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ST HILARY’S AND THE PHILOSOPHER’S STONE

Can we have happiness without sadness?
Miss Hall
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Time flies, as they say, and this week has been exceptionally busy.
Monday already seems a distant memory, but our assembly theme
was especially pertinent as we reminded children how important it is
to look after ourselves. Mrs Mitchell and I attended a conference in
London yesterday, on Mental Health First Aid for Pupils. As you will
be aware, the well-being and mental health of our children is very
important to us. Many of you will have heard me say that happy
children learn. Obviously, many other things also need to go in the
pot but without the essential core ingredient of happiness the
children are not able to fulfil their potential. We work hard at
school to ensure the boys and girls are given the right level of
pastoral support whilst also helping them to become more resilient
and to bounce back when they have a knock.
Throughout the training session yesterday, it was reiterated several
times about how busy our (and our children’s lives have become.) We
all want the best for our children and is all too tempting to overfill
their schedules when there are so many wonderful opportunities and

tempting things to do. However, it is very important that children
have time to relax and play and the time spent together as a family,
doing simple things as going for a walk together or having a roast
dinner, cannot be understated.
I also have renewed empathy for those of you that commute to
London as I also made a second trip in, earlier in the week (the day
the trains were delayed!), for a joint conference hosted by
Independent Association of Prep Schools (IAPS) and the Association
of Governing Bodies of Independent Schools (AGBIS). This was a
useful reminder of what a good relationship we share with our Chair
of Governors and the Board – a relationship that is not always
replicated in other schools.
The boys and girls have certainly made up for my absence and the
staircase has been flooded with visitors. I have been impressed with
the level of academic attainment and also the progress being made.
I have enjoyed seeing the whole range of writing from those younger
boys and girls who arrive proudly clutching their first efforts at
independent writing to those older pupils who write so eloquently and
with apparent ease.
Today, Charity prefects, Bea, Chloe and Daisy joined Mrs Davidge
and me for a lunch meeting to discuss forthcoming Charity
initiatives. The girls are full of sensible and super ideas. Watch this
space! I hope that Mr and Mrs Morgan and Mrs Pottinger enjoyed
lunch with us today and congratulations to their children Henry M,
(RR) and Darcie (RR) for their beautiful table manners and cutlery
skills.
I look forward to seeing many of you on Wednesday, next week, for
the Christmas Market and to hearing the buzz that will be created
by the children on Friday during our Christmas Fun Afternoon. With
this in mind, please don’t forget to donate gifts to the Elfridges
Shopping Emporium, all the information for both of these events are
below in the FOSH section of Friday Notes. The FOSH Committee
have worked really hard to put these events together and your
support would be very much appreciated.
Have a lovely weekend and I look forward to seeing you on the gate
on Monday morning.
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Mrs Jane Whittingham
This morning the following Headmistress’ Award and Commendations were presented during
Assembly:
Commendations
Matilda (Y1) – For super independent writing
Imogen (Y6) – For outstanding encouraging reading
Sophia (Y4) – For a wonderfully constructed bed with a connecting ball pit
True Friend Band
Eleanor (Y6)

NOTES FROM MRS CLARKE & MRS MITCHELL – DEPUTY HEADS
Last Thursday, we were delighted to host our first Nannies and Au Pair’s breakfast. Hopefully,
the start of many more! It was lovely to have such a super turn out and for our guests to strike
up some new friendships. Thank you to Miss Walmsley for arranging this.
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Mrs Whittingham reminded the school at the start of the week the importance of giving
ourselves time to ‘restore’ and ‘renew’ our energy ready for the beginning of the week. The
children were able to reflect upon the significance of; sleep, health eating, playtime, exercise
as well as allowing ‘switch off’ time and enjoying the moment. The children were certainly buzzy
and ready to give their ‘Personal Best’ (PB) after an inspiring assembly.

