Edition 3

St. Hilary’s Friday Notes
Friday, 23rd September 2022

ST HILARY’S AND THE PHILOSOPHER’S STONE
“What is it to be human?”
Miss Hall
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Despite the incredibly sad news of the death of Queen Elizabeth II,
it was good to see our Union Jack flying at full mast once again, on
Tuesday morning. We have been incredibly impressed by the
knowledge the boys and girls have shown regarding the Royal family,
the way in which their titles have been realigned and about Queens
and Kings from days gone by. Indeed, the recent days have
inadvertently provided additional rich learning opportunities for the
pupils and the children and staff are currently putting together a book
showing our respect to Queen Elizabeth II. Despite the shortened
week, you will see from this week’s newsletter that we have packed in
just as much as always!
Yesterday, we held our first fire practice for this academic year and
School was evacuated in an impressive three minutes and forty
seconds. This was a planned fire practice and pupils were guided
through the procedures that take place when the fire bell rings. Later
in the term, we will hold an unplanned fire practice, to ensure the
buildings can be safely evacuated in a timely manner. Special
congratulations go to Nursery and Kindergarten who evacuated their

rooms in record time, despite being the youngest children in the
School.
Our Y6 pupils continue to work hard as their senior school
examinations fast approach. However, it should be noted that the
places offered by senior schools do not rest on the examination
results alone. As part of the process, many schools choose to
interview the pupils individually or in small groups and this week I have
practiced interview techniques and considered some of the questions
the boys and girls may face. Although the pupils suddenly seem very
grown up, I was still surprised by the maturity of their general
composure and depth of answers. Well done, everyone.
It was pleasing to see many of you at the first FOSH (Friends of St
Hilary’s) Meeting for this academic year. Our thanks go the Chair, Mrs
Gardiner for the flowers; they have brightened up the staffroom and
been much appreciated by the staff. It was good to see that there
are many exciting plans afoot for the year ahead and I am sure the
Class Reps will be busy feeding back to current parents and more
information will be available in due course.
We hope that you have a good weekend and look forward to seeing you
at the gates on Monday morning.

Mrs Jane Whittingham
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This afternoon the following Headteacher’s Award, Commendations and Awards were
presented during Assembly:
Headteacher’s Award
Philip (Y6) – For an outstanding performance in the interview practice with Mrs
Whittingham
Commendations
Nikolai (Y4) – Fantastic approach to studies in Year 4
Sophie (Y6) – For showing confidence and an excellent approach to the interview practice
with Mrs Whittingham
Cutlery Award
Joshua (YR) – For fantastic Pepperpot manners, you are so polite!
Charlotte (YR) – For excellent table manners
Do it Yourself
Luna (Y4) – For excellent independent work in VR this week
Zoe (Y6) – For super work looking at classification in Science
Amelia (Y6) – For super work looking at classification in Science
Eloisa (Y5) – For an excellent explanation of how we get day and night
Dominika (Y6) – For taking responsibility for her own learning
Kindness Bucket
Alexander (Y2) – For looking out for, and helping, his peers
Take a Risk
Aurora (Y1) – Aurora tried eating the skin of a jacket potato
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True Friend Band
Eddie (Y6) For volunteering to help a lost Y1 pupil
Philip (Y6) – For sensibly and kindly offering to help a lost Y1 pupil
Pull it Out the Bag
Jackson (Y1) – Jackson has made a great effort with reading
Charlotte (Y4) – For an excellent poster about Electrical safety
Isaac (Y4) – For an excellent poster about Electrical safety
Ishir Eneas (Y1) – For outstanding effort learning a dance this week
Chloe (Y4) – For an excellent poster about Electrical safety
James (Y4) – For an excellent poster about Electrical safety
Ethan (Y4) – For an excellent poster about Electrical safety
Edward (Y3) – For excellent focus during a Science investigation
Grace (Y2) – For an excellent presentation about her allergies
Zoe (Y2) – For excellent work in Phonics this week
Jem (Y2) – For consistently completing work to a high standard
Chloe (Y2) – For excellent effort with her reading
Chloe (Y4) – For submitting an excellent piece of English homework
Camilla (Y4) – For settling in so well to St Hilary’s
Tabitha (Y4) – For settling in so well to St Hilary’s
Personal Best
Oran (Y2) – For fantastic answers in Drama this week
Dexter (Y4) – For settling in to 4P and St Hilary’s excellently
Willow (Y4) – For an excellent piece of Philosophy homework
Uma (Y2) - For an excellent approach to comprehension work
Ethan (Y4) – Ethan has worked at 100% since the start of the term
Orlie (Y4) – For outstanding contributions in English lessons
Sophia (Y5) – For fantastic contributions in her comprehension lesson
Georgina (Y5) – For an outstanding start to Y5 English
Scarlet (Y3) – For excellent Philosophy homework
Rosie (Y3) – For excellent Philosophy homework
Tabitha (Y4) – For excellent Philosophy homework

