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The sun is flooding through the window as I write and the warmth
produced through the glass would suggest that spring is on the way.
A glance outside, suggests otherwise, with the final white patches on
the field and courts only just disappearing. Winter is with us for a
while yet! Well done, to all those who braved Friday Fitness this
morning; I was pleased to be togged up at the gate and just an
observer.
We have had another busy, buzzy week in School and it is difficult to
believe that the first full week of this term is drawing to a close,
although paradoxically the Christmas break does seem rather a long
time ago! The School routine offers the children a useful, positive
structure and I am pleased that we are managing to reinstate many
varied and interesting activities back in to their learning. Indeed, a
sense of normality pervades in the classrooms and outdoor areas and
for the boys and girls, it does very much seem business as usual. My
thanks go to the staff for ‘pulling it out of the bag’ and going the
‘extra mile’ to ensure the pupils remain safe, happy and successful
learners.

In our assembly at the beginning of the week, we focussed on the
beginning of a New Year and how this gives time to reflect and look
forward. We discussed the pupils’ aspirations and I was not surprised
to hear that we have budding ballet dancers and footballers in our
midst, as well as those who would like to be Astronomers,
Paediatricians, Lego© designers, Robiticians and Child Psychologists.
Of course, their aspirations will change and I pointed out that when
they are adults, many of them will be doing jobs that have not been
invented yet. As a result, it is important that they show true grit,
take a risk (TAR) and work as hard as they can, whilst making the most
of all the opportunities on offer. The future possibilities for these
children are endless and they will benefit hugely from developing good
work habits and having an array of experiences in their pocket.
Our Scholarship Day, for Year 3 entry on Monday, was very successful
and our numbers are looking very healthy with an almost even balance
between boys and girls. As well as a number of external pupils
attending this event, we also welcomed pupils from Witley Infants
School this morning, who enjoyed time in the Hive and the Nest. I
know these boys and girls also enjoyed the time on our school minibus!
Congratulations go to all those pupils who have made their way up the
‘Big Red Staircase’. I have seen some absolutely excellent work this
week which was reflected in the number of certificates presented in
assembly. I also very much enjoyed chatting to our Kindergarten
children who had a lot of fun in the Hive and the Nest, although they
were too engrossed to chat for long!
I hope that you have a lovely weekend and the sunshine continues to
brighten up Saturday and Sunday. I look forward to seeing you on
Monday morning at the gates.
Mrs Jane Whittingham
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This morning the following Commendations and Awards were presented during Assembly:
Commendations
Abigail (Y3) - Winning a competition to design a guiding badge to commemorate the Queens
95th birthday which every Brownie and Guide in the area will receive.
James (Y3) - Completing challenging work independently on Fractions
Isaac (Y3) - Completing challenging work independently on Fractions
Orlie (Y3) – For showing True Grit and Determination when producing some beautiful
independent artwork
Scarlet (Y2) - For outstanding artwork on Santa Maria
Grace (Y2) - For outstanding artwork on Santa Maria
Priyanka (Y2) - For outstanding artwork on Santa Maria
Harry (Y1) – For making an interesting book full of facts and wonderful illustrations
Isabelle (Y3) - For beautiful colourful artwork completed at home
Alice (Y1) - For showing commitment and thought in producing work of a high standard at
home, regarding her role as Vice Form Captain
Isabella (Y4) – For finding some of the factors of 2022
Mrs Pepperpot Cutlery Award
Lydia (Y5) – For excellent manners
Zachary (Y5) - For excellent manners
Personal Best Moments
Henry (Y5) – For his work in English
Ruby (Y5) – For Outstanding English homework
Rebecca (Y6) - For a beautiful copy of a Paul Klee painting
Ben (Y2) – For astounding knowledge of the orchestra
Chloe (Y4) – For excellent progress in swimming
Isabella (Y4) - For excellent focus in her swimming lesson
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Orla (Y5) - For excellent progress in swimming
Martha (Y5) - For excellent progress in swimming
Lilly (Y4) - For excellent progress in swimming
Ella (Y3) - For excellent progress in swimming
Chloe (Y3) - For excellent progress in swimming
Calista (Y3) - For excellent progress in swimming
Lexi (Y3) - For excellent progress in swimming
Rebecca (Y6) – For producing a beautiful simile in English.
Nikolai (Y3) – For naming so many countries in the continent of Asia
True Grit
Sophie (Y5) – For managing to keep up with the first week's work
Lachlan (Y5) – For always trying to catch up despite music lessons
Amelia (Y5) – For catching up on a science assessment
Emily (Y5) – For completing the Science Assessment
Beatrix (Y6) - For excellent perseverance in Gymnastics
Pull It Out The Bag
Euan (YR) – For amazing spelling skills during Literacy.
Isabella (Y5) – For running a great race at the Biathlon
Isabella (Y4) - For an outstanding piece of Philosophy homework
Benjamin (Y3) – For super progress in reading
Orlie (Y3) - Fantastic reading. Fluent and confident
Buzzy Bee Learner
Isabelle (Y3) - Fantastic commitment and focus in every lesson
Sawbuona
Lilly (Y4) – For showing great empathy and friendship at the Biathlon
Scrapbook Certificate
Autumn (Y3)
Sherlock (YR)

