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Despite the very sad news regarding Queen Elizabeth II we are
pleased to report that it has been business as usual for the boys and
girls and they have been a great distraction to all of us. Our assembly
at the beginning of the week, for pupils in Years 1 to 6 was particularly
poignant and a time to come together and reflect on the Queen’s
service and to welcome our new Monarch, King Charles III.
The pupils showed great respect and as always listened with interest.
It is somewhat difficult to appreciate and absorb that the death of a
monarch and the proclamation of another is history in the making and
I will not forget the questions the pupils raised at the end of the
assembly, ranging simply from, ‘What was the Queen’s favourite
colour?’ to ‘Who will look after her corgis?’

Before ending the assembly, with the National Anthem, we watched the
clip of the Queen with Paddington Bear at the recent Platinum Jubilee
celebrations. It was wonderful to hear the children’s laughter and of
course, Paddington Bear is an important figure at St Hilary’s, encouraging the children to do
their personal best (PB moment), in everything they do at School. Interestingly, in preparation

for the assembly, I watched the clip in which the Queen arrived at the 2012 London Olympics
with James Bond and suddenly realised that most of the children sitting in front of me had not
even been born then. Goodness me! You may wish to watch this with your son /daughter at
home.
Indeed, the time seems to be going very quickly. Many of our Year 6 pupils, I remember when
they were in Nursery (and before!) and I am pleased to report that they are working extremely
hard. Entrance exams for the majority of the senior schools have, over the recent years, been
moved from the Spring Term to the Autumn Term and although much of the preparation has
already been completed, this is a very busy term for them. Well done, everyone and thank you
for being such a good role model to our younger pupils.
This week I have enjoyed hearing some of our younger pupils read and the new books for
Reception and Pre-Prep are proving very popular. Bright and colourful, and much more current
in content, the books replace the ‘old’ books; whilst these were very popular, they were beginning
to have seen better days. I am planning to hear more of the children read next week. However,
so far, I have been impressed not only with the children’s ability to read aloud but also their
understanding of the text and their ability to inference and deduct information. Fabulous!
I hope that you have a good weekend. We understand that for some of you it has not been an
easy week but I can reassure you that the boys and girls have benefitted from the routine that
School brings. We look forward to seeing you on Tuesday.
Mrs Jane Whittingham
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This afternoon the following Commendations and Awards were presented during Assembly:
Commendations
Ben (Y3) – Ben took the English lesson!
True Friend Band
Everly (YR) – For being so kind and helpful to other children
Harry (Y2) – For guiding and helping new class friends in 2E
Elouise (YR) – For helping a friend in need when they were lonely
Pull it Out the Bag
Isaac (Y4) – For an outstanding piece of Philosophy homework
Zander (Y4) – For an outstanding piece of Philosophy homework
Georgina (Y3) – For a fabulous start at St Hilary’s! Well done!
Alfred (Y3) – For a fabulous start at St Hilary’s! Well done!
Freja (Y3) – For a fabulous start at St Hilary’s! Well done!
Alice (Y2) – For excellent map skills using her Atlas in Topic work
James (Y2) – For brilliant contribution to class discussions
Charles (Y2) – For using amazing adjectives in his writing
Emily (Y3) – For settling in so quickly. Her resilience and smiles
Rosie (Y3) - For settling in so quickly. Her resilience and smiles
Oscar (Y3) - For settling in so quickly. His resilience and smiles
Otis (Y2) – For excellent Maths work using Numicon
Rose (Y2) – For an admirable approach to learning in Maths
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NOTES FROM MRS MITCHELL – DEPUTY HEAD
It has been wonderful to see the fabulous smiles on the morning gate! The children have been
a true delight and it’s fantastic to see our beautiful hidden space bustling with energy and
happiness.
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Huge congratulations to our new School Council for the Autumn Term. I think the Hughes
family are going to be notably pleased! A very special mention to Leo who has been elected
School President, Vice-President, Maggie A, Secretary, Finlie and Fourth Member, Zoe. We
know that we are in safe hands with a group of students who show commitment, dedication and
a talent for listening to others. I have no doubt they will be at the forefront of promoting ‘pupil
voice.’ All of our School Council pupils are exceptional advocates for St. Hilary’s and I look
forward to working closely with them.
Form
1H
1GS
2E
2B
2H
3R
3DP
4P
4H
5L
6BR
6B

Form Cap
Finnlay A
Bridget C
Raffy H
Poppy S
India H
Scarlet S
Arthur G
Willow H
Matilda M
Esther
Ruby L
Lydia M

