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The boys and girls have returned to school full of excitement and
raring to go, school has certainly been buzzing. I have enjoyed
hearing Half Term holiday news and looking at the various
scrapbooks detailing special family time, trips and activities. Yasmin
(Y4) eloquently explained that Mummy had been planning the trip for
ages and so she had been counting down for ages. The excitement
was palpable and the wait had obviously been more than worthwhile.
Mrs Sims, one of our Governors, was equally impressed with
Zachary’s (Y3) scrapbook but also with how articulately he told us
about his holiday.
Special thanks go to Anjali (Y2) and to Priyanka (R) for the gorgeous
cards they have made for me at home. Bursting with colour and
super writing which states that I am the best Headmistress in the
world! Wow! These little messages are priceless. A fabulous way to
start the new half term. Thank you girls.

Indeed, the ‘Big Red Staircase’ has continued to be buzzing all week
as you will see from the photos. We have discussed work completed
at home and at school from excellent data handling to impressive
writing. Henry (Y2) was very proud to read his work aloud to Mr
Thompson, Chair of Governors and me, about fireworks which was
greatly enhanced with his use of onomatopoeia. Well done, Henry.
James, Y2 has also completed excellent writing this week in the
classroom whilst James (Y1) enjoyed doing some super spooky writing
at home.
The light is now fading at the end of the day and I was happy to
cheer on the pupils doing cross country practice, from the warmth of
my Study window. I have to say, the boys and girls left me feeling
exhausted just watching. Hannah (Y3) enjoyed the cross country run
at Loseley Park recently and well done to Mummy for also completing
the course. I enjoyed reading your write up about the event Hannah.
Again, it sounded exhausting and a little muddy!
As Mrs Clarke and Mrs Mitchell comment in their notes, our theme
this week was ‘pull it out of the bag’. We continue to encourage the
boys and girls to be independent, take some ownership of their own
learning and to strive for their personal best. Year 6 girls are
completing their final preparations for the entrance examinations
for senior schools which will take place in January. As part of this
preparation the girls complete interview practice in a group with me
and then individually with one of our Governors, Mrs Sims. Confident
and articulate, the girls excelled themselves and it is no wonder the
senior schools comment on the maturity of our pupils.
The end of this week has been incredibly special as we have
welcomed many to our Grandparents’ Tea Parties on Thursday and
Friday afternoon. Many thanks go to Mrs Marshall and her team for
the wonderful spread and to Mr Parton and Mr Walsh for putting
together such a varied and interesting programme. I hope that
those grandparents that managed to attend, some of whom travelled
great distances to see their grandchildren, enjoyed their time with
us.
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Mrs Jane Whittingham

NOTES FROM MRS CLARKE & MRS MITCHELL – DEPUTY HEADS
Mrs Whittingham began the week by reminding us how we can all ‘pull it out of the bag.’ There
was a reminder to all the children of the importance to ‘Do it Yourself.’ DIY moments are
celebrated across the school and fostering independent learning and creative ideas is an
important part of all children’s development. At school and at home, we can support our
youngsters by giving them that opportunity, in a safe environment to ‘Take a Risk’ (TAR) and
DIY. Resilience, light bulbs moments and self-belief as well as astonishment at what can be
achieved are traits that are always truly brilliant to witness in our pupils at St. Hilary’s.
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Congratulations to the following children who definitely ‘pulled it out of the bag’ at the end of
last term. Vera, Hong Ming and Eleanor who were awarded their very own buzzy bee key ring
(An award instigated by Tahlia and Hettie, with thanks to their grandmother for knitting the
awards!) and to Xanthe, an entrepreneur in the making, who gained a very prestigious
Headteacher Award.

A big thank you to Year 6, who have helped the
whole school celebrate UK Parliament week.
They were able to explain to all the pupils the
importance of voting and have invited each class
to consider specific concerns they would like to
raise with Jeremy Hunt. Hopefully, our local MP
may be able to visit! Watch this space! His last
visit was back in 2008.

A highlight of the week for not only
Reception children, but I think for all
the staff at school was the arrival of
the local community police officers and
their police car! Reception (and Mrs
Whittingham) loved the opportunity to
sit in the driving seat and hear the
sirens. What a treat!
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Another huge thank you to Mr Parton, Mr Walsh, Mrs Wood, Mr Wilson, as well all the other
staff and pupils who were involved in the super performances at the ‘Grandparents Tea Party.’
A special mention to Mrs Marshall and the Catering team who put on a fine spread!

Mrs Mitchell

PRE-PREP NOTES FROM MRS HILLERY

The boys and girls in Year 1 have returned from the half-term break, full of creativity and
enthusiasm! This week, they have enjoyed learning the history behind the tradition of Bonfire
Night. The children have been captivated by the story of Guy Fawkes’ plot to blow up Parliament
and produced some super fireworks pictures. In English they have begun to read, ‘The Owl who
was Afraid of the Dark’ and have learnt about the main character, a baby barn owl called Plop.
The boys and girls used pastels to create a woodland background, ready to welcome their own
‘owl’ to the landing branch, in an ongoing DT project. They have also been learning about ‘teens’
numbers in Maths. Their creativity knows no bounds, clearly, and the children enjoyed showing
Mr Walsh some of the musical instruments they had made at home. Their busy week culminated
in wonderful vocal and dancing performances at the Grandparents’ Tea Party.
Year 2 have had a super first week back! In English we looked at different types of poetry
and wrote some stunning fireworks poems using onomatopoeia to great effect. We continued
working on place value in maths; looking at ordinal numbers and how to easily add and subtract
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10. It was lovely to hear how many of the children enjoyed using their maths packs over the
half term break! The children were fascinated to learn about this week’s explorer, Valentina
Tereshkova, who was the first woman in Space and they designed commemorative stamps for
her. Keeping with a Space theme, we started our DT project on rockets, this week with some
super ideas for exciting designs!