NOTES FROM MRS MITCHELL – DEPUTY HEAD
The Summer holiday very much feels like a distant memory as the school continues to be a hive
of activity.
Congratulations to our School Council representatives who came together for their very first
meeting. Pupil voice at St. Hilary’s is a whole-school commitment to listening to the views, wishes
and experiences of all the children. It means placing value on what children tell the school staff
about their experiences. School Council is just one way in which we provide meaningful
opportunities for our boys and girls to share their experiences, views and hopes about our
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school. Our children need to know that it is safe and that it is important for them to express
their views on what happens at school. They need to know that what they say is valued and will
be listened to and considered. At St. Hilary’s we know that the children offer unique
perspectives on what it is like to be a pupil; involving them in decision-making can create
meaningful change and better academic outcomes, as well as facilitating a sense of empowerment
and inclusion.

It was a delight to have lunch with Henry, Philip, Theo and Zachary, our Computing and Digital
Lead Prefects. They were very passionate about their roles and clearly will be fantastic
Ambassadors for their peers and the school. One of the first initiatives the Prefects will be
overseeing is the ‘First Lego League Project.’ Mr South was hugely impressed with the boys drive
and enthusiasm and he is looking forward to working with them over the coming year.

Year 6 have been investigating what physical and mental health means to those in our school
community. With a warm smile, clear voices and super manners, they interacted with different
staff and pupils in the school inviting them to answer specific questions they have put together.
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Well done, Year 6 I was particularly impressed with your confidence and etiquette! Year 6 will
be highlighting their findings in the coming week.

In school, we ensure that teaching is engaging and stimulating. A wealth of practical resources,
skilled staff and a buzzy, safe environment means that our pupils develop a love of learning.
This week we were delighted to have Andy Robertshaw present to the Prep pupils during
Enrichment. A British military historian, curator, author and educator who specialises in the
history of the First World War; Andy, is best known for his television appearances, in
programmes such as Two Men in a Trench and Time Team. He was a military advisor on the films
War Horse and 1917.
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Thank you to those parent who attended our Drama, Music and Sport workshop and the EYFS
workshop this week. These will be available on the Parent Portal next week.
Looking toward the week ahead, Year 3 are off to Butser, we have our Old pupil BBQ, Singing
with Strings for Years 4 and 5, our Prep English, Maths and Science workshop as well as a
number of fixtures. We will also be recognising World Heart Foundation Day and celebrating
Miss Hiorns’, our school Founder’s, Birthday.
Mrs Mitchell
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PRE-PREP NOTES FROM MRS HILLERY
The boys and girls in Year 1 have continued to impress with their positive attitudes and
enthusiasm. The highlight of the week was the walk to Busbridge Recreation Park. It was a
beautiful, sunny day and the children were able to make the most of the glorious weather to
explore the local area, for our topic this term. For some children it was the first visit to the
park round the corner from school – and it didn’t disappoint! It was such a treat for the boys
and girls to spend break time at the park, trying out the zip wire, see-saw, slide and rope bridge.
They then followed this up in their English lesson, by writing a recount of their trip. They also
continued to revise and learn their Animaphonics sounds. In Maths, the learning focused on
finding one more than a given number as well as counting backwards in 1s. The story ‘Funnybones’
which Year 1 have been enjoying, came to life in their Design and Technology lesson, when they
made skeletons, using straws and black card and each skeleton was unique! In Science, they
continued to learn about senses, this week concentrating on hearing. They enjoyed a sound walk
around the school grounds and are developing their listening skills very well. Although it has
been a shorter week, there has been a lot of learning and enjoyment taking place and the
children have embraced each activity.
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Year 2 have had a brilliant week and have wowed us with their enthusiasm and determination. In
Phonics this week we have been looking at the soft c sound and the children took part in some
excellent sound sorting as well as rainbow writing to practise this sound in words. In English we
have continued with Anansi and the Golden Pot, this week looking at capital letters and full stops.
We have continued with our use of practical resources in Maths, reading, writing and counting
numbers to 100. The children used Dienes, Numicon and bead strings to represent different 2
digit numbers with a partner. We finished the week looking at tens and ones in a 2-digit number
using part-whole models, to deepen the children’s understanding.
The much anticipated biscuit tasting took place in our DT lesson this week which the children
were delighted about! We discussed different packaging and designs, talking about the
importance of attracting a customer’s eye when in the supermarket. The children were then able
to taste 4 different biscuits, discussing the taste and texture of each one. Once they had
finished their written work they were then allowed to choose their favourite to finish. Jammie
Dodgers certainly proved to very popular! We were also lucky enough to have Andy Robertshaw
visit us in Enrichment on Wednesday, who was lead historical consultant for Spielberg's film
adaptation of War Horse. In Topic we began our Amazing Africa topic, looking at Africa and
learning some facts about the continent. The children were given fact cards and asked to sort
them into physical and human features of Africa. Lots of new facts were learnt and the children
are excited to continue with this topic next week. In Science the children planned their chosen
habitat for their diorama which they will be creating next week. If your child has not yet
brought in a shoe box (or box of similar size, a cereal box for example), please could we ask that
they do so before next Wednesday. Thank you.
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Mrs Hillery