Vice Cap
George W
Jackson W
Rose H
Lily R
James S
Alfred S
Oscar M
Dexter D
Charlotte D
Amaya
Hannah H
Orla F

As well as our wonderful Anti-Bullying Ambassadors we are inviting application from pupils in
Year two and up to apply for the role of Wellbeing Ambassadors. Job descriptions have been
shared with pupils during their Form Time and Mrs Whittingham is very much looking forward
to reading the boys’ and girls’ letters.
‘If you want others to be happy, practice compassion. If you want to be happy, practice
compassion.’ (Dalai Lama) I have seen this in buckets during the start of term as pupils (and
parents!) have reached out to one another during the start of another busy academic year. The
children have also shown great maturity, respect and empathy (one of our school values and
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something we recognise as a Sawbuowna moment) during the passing of Her Majesty The Queen
as well as joy and hope for the future.

Mrs Mitchell

PRE-PREP NOTES FROM MRS HILLERY
The boys and girls in Year 1 have made a fantastic return to school after the summer break.
They have settled in so well already and have been buzzing happily around school, absorbing
their new classrooms and lessons.
In English this week the children really enjoyed listening to the story of Funnybones, joining in
with the repetitive phrases. They have also loved learning and revising sounds from the
Animaphonics scheme and have written words and sentences with pictures for the phonemes.
The boys and girls also carefully cut out a skeleton and labelled each part. In Maths, the children
have explored the ‘toolboxes’, packed with physical resources to help them. They have also
enjoyed counting and sorting objects in various ways, such as size, shape and colour. The
Funnybones topic for this term continued in Science, with the boys and girls learning about eyes.
They enjoyed discovering that there are different colours for eyes and they learnt what each
part of the eye is for. In Geography, this term, we are going to be learning about our local area
and the children drew lovely maps showing the routes from their homes to school.
As part of their Enrichment programme this week, the boys and girls were thrilled to welcome
a visitor who brought hedgehogs! They were fascinated to see the prickly creatures – for most
of the children it was the first time – and they asked our visitor some very sensible questions.
The boys and girls have worked so well since returning and they have all earned some welldeserved house points. One of the highlights on Friday, was posting the tokens and finding out
the winning house in our celebration assembly.
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It has been so wonderful to welcome Year 2 back to school. They have all settled happily in to
their new classes and are showing such eagerness to learn!
It has been a very busy week in all areas of the curriculum as we introduce the boys and girls
to our different topics. The excitement is already building as we talked about biscuit making in
DT. During our first lesson we talked about biscuits, their ingredients and the importance of a
balanced diet. All of the classes were excited to hear that we have biscuit tasting and making
lessons in the coming weeks! Our Science lessons are underway and this week we have been
exploring the microhabitats that we can find on our school grounds – under logs, on trees, leaves
and branches. It was fascinating to learn about the different conditions that different insects
prefer. Our History and Geography topic this term is all about Africa. The boys and girls have
been learning about our world by identifying the continents and oceans on our planet and locating
Africa.
Our focus in Maths has been on number and place value within a 2-digit number. Using a wide
range of concrete and pictorial resources, the boys and girls have wowed us with their
understanding of tens and units.
In English grammar lessons we have been revising our understanding and use of adjectives. The
children have enjoyed reading our English book ‘Anansi and the Golden Pot’ a story set in Ghana
about a young boy who meets a spider who shows him a magical pot that can be filled with
whatever he wants! Through this text Year 2 have described a range of settings using nouns and
adjectives.
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Mrs Hillery