NOTES FROM MRS MITCHELL – DEPUTY HEAD

It has been a fantastic start to the new term and the sun appearing
recently has certainly helped boost an already buoyant mood! Although
cold, it has been beautiful!
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This week Mrs Whittingham reminded us of the important events that
had taken place last year and brought to our attention all the wonderful
events that we can look forward to this year including the Winter
Olympics which is just around the corner.
The children were also challenged to be the best they can be and in particular to try to not just
have the best manners in Surrey but… in the world! I have to say, I have been incredibly
impressed with all the children’s politeness as they greet me on the morning gate, during the
day and in the Pepperpot where they have really shined and shown their table manners as well
as their understanding of turn taking whilst speaking to one another. There are certainly a few
who have taken keen roles ensuring that water is poured for their friends and that nobody
misses out on seconds of dessert! These tools stem from both school and home and we are
always grateful for your continued support instilling these life skills.
At St. Hilary’s there is always a focus on everyone giving their best, treating each other kindly
and being positive. Showing determination, resilience, never giving up and focusing on making
small improvements to get a tiny bit better every day. As we often say, ‘Good better best,
never let it rest, until your good is better and your better best.’
It is clearly evident that the children’s aspirations have certainly
changed over the years. They are beginning to reach out to see not only
what they want to become, (and many of these occupations are already
more futuristic than when I was a child,) but also what qualities they
wish to have; kindness, honesty, integrity, loyalty. A reminder of the
responsibility of teaching our children but also the privilege!
Congratulations to the following children who have been elected as our Spring Term Eco
Captains:
Form
Eco Rep
1H
Rosie M
1GS
Aurelia
2E
Ron
2B
Eli
3R
Abigail
3DP
Greysson
4CS
Lilly
4H
Isabella
5BP
Pip / Lochie
5P
Bronwyn / Amaara
6BR
Feli
6B
Lexi
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This term our School representatives will be the following pupils:
President: Elena
Vice President: Ione
Secretary: Isabelle
Fourth Member: Millie
Form
1H
1GS
2E
2B
3R
3DP
4CS
4H
5BP
5P
6BR
6B

Form Captain
Ava
Jem
Henry M
Stephanie
Zander
Flora
Chloe
Elena
Emily
Lilly-Josephine
Jessica
Lily

Vice Captain
Huey
Alice
Priyanka
Finley
Matilda
Ned
Heidi
Rose
Lexie
Maggie
Honor
Abigail

This week our Year 2 pupils took part in a ‘Winter Wonderland’ of activities. They enjoyed hot
chocolates in the woods, mindfulness and chess, to name a few areas. I was incredibly impressed
with how the children took to this challenging Scholarship Day. They took home, with pride,
their passport of events. Congratulations to all involved in making this such a special and
rewarding day.
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We were fortunate to have some special visitors
from Witley Infant School this week. They
enjoyed making wellbeing bracelets and
programming robots to do some very groovy
dancing!
The online safety of our pupils is hugely important to us, and I believe if we work together, we
will get the best outcomes for all involved. For many of us as adults, we see our online lives and
offline lives as different, but children today are growing up with technology and the internet so
for them there isn’t a difference; to them, online life and offline life is just life. To ensure you
have all the information you need to help keep your children safe online, I thought I would make
you aware of the online safety hub that the NSPCC have created and continue to develop. The
information is organised by topic, to make information easy to find. There are pages for social
media, online gaming and parental controls, explaining the risks and steps you can take to help
keep your children safe online. Also covered are what you need to know about topics such as
sharing nudes, livestreaming, harmful content and online reporting.
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
Mrs Mitchell