EYFS NOTES FROM MRS HILLERY
Nursery
We have had another great week in nursery and the children are really starting to come out of
their shells! We enjoyed our stay and play on Thursday with the parents, the children loved
showing their parents the room and everything they play with. We have also been outside
exploring the garden lots, zooming down the slide and making amazing sandcastles.
As well as this, the children have enjoyed chalk painting, using lots of different colours to make
different marks and have enjoyed leaf painting using autumn colours and leaves they have
collected from the garden!
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Kindergarten
The Kindergarten children loved welcoming their parents and carers in to their classrooms on
Tuesday. It was lovely to see so many of you and how happy the children were to be showing off
their new environment, especially their beautiful wall displays!
Thank you to those of you who were able to make the ‘Maths and Literacy workshop’ on
Wednesday, we hope you found this helpful and informative. As always, if you have any questions,
please don’t hesitate to contact us.
The girls and boys have made some beautiful art creations this week, including self-portraits
and some wonderful sheep and field collage pictures. We sang lots of nursery rhymes, including
‘Old MacDonald’, then enjoyed building a farm from building blocks.
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Reception
It has been another buzzing week in Reception! The children are all really settled now and are
working and playing beautifully as a group.
In Literacy, the children put pencil to paper to write their weekend news. The children were
encouraged to write a key word or short sentence to describe their adventures, they all rose to
the challenge and were so proud of their achievements. We also studied the book Marvellous
Me by Lisa Bullard, this is linked to our topic ‘All About Me’. The children listened to the story
then were asked to chat with a work partner to discuss what they were marvellous at
themselves, for example were they good at running, do they have a super imagination. The
children then drew a picture of their thoughts -Well done Reception, there were some super
discussions!
In Mathematics, we have been learning about counting objects to establish how many, and match
this amount to a numeral. The children also extended their learning by beginning to estimate
the objects they saw before counting to validate their answers.
Lastly, what a wonderful time we all had playing ‘Guess the Baby’ the children found it so much
fun to see how much they have all changed over the last four years!
It was lovely to see so many of you at the Maths and English workshop this week also, we do
hope you found this beneficial.

