
Year 6, teaches positive coping skills, communicating how
they may feel and explores how to manage these emotions
when they encounter something difficult or upsetting.
Staff work hard to ensure that they provide the space to
talk about these things. It not only gives the boys and
girls the ‘permission’ to express how they feel, but also
helps them to understand that emotions are global
experiences common to everyone, which helps counter
worries of being ‘different’ or ‘ashamed’
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We are very excited that Judo is
now part of the Year 1 and 2
Curriculum. Simon Carlo, a member
of the Great Britain Masters
Squad, comes with a wealth of
experience coaching both Juniors
and Seniors mat-side at national
and area competitions, including the
Surrey Youth Games. Needless to
say, the children loved their first
session!
Other highlights this week have included: Games club, learning Spanish during enrichment with
Miss Eckart and exploring a huge variety of new flavours and fruits with Mrs Cooper.

Thank you to 4CS who delivered a powerful assembly based around the theme of friendship.
The children, alongside Mrs Purcell were able to teach the whole school a superb ‘Welcome’ song
which I have continued to hear around the corridors. It was a truly uplifting assembly.

Lily H and Lucia in Year 6 have been busy with Mrs Eshelby and Mrs Byrd organising a whole
school vote. The children have had to decide which local and national charity they would like to
raise money for this year. The final decision will be revealed soon!
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Mrs Whittingham began the week with the whole school reflecting on what we can be grateful
for. The Senior Prefects created a wonderful book; a true keep sake capturing all of the
children’s and staff’s thoughts and ideas. My thanks to Anya, Isla, Elena, Feli, Abi, Lily M and
Isabelle.
Year 3 had the most ‘splendiferous’ trip to Great Missenden and the Roald Dahl Museum.

This week we were delighted to invite Reception parents in on Monday and Year 1 parents at the
end of the week for a ‘Show and Tell.’

Next week, we look forward to the Inter-House Chess Competition, 3DP’s class assembly, a
number of Sports fixtures and of course our Remembrance Commemoration service.
Mrs Mitchell
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PRE-PREP NOTES FROM MRS HILLERY
The children have returned to school raring to go after their much needed half-term break.
This week the boys and girls in Year 1 have been hearing the story of Guy Fawkes. They drew
pictures of the Gunpowder Plot and the barrels hidden in the cellar. They designed a firework
poster with advice on how to stay safe on Bonfire Night. The children also continued their
Animaphonics journey, learning new sounds, including the two ways to say ‘oo’. In Maths, the boys
and girls have been learning about whole numbers and how they can be made up of two parts.
One of the highlights of the week was on Tuesday, when the children boarded their minibuses,
ready for their first school swimming lesson. There was great excitement (and the wheels on
the bus did go round and round!) In Gymnastics, the children tucked themselves into shapes and
practised tuck jumps. The creativity was flowing in the Art studio as the children did leaf
printing in preparation for a collaborative tree, drawn using charcoal. The boys and girls were
very excited to show their parents their work, their classrooms and tour the school. They have
also begun preparing for this year’s Nativity in their Drama and Music lessons. It has been
another busy week and the children have packed in a lot of learning!

What a super start to the second half of the Autumn term! Year 2 have come back to school
buzzing and ready to learn. We have been really impressed with our first few Nativity
rehearsals, we can already tell you are definitely in for a treat!
In English this week we have been looking at poetry based around Bonfire night and Fireworks.
The children studied some different poetry, identifying similarities and differences and looking
at engaging language used in each one. We then focused on the use of onomatopoeia in the poems
and thought of our own onomatopoeic word to describe fireworks. The children created their
chalk poems using these words which were excellent.
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In Maths we have been looking at bridging 10 when adding and subtracting, so adding or
subtracting to the nearest 10 and then adding or subtracting the remainder of the number. We
have been looking at this method as 10 is a round number and we discussed how it is much easier
when calculating in your head to do 10 + 3 rather than 8 + 5. The children have been using
concrete resources such as counters and tens frames, as well as number lines, to consolidate
their understanding of this concept. We have also been exploring our very exciting new delivery
of Numicon, another concrete resource to help with our Maths.
In Science we were extremely lucky to have a very special visit from Mrs Longbottom and her
5-week old son Freddie. We have been learning about mothers and their young, so Mrs
Longbottom very kindly came in on Thursday to answer some questions the children had put
together to ask about Freddie.
In Topic this week we studied two famous astronauts; a Russian astronaut called Valentina
Tereshkova, and the British astronaut Tim Peake. The children learnt about both of their
achievements and then considered what qualities were important to be an astronaut. They then
replied to an astronaut job application stating why they believed they would be suitable for the
role. I think we have many aspiring astronauts in Year 2!

Mrs Hillery

P a g e | 10

Friday Notes – 5th November 2021

EYFS NOTES FROM MRS HILLERY
The Nursery children have had a fantastic week back after a lovely half term break. They have
been busy learning all about Diwali the festival of light and have enjoyed creating individual
Mehndi hand patterns. They have also been busy creating bonfire and fireworks pictures and
enjoyed getting messy and using the glitter. We have been very lucky and enjoyed playing out in
the garden, making sure we wrapped up nice and warm.

The children in Kindergarten have been learning about the festival of Diwali and the story of
Rama and Sita. The children all made and decorated clay Diya lamps with a candle inside to light
in their homes. We then watched a firework display on the big white board and discussed other
celebrations and festivals. We made some spooky Halloween pictures with pumpkin shaped pasta
and also created some beautiful firework pictures using lots of glitter and sparkle. It has been
a bright but chilly end to the week. but we have still spent plenty of time outdoors wrapped up,
collecting all the beautiful autumn leaves that have fallen from the trees.