PRE-PREP NOTES FROM MRS HILLERY
The boys and girls in Year 1 were raring to go after the Christmas holidays and they have hit
the ground running with their enthusiasm and energy! In English, the children enjoyed writing
descriptive pieces about an exciting journey as part of our new topic on Transport. Their travels
included ferries, trains, cars and even the invitation to the cockpit of a plane! In Maths, the
boys and girls have been looking at place value and understanding what each digit is worth in a
two-digit number. They played interactive games and enjoyed using the numicon blocks to help
them. The children have also been counting on in ones, using a number line. The children have
begun their Science topic of ‘Materials’ and investigated a range of objects and what they are
made from. They began work on a jointed paper bear using card and split pins in their DT lesson.
In Games, the children have been working on improving their hand eye coordination and playing
ball games. The children were treated to a performance by the Pied Piper Theatre Company,
who visited school, with their show, Robin’s Winter Adventure. The play was full of song, poems
and puppetry. At the end of their first full week back, the boys and girls have maintained their
thirst for learning and embraced everything they have discovered.
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It has been wonderful to welcome Year 2 back following the Christmas break – we have enjoyed
hearing all of their news and seeing the children jump back into their learning with a spring in
their steps! It has been full steam ahead as we have introduced our new English topic, ‘Penguins’.
Over the coming weeks the boys and girls will be producing their own non fiction books all about
penguins. This week we have been learning how to navigate non fiction books and understand the
different features that we may come across whilst reading information books – I am sure that
they would love to show you some of what they have learned if you have some non fiction books
at home. We have been very lucky that one of the Grandparents in our school community is a
Penguin Scientist having spent a great deal of time in Antarctica. He has kindly shared some
interesting facts with us and we spent time preparing questions for a live Zoom with him! He
answered some really fascinating questions delivered by the children, for example what happens
if a penguin dives too deep? How long is the mummy penguin away for whilst the daddy penguin
cares for their egg?
In Maths we have been continuing our learning about arrays and multiplication with the children
exploring arrays through practical work, multiplication sums and problem solving.
Our Science topic this term is learning about ‘Materials’. We have been discovering the variety
of materials that we use and discussing the features and benefits of each of them. The boys
and girls enjoyed our ‘Ice Experiment’ this week as we explored where in the class room ice
might melt more quickly. Excellent predictions were made and the children enjoyed discovering
the results!
We enjoyed a very successful Scholarship Day on Monday where all of the children displayed
fantastic maturity and true grit whilst enjoying a fun filled day alongside our external
candidates. They were kind and welcoming and we are extremely proud of all of them. I am sure
that you have heard about our trip to the forest for hot chocolate, fun Winter Wonderland
Games as well as Drama, Art, Sport and Music activities – it was a fantastic day! On Thursday
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the children thoroughly enjoyed a visit from Pied Piper Theatre group who performed Robin’s
Winter Adventure.

Mrs Hillery

EYFS NOTES FROM MRS HILLERY
The Nursery children have had a fantastic week back and all children, including our new joiners,
have all settled in so well, and it has been lovely hearing about their Christmas adventures. The
children have enjoyed exploring the garden and the classroom this week, playing with the
areoplanes, magnetic blocks, and so much more. Over the next few weeks, the Nursery children
will be learning all about Winter and the cold temperatures. They will chat about what clothes
they need to wear when its cold, experience ice play and learn what animals live in colder
habitats.
If you have any pictures you would like to share of your child/children for the Nursery news
board, please email them over to Miss Woodman so she can add them.

The children have settled back into Kindergarten really well and the new joiners have had a
wonderful first full week, too! It has been lovely seeing them all again and hearing all about
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their exciting Christmas adventures. Our topic this term is ‘Animals and their habitats’. We all
made some beautiful and very colourful Elmer Elephants. We looked at rainbows and learnt two
new colours, Indigo and Violet, and the children then went on a colour hunt, collecting objects
from around the class to create their own rainbow.
If your child is due to start Reception in September, they will be bringing home their sound
folder this week, with their first set of sounds inside. We are following the Animaphonics
program and there are instructions inside the folder. We hope you enjoy practising at home with
your child, as this is a very relaxed introduction to phonics. Please only practise as and when
your child would like. There is no time frame to this and all children will learn at different paces.
The main goal is that it is an enjoyable experience for all! If you have any questions or queries,
please do let us know. Have a lovely weekend.