P a g e | 12

Friday Notes – 23rd September 2022

Mrs Hillery

CELEBRATIONS
The following boys and girls were proud to be awarded a certificate for Pupil of the
Week:
RCH – Clara – A week full of enthusiasm and excellent learning
RER – Victoria – For an amazing piece of Literacy
1GS – Isla – For an excellent attitude and super effort in lessons
1H – Ishir Eneas – For writing an excellent recount of our trip to the park
2B – Lilian – For excellent contributions in class this week
2E – Arthur – For a wonderfully detailed fact file about Africa
2H – Frederick – For excellent listening skills and trying his best
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CURRICULUM INFORMATION
DRAMA
The term has begun with customary buzzy excitement and plenty of action in the Drama
department… we wouldn’t have it any other way!
It was fantastic to see so many parents at the Explaining Drama/Music/Sport workshop on
Tuesday. This provides a fantastic opportunity to showcase the curricular and extra-curricular
work that we are doing on a day-to-day basis. If you would like any further information, please
do not hesitate in contacting me (mparton@sthilarysschool.com)
As we settle in to the term, so do the classes with their new topics and themes. It has been a
true delight to welcome Reception down to the Drama Studio as they begin lessons for the first
time. Through play-based learning, they are certainly full of vibrancy and character! Year 1 and
Year 2 have enjoyed a dance module as they begin learning content not only for the
Grandparent’s Tea Party, but for the Nativity at the end of this term. Year 3 have been analysing
characters from T.S. Eliot’s Cats, with Years 4-6 taking a real focus on preparing for the Poetry
Recital and the Grandparent’s Tea Party.
Our new Drama clubs are now up and running, with all pupils from Year 1 having the opportunity
to join. These have proved extremely popular and we look forward to continue expanding our
extra-curricular provision to meet the high demand.
Our LAMDA roll continues to grow under the expert guidance of Ms Huckle and Mrs Tomson.
We have moved all LAMDA sessions to the Hiorns centre to allow for more space for all our
young actors. It has been a hugely successful move and creates a really buzzy Drama hub.
LAMDA tuition starts at Year 2; we do still have limited space so if you are interest, please do
be in touch.
Our events calendar is as busy as ever this term with the Prep Poetry Recital, Grandparent’s
Tea Party, KS1 Nativity, EYFS Nativity and Carol Service all being prepared for. We will detail
each event nearer the time.
I look forward to checking in with you later in the term, when you will also hear from our Drama
Captains (Hettie and Lily-Josephine).
Have a super weekend.
Mr Parton
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SCIENCE
The children have all being working hard in their Science lessons this term. We all started out
with signing our Safety Contract to make sure that we keep ourselves and others safe whilst
working in the Science Lab.
Year 3 have made a great start to their topic of Rocks and Soils. They worked together to
create a spider diagram of different words we could use to describe rocks. They then enjoyed
a rock hunt around the school, looking for different examples of rocks and then continued to
hunt for more at home. I was very impressed with their findings. In class they have been
investigating the properties of rocks to see how hard they are and to test their permeability.
Well done Year 3, an excellent start to Prep Science!
Year 4 have started their topic of Electricity looking at the difference between mains and
battery powered objects. They have produced some fantastic posters emphasising the
importance of Electrical Safety and making sure we use Electricity sensibly. They have begun
looking at what a circuit is and how an electrical circuit works. Over the next few lessons they
will be testing out different circuits and using different components within them. It’s going to
be a buzz!
Year 5 have launched themselves into their Earth and Space topic by looking at the orbits of
the Earth and the Moon around the Sun. They took it in turns to be teachers and to teach their
very giggly pupils about how we get day and night. I received some wonderful homework
researching the distances between the different planets in our Solar System and they are all
very much looking forward to our upcoming trip to Winchester Science Centre.
Year 6 have been working hard looking at Taxonomy and the Classification of Living Things. They
have been introduced to Carl Linneaus (and his fabulous hair) who introduced the binomial system
which we still use today. The children have virtually entered the 5 Kingdoms which all living
things can be categorised into and have done some fantastic research to accompany it. The
pupils also enjoyed a discussion about which one is the odd one out between a mouse, a bat, a
whale, a crocodile, a bear and a lemur. Which one do you think it is?
Well done, a fantastic start to Science this term.
Mrs Longbottom
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SPORTS NEWS
We’d like to welcome our new Sports Captain, vice Sports Captain and Swimming Captain to the
junior sports team at St. Hilary’s!
Here are the girls and a little bit about them.
Hello, my name is Bronwyn and I am delighted
to be St Hilary’s Sports Captain. Over the
years, I have competed in many different
sports including netball, football, hockey,
cricket and swimming. Sport is my passion and
my favourite lessons at school, by a mile! This
summer, I have competed in the Sussex
Junior Cricket tournament and I proudly play
for Horsham cricket Club. In hockey, I have
competed in the Surrey Plate and I play for
Guildford Hockey club. For me, sport is not
about winning, it’s about having fun with your
friends, taking part and learning new skills!

Hello, I’m Edie and I’m super-excited to be
Vice Sports Captain this year. I love sport and
I’m really passionate about it. Over the years
I’ve done lots of sports such as netball,
hockey, cricket, cross-country, tennis, horse
riding, sailing, and skiing to name a few and
saving the best until last; athletics. As Vice
Sports Captain I will support St. Hilary’s in all
sports and cheer everyone on in all
competitions.
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Hello, I’m Ruby and I’m Swimming Captain.
Swimming is my passion and I’ve been
swimming for 5 years; I love it so much! I’m in
the pool 8 hours a week. I’ve competed in many
events, such as IAPS and a fair few for
Guildford City. Swimming isn’t the only sport
I enjoy playing- I also love netball, hockey,
handball, cricket and football. I’m so happy to
be Swimming Captain, and I will cheer St.
Hilary’s on even when I’m at senior school!

This Week’s Fixture
We have hit the ground running this term with the U11’s having their first fixture at the GHS
Invitational netball tournament. This is always a lovely tournament with lots of schools attending
and a great opportunity for the girls to fully embrace the netball season and identify areas for
the team to develop over the coming weeks. There were some very close games with St Hilary’s
being victorious over Tormead (W 3-2) and Rydes Hill (W 6-3). Congratulations to Bronwyn for
being awarded the player of the tournament. Exciting netball times ahead!

Mr Don-Carolis & Mrs Lovesey
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WEEK’S MENU FOR w/c 26th September

P a g e | 18

Friday Notes – 23rd September 2022