Year 3 were fortunate last week to have handled original Stone Age and Bronze Age tools and
pottery in the classroom. The items were borrowed from Godalming Museum.

Next week, we are looking forward to the FOSH Christmas Market on Wednesday and the
children’s FOSH Christmas afternoon extravaganza on Friday afternoon. Thank you to all those
involved with the organisation and running of these events.
On Tuesday, our wonderful 6 Kindergarten pupils visited our friends at Jubilee House. They
enjoyed colour sorting, singing nursery rhymes and reading a lovely story together.
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Mrs Mitchell

PRE-PREP NOTES FROM MRS HILLERY

The boys and girls in Year 1 have had another busy week. As well as rehearsing for the
forthcoming Christmas production, the children have developed their appreciation of nature,
through reading Owl Babies. They have also imagined what they might say if they were an owl
who was afraid of the dark. In Maths, they have been learning positional language and enjoyed
collaborating to locate animals on a page. They also learnt that a bear is an omnivore and found
other examples of these, carnivores and herbivores in Science. The children have really enjoyed
working on an Autumnal trees picture in Art, having chosen a fallen leaf on a nature walk around
school. They then sketched different trees before listening to their peers, who gave critiques
on their artistic creations.
Nativity rehearsals are well under way in Year 2 and everyone’s enjoying getting into character!
In English, we have looked at the features adventure stories and the children have started to
plan their own one, ready to write next week. In Maths, measurement has been our focus –
looking mainly at length and measuring in cm and m but also touching on time. In Science we have
continued to look at humans and worked up a sweat, thinking about how exercise affects our
hearts. We heard all about Tenzing Norgay during Topic this week, with the children also
learning lots of facts about Mount Everest.
Mrs Hillery
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NOTES FROM MRS HILLERY – HEAD OF EYFS

What a busy week it’s been in Nursery. The children (and teachers) have been becoming
increasingly festive and have started to get ready for Christmas. They have been painting,
sticking, and drawing to help create some wonderful wall displays ready for the 1st December,
and have even listened to some Christmas music!
In Kindergarten the children have been very busy, too! They have enjoyed going on a shape hunt
around the garden, searching for circles and squares and they recorded their findings on their
clip boards, including how many they could see. In Topic work, the children have talked about
what they would like to be when they grow up and have painted some beautiful pictures of
themselves.
Please may we ask that you ensure your child is dressed appropriately for the colder weather
and to bring to school a named hat, scarf and gloves, as we do spend lots of time in the garden.
The children in Reception have enjoyed another week filled with learning and fun! Continuing
with our topic of people who help us, we have been focussing on two areas this week, the Fire
Brigade and Vets. We enjoyed reading Charlie the Firefighter and learned about all the
different roles and challenges he faces, as well as the characteristics that make a good
firefighter. In literacy, the children came up with some super language to describe firefighters,
including being brave, being strong and working in a team. We imagined that we were in the fire
brigade and the children had to complete an incident report, letting us know what had happened
and where, as well as choosing the equipment that they had needed to tackle the problem - they
all made excellent firefighters.
The theme has continued into Other Areas of Learning we role played in the Fire Station set up
in Reception R. The children helped to put out a pretend fire and discussed the challenges a fire
fighter might face.

Page |6

Friday Notes – 22nd November 2019

We also familiarised ourselves with our Fire Marshals at St Hilary’s. Mrs Longbottom is one of
those and the children enjoyed a visit to her classroom. She showed the children the different
fire extinguishers and she discussed her role of making sure everyone is safe when leaving the
school building in the event of a fire. The children then went on a Fire Safety Adventure around
the school, spotting Fire Exits and fire extinguishers around the building.
On Tuesday, Reception experienced a visit from a local Veterinary Nurse in Godalming. She
talked to the children about how she looks after poorly animals at the practice and answered
many of the children's interesting questions about how to look after their pets and other
animals. She also showed us how to bandage up an injured dog, which they loved to watch and
then they went on to re-enact in the role play area.
In Mathematics, we have been learning all about money. We have looked at all of the different
coins that we use in this country and are starting to understand what they are worth, and which
coins we may need to buy certain things in the shops - maybe you could continue this learning at
home, allowing your child to pay for something, using coins, when you are out and about.