We were so excited to welcome the Reception children back following the Christmas break. It
has been such fun seeing them again. As usual, they have amazed us with how quickly they settle
back into a routine and all seem rested and happy to be back. The children were very excited to
see their classrooms transformed into winter wonderlands ahead of their new Topic, ‘Polar
Regions’. This term, the children will be focusing on building language by learning how to use
adjectives effectively to describe Polar Regions. They will investigate Polar animals, learning
how they survive in their cold habitats. The children will conduct science experiments linked to
melting and freezing. They were very excited to find an igloo and small world polar land in their
classes.
In Mathematics each child has learnt the word symmetry. They have learnt what this means and
how to create symmetrical patterns. The children loved using paint and folding paper to help
build their understanding of symmetry. This is a lovely extension to their explorations of
repeating patterns.
In Literacy, the children have revised all the single phonemic sounds they have previously learnt
using the Animaphonics scheme. This term, they will hone their knowledge of diagraphs. We will
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be developing the children’s ability to recognise diagraphs in written words. In addition, they
are starting to develop a greater knowledge of how to use books. The children will explore how
fiction and non-fiction books differ. They will create a factual sentence linked to the book
North Pole, South Pole. They will use images from the Polar Regions to help structure their
sentences. They are learning to write increasingly well using finger spaces between words and
to include a capital letter and full stops.
The children all loved the visit from Pied Piper Theatre Company and their performance of
Robin’s Adventure.

Mrs Hillery
CELEBRATIONS
The following boys and girls were proud to be awarded a certificate for Pupil of the
Week:
RR – Jackson – For showing great determination with his writing
RCH –Sophia – For embracing new friendships
1H – Nehara - For excellent work on place value in maths
1H – Rose M - For working hard to write about a journey
1GS – Aurelia - For a great improvement with handwriting
1GS – Alice - For excellent, descriptive writing about a journey
2B – Jason – For fantastic multiplication work in Maths
2B – Felix – For excellent effort in Maths this week
2E – Darcie – For excellent understanding of punctuation this week
2E – Felix C - For an excellent approach to his learning this week
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CURRICULUM INFORMATION
ENGLISH
The children have returned from a much-needed Christmas holiday, buzzing and raring to learn
as the Spring Term gets underway. It is lovely to have them back in the classrooms!
Senior school entrance exams are still very much our focus in Year 6 as many of the girls will be
sitting exams for the next two weeks. As always, they are impressing us with their mature and
focused attitude, and it has been wonderful to see the support of those whose exams have
finished towards their peers who are still working towards theirs.
Year 6 pupils have also been introduced to their new class reader for this term and are already
thoroughly enjoying ‘Holes’ by Louis Sachar. They have been analysing different book covers and
different versions of the same book, to discover what makes a particular book cover more
appealing than others. Later on in the term, they are going to use all of this knowledge to design
and produce an alternative book cover for one of their own favourite books. We are looking
forward to seeing the finished results and are excited at the thought of using them to make a
wonderful display in the Library.
Pupils in Year 5 are also excited to be studying C.S. Lewis’ ‘The Lion, the Witch and the
Wardrobe’ this term. We have spent time discussing why children were evacuated during war
time and the difference in setting between the professor’s house and the land of Narnia. The
wonderful rich vocabulary that this book exposes them to will feature highly in lessons this
term. So far, they have added melancholy, wringing, inquisitive, glimpse, lulling and heartily to
their bank of Wow Words. They children have also looked at figurative language in lessons this
week and this topic will continue throughout the term as they work on embellishing their creative
writing with similes, metaphors, personification and onomatopoeia to make it more expressive
and interesting to the reader. One of their first tasks this term has been to write a letter from
Lucy, the youngest of the four Barfield children, to her mother and father telling them about
their evacuation journey and their first encounter with the Professor, whose charge they will
be under, and of course, his house from where their many adventures will begin.
There is a touring production of ‘The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe’ coming to the New
Victoria Theatre in Woking between March 22-26th. Disappointingly, there are no school group
tickets available on March 23rd, but I have included the link below in case any parents would like
to take their children to see it. This is a fantastic production and we should have finished
reading the book in class during the final week of term so it would be a perfect time to watch
the play. It is definitely one to watch!
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https://www.atgtickets.com/shows/the-lion-the-witch-and-the-wardrobe/new-victoriatheatre/
Year 4 pupils are reading ‘The Firework Maker's Daughter’ by Philip Pullman this term and have
started by identifying the key characters in the book. They have been learning the important
skill of summarising information, and subsequently put this into practice by summarising each
chapter as it is read. The children have also focused on improving their creative writing by
concentrating on the five senses to really describe things. One of their first tasks was to use
the senses to describe Lila’s firework-making workshop. Full of evocative colours and pungent
smells, reading the children’s descriptive paragraphs was a treat for the senses, if not an assault
on them! As this Half Term progresses, pupils will be studying character in more detail, and will
be using the character of Lila to understand the techniques used to describe a character
effectively. Lila has many facets to her character and the way in which she reacts to events in
the book make her interesting and appealing to the children. Being able to identify when in the
text she behaves in a certain way is excellent practice for tackling comprehension work as the
pupils move in to Years 5 & 6.
Year 3 also started their new class reader this week – ‘The Pugs of the Frozen
North’ by Philip Reeve and Sarah McIntyre. There was high anticipation when
opening the book as the children wrote a descriptive prediction by scrutinising
the front and back covers. They had wonderful ideas about pugs and yetis and
how they ended up in the Frozen North. They will be following the exciting
adventures of Shen and Sika as they take part in The Race to the Top of the
World. To say they were excited is an understatement! It was so lovely to hear
the children read after the Christmas break - they have improved so much. The children made
lots of exciting predictions about their new book and we are all excited to see if our predictions
come true. They listened to lots of different sounds from the Frozen North which helped them
to think about what it would be like for the pugs when they were shipwrecked there. Pupils have
also started planning a non-chronological report about pugs and will be learning more about these
dogs whilst using the features of report writing.
All in all, a superb start to the Spring Term in the English Department!
Mrs Beach
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MATHS
What an amazing first week back in the Maths department! The children have really impressed
me with how well they have all just settled back into school lessons so quickly after the
Christmas break!
Year 3 have begun working on measurement this week. The children have been measuring each
other’s heights, finger length and hand-spans, using meter rules, rulers, tape measure and
trundle wheels to find the most effective measuring equipment, and then recording their
measurements in table form to demonstrate their brilliant data handling skills. The children
have worked really hard and have made a brilliant start to this Maths topic.