It has been lovely to welcome back all of the Reception children this week after the half term
break, they have been buzzing telling us all about their holiday adventures at home and away.
The children soon settled back into school life and have embraced our new topic ‘People who
Help Us’. This week we have learnt all about the Police and the role they play in our community.
In Literacy, Reception listened to the story of Burglar Bill by Janet and Allan Ahlberg they were
then invited to choose their favourite part of the story and write a short sentence,
remembering to use capital letters, finger spaces and full stops, their work is now proudly
displayed in the classroom- Well done Reception!
In Mathematics, we have been looking into the concept of measuring introducing the vocabulary
of ‘longest’ and ‘shortest’ when comparing three/four objects. We then invited the children to
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take part in a mathematical challenge to see how many Lego bricks tall their friends were, lots
of conversations and fun were had by all.
I have to say though, the highlight of the Reception week was the Show and Tell session on
Tuesday, it was wonderful to welcome so many of the parents to experience a snippet of school
life. To see the children’s faces when their parents took part in the ‘Wakey Shakey’ song at the
beginning of the day, engage in construction, craft and play activities, followed by experiencing
a super Music lesson led by Mrs Wood, ending in learning their colours in French with Madame
Clemons. Great fun was had by all, and memories were made we will never forget.

Mrs Hillery
CELEBRATIONS
The following boys and girls were proud to be awarded a certificate for Pupil of the
Week:
RR – Anaiah – For a beautiful piece of Literacy
RCH – Alice – For exceptional writing about The Police
1H – Huey – For beautiful, independent writing
1H – Nahla – For working as a pair to work out maths problems
1GS – Grace – For an excellent attitude and progress with reading
1GS – Theo – For greater effort in working independently in lessons
2B – Finlay – For excellent effort when bridging through 10 in Maths
2B – Charlie – For outstanding effort and focus during our rehearsals
2E – Ben – For excellent contributions in our DT lessons
2E – Felix C – For super listening and excellent contributions in class
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CURRICULUM INFORMATION
MATHS
The Maths department has been buzzing through the first half of the Autumn Term, with the
children really pushing themselves and working hard.
In Year 3 the girls and boys have been working with concrete materials to deepen their
understanding of Place Value, up to hundreds. They explored the effects of making more than
9 in the ones column, the tens column or the hundreds column, and how this will change the
number. The children loved the challenge of predicting what would happen. They have also looked
at addition and subtraction, both mental and formal written methods.
Year 4 have been working with Place Value, but taking their knowledge up in to the thousands,
and tens of thousands. They worked really well with different representations of a number and
have strengthen their understanding by using Numicon. We have recapped on odds and even
numbers, column addition and subtraction. We have also looked and mental maths skills such as
doubling and halving, and polished up on those all-important Times Tables!
Year 5 have begun work on Fractions this half term. This is a vital part of their Mathematical
thinking and a very important concept to grasp. This term the children will be learning about
adding and subtracting fractions, within 1, as well as improper and mixed number fractions.
For Year 6 exam preparation continues! The girls have reached the final stages of their revision
work as the exam season will begin in the next few weeks. I have been so impressed by their
focus and determination; they really have pushed themselves both in class and during homework
tasks. Keep it up girls, you are nearly there!
Mrs Brown

SPORTS NEWS
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It has been a gentle week on the fixture front but a good opportunity to
share with you our success from the 2021 British Schools Modern
Biathlon Finals that took place on the 16th & 17th October in Bath. It was
fantastic to have Rosie, Sofia and Edward back with us representing St
Hilary’s. The children put in a superb all-round performance and the
results were as follows:
-

-

Our U11 girls earned a podium finish and came 3rd overall. This was
no mean feat as there were 23 teams. Congratulations to Sofia,
Rosie and Felicity. You should all be really proud!
Our U9 girls team came 9th out of 18 teams which is another
sterling effort. Well done to Pip, Lydia and Isabella on a fine

-

performance.
The individual U9 results were; Pip- 28th, Lydia- 41st, Isabella 44th,

-

Amaya 65th, Scarlett 69th. All out of 89
In the U10 boys’ competition Zachary came 55th. Great work!

-

Finally, the U11 girls’ results were– Felicity 8th, Sofia 14th, Rosie
27th, Lucia 80th

Congratulations to all involved. Mrs Whittingham and Miss Higgins
thoroughly enjoyed being pool and trackside and I’m sure go to soak up
some of the delights that the Cotswolds have to offer whilst they were
there!
All of our Year 2 pupils made a trip to Pennthorpe School on Friday, 15th
October for a fun festival of football and it most certainly was that. It
was goals galore and everyone got to be involved and play. The hotdogs
for match teas also went down a treat! Once again, thank you to the
parents who came along and supported; we seem to be gathering a bit of
momentum on the side lines!
This week, our U10s girls’ netball teams visited PGS for a netball
tournament. Our U10B team won 4, drew 2, lost 2. There was some
outstanding play, with Orla taking the Most Valuable Players award and
Maggie picking up the Most Improved Player. Our U10As won 1, drew 4
and lost 3 but came so close to snatching a few more victories.
Wrap up warm and have a great weekend.
Mr Don-Carolis & Mrs Lovesey
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WEEK’S MENU FOR w/c 8th November
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