Mrs Hillery

CELEBRATIONS
The following boys and girls were proud to be awarded a certificate for Pupil of the
Week:
RR – Jocelyn - for being a kind and caring friend
RE - Felix - for fantastic counting in mathematics using coins
1G – Cecilia – for enthusiasm, independence and super writing about Owl Babies
1H - Charlotte - for working hard to improve her reading and writing
2B – Chloe – for always doing more than is asked of her. Chloe’s positive attitude is an excellent
example to all
2P – Florence - for showing dedication and diligence to complete work to a high standard
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CURRICULUM INFORMATION

SPORTS NEWS
Thursday 14th November
U9C Netball v Royal
U9C (1)
Lost – 7-2
Captain – Francesca R-L
MVP – Francesca R-L
It was grey chilly afternoon but got warm
very quickly. We all played well against a very
strong team. The match was though because
the girls from The Royal played very well and
were exceptionally tall! The final score was
7-2 to The Royal. I think we should all be
very proud with the way we played as a team.
Well done C team!
Francesca - Team Captain

U9C (2)
Lost - 6-0
Captain – Isabelle P
MVP – Isabelle P
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Friday 27th November
U7 Football Tournament @ Longacre
The U7 boys visited Longacre last week to take part in their annual football tournament. It was
a cloudy and cold afternoon. We had a short downpour but that did not dampen their spirits or
the parents, who came out in force to cheer on all the boys. I’m sure it made the boys try that
extra little bit harder. It was great seeing all the children running around in their colourful
boots with smiles on their faces. Everyone had a fantastic time and did St Hilary’s and
themselves proud. The afternoon ended with a splendid match tea.
Mr Jones

Wednesday 20th November
U11A+B v Churcher’s
U11A
Result: Win 8-12
Captain: Lily C
On Wednesday we played Churcher’s U11
Versatility match. We all played really well
and tried our hardest. The score was 8-12
to us with Millie being our girl of the
match. We finished with a really nice
match tea, sausage and chips. It was great
fun.

U11B
Result: Win 2-0
Captain: Daisy We
On Wednesday, 20th November the Year 6 A
& B team had a netball match against
Churcher’s Junior School. I, Daisy, was
captain of the B team. Both teams played
extremely well but St Hilary’s won 2-0.
Everyone tried their very hardest but Tahlia
won player of the match. We would like to
thank the Sports Department for such a
great afternoon and all the parents for
coming to support us in such cold weather.
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Thursday 21st November
U8-11 A&B Swimming Gala @ St Teresa’s
On Thursday the 21st of November, KS2 took part in a swimming gala against St Teresa’s.
We all did really well and everyone enjoyed themselves.
The scores were by year group,
U8 42-30 to St Teresa’s
U9 22-38 to St Hilary's
U10 33-35 to St Hilary’s
U11 35-45 to St Teresa’s
Everyone did especially well in their individual races and we won the final squadron relay.
Congratulations to everyone for a great swim.
Thank you to the sports department and all the parents for supporting and co-ordinating.
Maia H
Mrs McGuigan

CHARITY
Eagle Radio Christmas Appeal 2019
We are again supporting the Eagle Radio Christmas Appeal and they would like unused,
unwrapped Christmas toys, suitable for both boys and girls of all ages, from very young to all
the way through to teenagers.
If you would like to donate any toys, there are two large Christmas stockings in the entrance
hall for your donations. All toys need to be in school by Wednesday, 11th December, allowing
time to deliver them before the end of term.
Thank you so much.
Mrs Davidge
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FRIENDS OF ST HILARY’S NEWS
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WEEK’S MENU FOR w/c 25th NOVEMBER
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