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As I settle down to write my Friday Notes this week, I am rather
distracted by Olivia, Y6, who is having her singing lesson with Mr
Hitchen in the meeting room adjacent to my Study. Shuffling the
teaching spaces around for our peripatetic Music teachers, to enable
them to fulfil current Government guidelines, has provided me with a
lovely opportunity to sample piano, flute, trumpet and violin lessons
first hand. Whilst at times, I have had to speak rather louder than
usual to be heard on Zoom, I have been very impressed with the quality
of teaching and learning. Importantly, the boys and girls clearly enjoy
the lessons.
Indeed, the atmosphere in School remains cheerful and purposeful.
The boys and girls continue to benefit from a wide range of activities
and opportunities despite the restrictions in place. Sadly, the ‘Big Red
Staircase’ is now quieter than usual as we reduce the contact between
the Bubbles. As usual we are adapting, and my new Busy Bee Posting
Box, created by Miss Brooker, Mrs Hickman and helpers has proved
an instant hit with the boys and girls. This special box is situated in

the Link Corridor downstairs and is checked daily. I have been
treated to some wonderful pictures (lots of bees, of course) and some
priceless messages!
Well done, to Ione, Y5 for designing this year’s School Christmas Card.
I am quite pleased that you are only able to see glimpse of Ione’s art
work in the photo below. However, I can say that it is absolutely
wonderful and it is worth waiting for; you have a treat in store. Packed
with intricate detail, the artwork took Ione many hours to complete.
Well done, Ione. You are a very talented young lady and should be
very proud.
Our Remembrance Assembly was particularly poignant on Wednesday
and School fell unusually quiet as the boys and girls watched the prerecorded assembly on the interactive white boards, in their
classrooms. Congratulations to Head Girl, Yasmin and her Deputy, Iris
for their reading and taking the lead and laying the wreath. Our
thanks go to Mr Wilson, for playing the Last Post for us.
The pile of twiddlemuffs is quickly growing on the table in my Study
and I am sure that they will be much appreciated by our friends at
Jubilee House, when we are able to deliver them safely. Twiddlemuffs
help to reduce anxiety and frustration for those who have dementia.
Thank you to Hettie’s (Y4) Grandma for her recent contribution and
to Mrs Southon, Eddie, Y4 and Chloe, Y6. Of course, it would be
wonderful if we could have some more and as the dark evenings draw
in perhaps it is time to dust off your knitting needles? The pattern
is very easy and can be found at the end of this newsletter, thank you.
Today is National Kindness Day and coincidentally we talked about kind
eyes in assembly, at the beginning of the week. As you will be aware
we often talk about kind hands and feet with our younger pupils and
kind words with our older ones. However, it goes without saying that
our eyes give powerful messages as well. I am sure that you will help
to reinforce this message at home, should the need occur.
We will be having a focus on table manners and using our cutlery
properly next week; you may like to bear this in mind, as we would love
to give out some more Cutlery Awards next week in Celebration
Assembly! I hope that you have a lovely weekend, especially those of

Page |2

Friday Notes – 13th November 2020

you who will be celebrating Diwali. I look forward to seeing you at the
gate on Monday morning.
Mrs Jane Whittingham

This afternoon the following Headmistress’ Award and Commendations were presented during
Assembly:
Headmistress’ Award
Ione (Y5) – For designing and producing the wonderful artwork for the Christmas Card
Commendations
Rose (Y5) – For explaining why VS should have a True Friend Band, so well
Isabella (Y3) – For writing a creative poem in English
Eloisa (Y3) – For writing beautiful poetry in English
Darcie (Y1) – For beautiful writing about Plop, the owl who was afraid of the dark
True Friend Band
Vera (Y5)
Jasper (Y1)
Zoe (YR)
Martha (Y4)

NOTES FROM MRS MITCHELL – DEPUTY HEAD
We have been buzzing this week! Year 5 showed off their superstar Maths skills finding the
difference in time, Year 4 went wild in the Forest creating some fantastic dens as well as
carrying out technical coding to find treasure! Year 3 worked collaboratively to discover how
mixtures could be separated.

We certainly have some budding scientists in the making.