Year 4 have been looking at Fractions. We have been clarifying what a fraction actually is and
checking equivalent fractions using a Fraction Wall. We also looked at fraction diagrams, both
shading and labelling to find equivalent fractions. Mrs Purcell’s Year 4 group have also been
looking at negative numbers. Well done Year 4, you have been outstanding!
Year 5 have been revisiting their Fraction work too, by investigating decimal numbers. They have
been looking at the place value of decimals up to the thousandths place and adding and
subtracting decimals with a varying amount of decimal places. The children were also asked to
order decimal numbers with up to 3 decimal places. They have also been working hard on their
Non Verbal Reasoning skills.
Year 6 are nearing the end of their exam season and with both St Catherine’s and St Teresa’s
exams taking place this week, the girls have really been busy! Keep going girls, we have just a
couple more to go before we can take that huge sigh of relief, however the end is in sight! You
are all working so hard and should be very proud of yourself.
Mrs Brown
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SPORTS NEWS
It’s been a fabulous start to 2022 on the sport front. With fixtures starting next week, it has
given us the opportunity to introduce our sports and clubs for the term and to get the children
enjoying the fundamental side of the games. Year 1 have started their Tag-Rugby, Ball Skills,
Judo and gym sessions. Year 2 have begun their Tag-Rugby, Swimming and X-Country sessions
and are very much looking forward to their Quick Sticks Hockey lessons starting next week.
In Prep, the pupils are in full flowing with their Netball, Hockey and Tag-Rugby lessons. Years
3-6 have the pleasure of Dan Fox, Ex-GB international and Director of Hockey at Guildford
Hockey Club, coming into school to run Hockey Masterclasses next week. Keep an eye out on
Twitter for live updates!
Congratulations to the children from years 3 – 6 who participated in the National Biathlon
qualifiers on Saturday at Aldershot Garison. The weather was not kind to the runners with wind
and rain blasting them all morning however there weren’t any complaints from the children (or
parents!). All the participants embraced the event with full determination. Special mention must
go to Isabella W in year 5 for an outstanding run which was timed to perfection and Lilly G in
year 4 for being a good sports star and supporting a fellow runner. We look forward to receiving
the results and seeing who qualifies for the National Schools Biathlon in March. Well done!!
We also look forward to returning to the home of Modern Pentathlon in Britain, the Sports
Training Village at the University of Bath in February for the British Schools Modern Biathlon
Championships. We are delighted that seven St Hilary’s pupils qualified for the finals. It is
amazing that children aged just 8 & 9 have accomplished such a prestigious achievement! Mrs
Whittingham is very proud of you all, as are we!
Mrs Lovesey & Mr Don-Carolis
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WEEK’S MENU FOR w/c 17th January
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