Mrs Hillery

NOTES FROM MRS HILLERY – HEAD OF EYFS
What a busy first week back it has been for the children in Nursery and Kindergarten! The
children have loved settling back, seeing their friends and getting stuck in to all the activities
with their teachers.
The Nursery children have been making firework paintings using a salad spinner to mix lots of
different colours and printed with cardboard tubes to make different patterns. They have also
decorated some shape rockets with handprint fire!
In Kindergarten the children have been learning about bonfire night and have created wonderful
bonfire pictures using their hands to paint the fire and then used glue and glitter to print some
sparkly fireworks above. The children have also been talking about the different landmarks they
pass on their journey to school. The results have been put on a graph, so they can see what the
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most popular landmark is seen on the way to school and can talk about their journeys with their
friends.
We loved performing on stage for our Grandparents Tea Party. We hope they enjoyed our
singing, especially the ‘Harvest Bean’ song, that’s was our favourite!

All of the children have come back into Reception with a spring in their step, ready to enjoy our
new half term topic about 'People who help us'.
This week we have been learning about the role of the Police in our community. Reception really
enjoyed reading the story Burglar Bill and writing all about Burglar Bill and Burglar Betty's
antics. The story became reality when we had our very own visit from DS Barnes and PC Smith
on Tuesday. We heard all about the ways in which the Police help us, as well as learning about
and trying on their uniforms. PC Barnes explained some of the different items that he needs to
carry when he is on duty and the children asked some really interesting questions! The icing on
the cake was when we had the opportunity to sit in the driver's seat of the police car with sirens
going and lights flashing!
'Burglar Eshelby' made a surprise visit to Reception on Thursday and 'PC Ranger' showed the
children how to collect evidence and find fingerprints on the windows. The children loved this
and then visited the 'Police station' where their fingerprints were taken.... they know that they
can never commit a crime again!
We have been learning all about number formation and number comparison in our Maths lessons.
Using chalks, water and paints, as well as our fingers on our friend's back, we have been
practising our numbers - well done!
We do hope that the children's grandparents enjoyed the Tea Party as much as Reception
enjoyed being on stage! We have had great fun learning 'Alouette' in our music lessons as well
as performing our Harvest Bean song.
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Mrs Hillery
CELEBRATIONS
The following boys and girls were proud to be awarded a certificate for Pupil of the
Week:
RR – Priyanka for a beautiful piece of writing about Burglar Bill
RE - Jasper for true grit and determination when independently forming his written letters
1G – Charlotte for fantastic enthusiasm for learning and great ideas for sparkler safety rules
1H - Luna for brilliant maths, understanding teen numbers as ’10 and some more’
2B – Jemima for her enthusiasm and focus during the grandparent’s tea party rehearsals and
performance
2P – Orlando for stunning use of onomatopoeia in a fireworks poem

CURRICULUM INFORMATION
PERFORMING ARTS
What a wonderful first week back it has been for the Performing Arts! All pupils have taken
to the stage to perform as part of the Grandparent’s Tea Party – and what a party they have
provided. Year 1 and Year 2 put on their dancing shoes and wowed the audiences with some
super moves. Every pupil in Year 3, Year 4 and Year 5 performed different staged pieces of
poetry, with every single young performer speaking solo lines. Quite incredible! I am incredibly
proud of their achievements this week.
As we approach the festive season, Year 1 and Year 2 have today come home with their
nativity scripts – The Inn-Spectors. We are very excited to begin rehearsals next week with
them, and any support you can provide with line learning and song practice at home would be
hugely appreciated.
Mr Parton
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ART

This week Art club have been working on a beautiful textile hanging, to add as a backdrop to
our rainforest piece.
Year 4 and 5 have been making some fabulous modroc insects and animals to add to the
rainforest installation.
Year 3 produced powerful chalk pastel studies for Bonfire Night, learning about Guy Fawkes
and the Gunpowder Plot.
Mrs Davidge
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SPORTS NEWS
Monday 4th November
U8 Netball v St Ives (Away)
Team 1
Lost: 7-0
Captain: Emilia
MVP: Katie

Team 2
Lost: 3-0
Captain: Martha
MVP: Martha

Wednesday 6th November
SSGA U11 Floor and Vault competition @ Sutton High
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On Wednesday, 6th November a group of Year 5 and 6 pupils went to the Surrey Schools’ gym
competition in Sutton. There were eleven schools in total. All pupils had to perform a floor
routine and a vault, unless you were a reserve.
All the pupils performed really well and showed true grit. We also really enjoyed the day. We
would like to thank Miss Hall and Mrs Alldritt for taking us.
Maia H - Team Captain
Well done to all the girls who took part and thank you also to those parents who were able to
come along and support.
Miss Hall
Mrs McGuigan

CHARITY

Mrs Davidge
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FRIENDS OF ST HILARY’S NEWS

P a g e | 13

Friday Notes – 8th November 2019

WEEK’S MENU FOR w/c 11th NOVEMBER
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