Reception have enjoyed role play and continue to work hard learning their letters. It has also
been super to see Year 2s’ confidence grow with their number work and handwriting.
A reminder that although we are in lockdown we are still fortunate to be able to take some fresh
air and the Autumn leaves have been tremendous. Congratulations to Lexi in Year 4 for her

Page |3

Friday Notes – 13th November 2020

outstanding scavenger hunt display she made during half term. Year 1 have certainly enjoyed
crunching through the leaves outside and building habitats.
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Next week, is Anti-Bullying Week (16-20 November). As in previous years, the children will be
signposted to support in and outside of school, how to look after themselves and others, and to
be respectful of all individuals in our community. We will also look at what bullying is and the
difference between unkindness and bullying. This week Mrs Whittinghman reminded all the
children how we have kind; words, hands, eyes and feet. Miss Brooker kindly made our new ‘Bee
Kind Message Bee’ and I know that Mrs Whittingham has already received an array of wonderful
pictures and messages.
Mrs Mitchell
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PRE-PREP NOTES FROM MRS HILLERY
It has been a busy week in Year 1, where the girls and boys have begun studying the weather.
In English, the children brainstormed ideas to create a class poem about weather. The subject
was introduced in their Topic lessons, where they identified symbols a forecaster might use.
The children enjoyed using dice and dominoes to help them practise addition and subtraction in
Maths. They have continued to rehearse their singing for the Christmas Production, “It’s a
Miracle”. There are some very catchy songs! In Forest School this week, the boys and girls had
a whale of a time, going on a scavenger hunt. They worked well in pairs to find all sorts of natural
objects, including something smooth, two different kinds of seeds and something they thought
was beautiful. In Art, the children enjoyed leaf printing in preparation for their charcoal
drawings of trees, next week.
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Year 2 have had a reflective week in English; studying Remembrance Day. They looked at a
number of poems in different styles and focused on In Flanders Field. They learnt about Cinquain
poetry and then wrote their own stunning Remembrance Day Cinquain poems, with beautiful
thought and sensitivity. In Maths we have been adding
and subtracting two 2 digit numbers and thinking about
which resources can help us. We were inspired by the
amazing Mark Pollock in our History lesson. The children
learnt about how he has overcome disabilities to achieve
incredible feats. Despite being blind, Mark completed
six marathons in seven days in the Gobi Desert, won
Commonwealth medals in rowing, competed in the North
Pole Marathon and was a team member on the Race to
the Pole, where he covered 750km in Antarctica.
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Mrs Hillery

EYFS NOTES FROM MRS HILLERY
The Nursery children have had a fantastic week practising their singing for the Grandparents’
Tea Party and playing outside. The children have been creative and made some beautiful paper
plate and cupcake case poppies for Remembrance Day. If you have any pictures from your half
term adventures, please email them to Miss Woodman so she can add them to the class display
board.

In Kindergarten the children have been very busy indeed. They have worked hard practising to
write the numbers 1-5, enjoyed butterfly printing and made gorgeous potato print poppy wreaths
for Remembrance Day. In Sport, the children practised skills including skipping, side running
and catching a ball. Mr Walsh was very impressed at the children’s efforts. In Music, Mrs Woods
has been teaching the children songs for our Christmas Production ‘A Bundle of Joy’ and also
our song for the Grandparents’ Tea party.
Thank you for joining us this week for Parent Consultations. It was really good to have some
time with you, and hope you enjoy looking through your child’s scrap book. Please do return it
when you have looked through, so we can add some more to them.
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Reception have immersed themselves in their understanding of hospitals, doctors and nurses,
and how they help in the community. I am sure you can imagine the fun they have had in role
play, as well as in creating skeletons as a class, and designing and filling their own doctors bags.
Doctor Eshelby and Nurse Ranger had to tend to poor Miss Cannon and Mrs McCreadie who had
got into a spot of bother – but it was nothing the first aid kit, an x-ray and some super bandaging
couldn’t sort out! The children really enjoyed a hands on experience of playing doctors and
nurses.
After watching Topsy visiting the hospital, the children worked really hard to create and write
a sentence about how Topsy was feeling. We have been amazed by how many children are now
taking a risk in their handwriting. We have been spending time practising forming our vowels in
the cursive script at school and the children are making super progress.
In maths we have been looking at teen numbers this week and
ordering numbers to 20, whilst also making sensible estimates of
how many objects there are in a group.
Music and Performing arts have taken a lead role this week as we
are busy practising ‘A Bundle of Joy’, our Christmas Play. It has
been wonderful to hear some of the children already delivering
their lines with gusto – please keep up the good work!
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Mrs Hillery
CELEBRATIONS
The following boys and girls were proud to be awarded a certificate for Pupil of the
Week:
RR – Elise – For taking a risk in Handwriting
RE – James – For making continued progress in his number work
1G – Darcie – For a greater contribution in class and an excellent piece of writing about Plop
1H – Buster – Making great progress in reading
2B – Cecilia Carver for always having such a positive attitude towards her learning.
2P – Elisabeth for stunning Cinquain poetry