EYFS NOTES FROM MRS HILLERY
Nursery
Our little ones are settling in so well to the garden room and have been enjoying lots of arts and
crafts. Our topic this term is colours; we have been exploring this by collaging different colours
to make rainbows which are now proudly displayed in the Pepperpot! The children have enjoyed
using our splat pens to decorate paper plates to make hot air balloons.
To finish off our week, we went for an autumnal walk down to the woods with our binoculars and
maps to see what we could find. The children found lots of different leaves and twigs and loved
talking to each other about what they had found!
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Kindergarten
Kindergarten have had a great first full week! All the children have settled really well and are
enjoying making new friends and having lots of fun!
Our topic this term is 'Nursery Rhymes' if your child would like to bring in any nursery rhyme
books from home, we would love to share them with the class.
We have been busy working on our wall displays doing lots of painting and collaging. The
children have also enjoyed being outside and exploring their new environment.
A couple of reminders for next week.
Tuesday 20th September : Kindergarten Stay and Play. You are welcome to come in from
8.30am -9.30am with your child, for an informal chat with staff and other parents, it’s also a
lovely opportunity for your child to show off their class. You will get to experience a little of
our morning routine and meet your child's key worker. if your child doesn't usually attend on
Tuesday, you are still very welcome to come along!
Wednesday 21st September : Mrs Ranger and Mrs Pereira will be holding a phonics workshop in
the Hive at 8.45am All parents are welcome.
Thursday 22nd September : Nursery Stay and Play will be very similar to Kindergarten’s, and
will take place from 8.30am to 9.30am in the Nursery.
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Reception
We are so proud of how all of the children have settled into Reception, it is like they have always
been here. They have embraced all of their lessons, from French with Miss Hall, Music with Mrs
Wood, Games with Mr Don-Carolis, Digital Learning with Mr South, and Performing Arts with
Mr Parton, there is so much to learn and so much fun to be had!
In Reception, we have started our first topic of the academic year ‘All About Me’. The children
have made some fantastic self-portraits in Art which are now proudly displayed in the
classrooms and in The Pepperpot - Well done! The children worked with partners and used
mirrors to discuss how we are different to each other, and do you share any similarities with
others, for example, having blue eyes or the same coloured hair.
It was lovely to see so many of you at The Reception Presentation on Wednesday and please do
not ever hesitate to ask Mrs Ranger or Mrs Beattie if you ever have any concerns or questions
going forwards they as are the rest of the Reception team are always ready to help.

P a g e | 10

Friday Notes – 16th September 2022

Mrs Hillery

CELEBRATIONS
The following boys and girls were proud to be awarded a certificate for Pupil of the
Week:
RCH – Toby – For having a good time in a new school and settling in well
RER – Caius -For an amazing attitude to learning
1GS – Klayton – For a determined effort in phonics and writing
1H – Zsa Zsa – For excellent effort learning to blend to read
2B – Elizabeth – For excellent work on nouns and adjectives in English
2E – Rose – For excellent knowledge and a super approach to English
2H – Alfred – For excellent topic work and enthusiasm during lessons

CURRICULUM INFORMATION
MATHS
The children have returned to school from the summer break with a renewed enthusiasm for
their learning and that has really shone through in their approach to the Maths work this week.
In all year groups the focus of these first few weeks is Place Value. This is a crucial step in the
children’s understanding and one on which the rest of their Maths knowledge is built upon.
Children across the school have been working with concrete materials such as diennes, uni-fix
and Numicon to represent 2, 3, 4, and 5 digit numbers and, as children are always enthused by
working with really large numbers, in Year 6 we have also looked at 7, 8 and 9 digit numbers!
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Once these areas have been mastered using concrete materials the children will move to
pictorial representation before working with the abstract numbers. This method of learning
deepens their understanding of the number system and embeds their knowledge in preparation
for the trickier work ahead.
Over the coming weeks, the emphasis in Year 3 for the Autumn term will very much be on the
four basic operations of Maths; Addition, Subtraction, Multiplication and Division. Problem
solving and reasoning will also be a regular feature in the children’s lessons, to embed the
knowledge they have gained and establish the link between the Maths they do in the classroom
and the real world.
Year 4 will also be following this model through the Autumn Term, focusing on the four
operations, extending their skills and broadening their thinking about numbers. We have begun
this by moving their place value recognition to 4, and at times 5, digit numbers. The children
have really retained all of their wonderful learning from last year and been able to apply this in
their work brilliantly. Well done Year 4!
Year 5 will also be working on the Place Value but with the inclusion of decimal numbers. They
will be expanding on their previous knowledge, gained in Year 4, by extending to the thousandths
place. We will then be using this knowledge as a base to order and compare decimal numbers,
using both a number line and our mental maths skills.
In Year 6 the revision work has start in earnest. The boys and girls are already in full swing with
their preparations for the senior school exams and have really impressed me with their mature
and sensible attitude towards the challenge which lies ahead. Well done to all, you can do this!
I look forward to seeing all of the wonderful achievements from the children in each of the
Year groups over the coming weeks; I have no doubt they are going to amazing me with their
mathematical talents!
Mrs Brown

ENGLISH
Well, the new term has indeed got off to a buzzy start! It has been wonderful to have the
children back in the classrooms and to experience the energy and excitement which comes with
a new academic year and especially the sight and smell of brand-new exercise books!
Despite the long summer holidays, Year 6 pupils have sensibly kept their brains ticking over
during the break by completing regular short bursts of focused work on the online learning
platform used in Years 5 & 6, BOFA. Feedback on work completed is provided instantly to pupils
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and teachers, which greatly enhances the pupils’ learning experience and allows teachers to
tailor their planning from the very beginning of term which maximises impact and effect.
Year 6 pupils have also been introduced to their new class reader for this term and are already
thoroughly enjoying ‘Holes’ by Louis Sachar. They have been analysing different book covers and
different versions of the same book, to discover what makes a particular book cover more
appealing than others. Later in the term, they are going to use all of this knowledge to design
and produce an alternative book cover for one of their own favourite books. We are looking
forward to seeing the finished results and are excited at the thought of using them to make a
wonderful display in the Library.
Year 5 classes have started their preparation for their comprehension scheme of work this
week. They have looked at the difference between types of comprehension questions,
particularly the difference between retrieval, and the more complex inference style questions.
Being able to recognise what a question is actually asking of them, will greatly improve not only
the structure, but also the content of their answers. The pupils began this work by looking at
various pictures and noting what they could actually see versus what they deduced from the
picture. This is always an extremely interesting exercise and one which fascinates the pupils as
they acknowledge how different scenarios can be open to such varied interpretations, and this
leads nicely on to the theory of PEE (Point Evidence Explanation) which requires them to justify
an answer and provide concrete evidence for it. The whole process is practised weekly during
comprehension lessons and before they realise it, the children approach such tasks as a matter
of course.
In Year 4, we have started the new term by analysing extracts of Roald Dahl’s, ‘Matilda’,
identifying examples of similes and discussing the effect these have on the reader. The pupils
have been challenged to think of more interesting ways to express a variety of things such as
hot, cold, heavy, light and brave, rather than the frequently used ‘as cold as ice’ for example.
The pupils have delighted in their new class reader, ‘A Butterfly Lion’ by Michael Morpurgo,
which is a highly visual, magical and mysterious story and deals with the themes of loneliness
and love in a sensitive and age appropriate way.
Year 3 classes have had the gruesome task of exploring the possibility of what horrors might
be lurking in Mr Twit’s revolting beard as they have begun reading Roald Dahl’s wonderful book,
‘The Twits’. Their imaginations really have run wild with this activity! We are hoping to be able
to take the year group to the Roald Dahl Museum in Great Missenden later this term. In the
meantime, they are enjoying learning about this iconic storyteller and his and his vast array of
fascinating characters.
We are anticipating eagerly, our first Book Fair in school since Covid, which is due to arrive next
week. The arrival of the wonderful array of books always causes much excitement amongst the
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pupils and it is lovely to hear their excited chatter in the corridors about which book they have
purchased and recommending books to each other. As well as being an excellent way to promote
reading, the Book Fair is also an important fund-raising event in our school calendar as the school
is awarded books for the Library as commission for books sold during the week of the Fair.
We are all looking forward to a busy and exciting term ahead and have no doubt that the boys
and girls are going to rise to the challenge of achieving their Personal Best and produce some
super creative work in the coming weeks.
Finally, please may I ask all families to check that they do not have any school library books at
home. We still have quite a few unreturned loan books and it would be wonderful to make sure
that the Library is fully stocked again as we start a new school year. Many thanks for your
cooperation.

Mrs Beach

SPORTS NEWS
I can’t say it’s been the driest start to the new school year, however, that hasn’t stopped the
children’s’ boundless enthusiasm (and the staff’s!) for sport. From Reception to Year 6, pupils
have been throwing themselves into their Health Related Fitness and games sessions to improve
their stamina and coordination skills which has been lovely to see.
St. Catherine’s Cross-country Event
We took our boys and girls Cross-Country Team to the first fixture of the year on Tuesday and
the heavens opened just in time in true cross-country weather!
Our U8 girls and boys team both took gold and finished in first place in their runs which
was exceptional. Darcey finished in 3rd place with a really powerful run-in and Felix came 2nd
on his debut run. Excellent effort!
Our U9 boys team finished 2nd, with James finishing 4th, Ned 5th, Dexter 6th. In the
U9 girls, flora came 13th in a highly competitive field
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In the U10 race, Rose G was our top place finisher, coming 6th
In the U11 Boys race, Theo showed great form, finishing 4th and Edie strode home to
take 2nd in the girls’ race.

Congratulations to our new Sports Captain- Bronwyn, our Vice Sports Captain- Edie and our
Swimming Captain- Ruby! Keep your eyes peeled in next week’s Friday Notes for their personal
sport bios!
Mr Don-Carolis
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WEEK’S MENU FOR w/c 19th September
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