CURRICULUM INFORMATION
MATHS
The children have been working incredibly hard with their Maths work this week and I have
been astounded by the reports coming back to me of what they have achieved.
In Year 3 the children have been strengthening their addition skills and using their number lines
to count backwards and solve tricky subtracting sums.
In Year 4 work has continued with the formal written methods for subtractions. The children
have focused on the column method with one or more exchanges. They have been using the
concrete resources in our classroom ‘Tool Box’ to help embed their understanding.
Year 5 have had a real mix of topics this week. They have revisited some long multiplication and
short division problem solving and looked at timetables; converting digital and analogue time.
Towards the end of the week the girls revisited calculating squared and cubed numbers; using
their mental maths skills to make these calculations, they cracked a code to discovered a secret
password!
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Year 6 have continued with all their hard work and revision tasks in preparation for the rapidly
approaching exam season. Indeed, some of our girls will be sitting their first exam for Guildford
High School this weekend. I’m sure you all join me in wishing them all the luck and ‘calmness’ that
they need! Good luck to you all.
I would like to give a special mention this week to Mrs Alcock (previous Head of Maths at St
Hilary’s) who has stepped in to cover my teaching responsibilities during this time that I am
unable to be in School. We will be working closely together, albeit remotely, with planning and
feedback for the children, and indeed all of the children seem to have slipped in to this regime
seamlessly. It is reassuring to know that I have left them in such safe hands, so thank you Mrs
Alcock!
Mrs Brown

ENGLISH
We have been buzzing in the English Department once again this week. From writing acrostic
poems using their names and the theme of autumn in Year 3 Enrichment, to using our class text
as an inspiration to create and describe a setting in Year 5, the pupils have worked with their
customary energy and enthusiasm to produce super work across the different areas of the
English curriculum.
Year 3 enjoyed creating their own comprehension this week, showcasing their wonderful use of
adjectives and adverbs. We have also been very impressed with their attention to neat
handwriting in class. As we continue working through ‘The Twits’, we have learned all about nonchronological writing.
In Year 4, pupils have been exploring the genre of non-fiction diary writing using the diary of a
World War I soldier as a comprehension text. This linked well with the topic of Remembrance
and pupils also discussed the diary of Anne Frank. Revision of verbs has been a focus area in
class this week, with an emphasis on extending vocabulary with more ambitious and descriptive
verb choices.
Year 5 have written some beautiful poems on the subject of Remembrance using the image of
the poppy as a stimulus. Some of their work has brought goose bumps to our arms with its timely
poignancy. They have also been busy working on synonyms and antonyms in their Verbal Reasoning
lessons and extending their vocabulary as a result.
In Year 6 pupils continue to demonstrate True Grit as they refine their exam technique. It is
wonderful to see their confidence on an upwards trajectory as they become more secure in the
last few areas of focus before the ‘real thing’. We wish the girls sitting the Guildford High
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School exam this Saturday the very best of luck. For those with a few more weeks to go, we
have been making revision aids of powerful figurative language, primarily focusing on the seasons
with their potential for rich symbolism.

PERFORMING ARTS
As preparations continue for our upcoming events, it has been an exciting week of rehearsals
for all of our boys and girls, and a hugely rewarding one too! A rather glamourous backdrop has
been put up and has inspired some excellent performances on the stage. You are certainly in for
a treat with the Grandparents' Tea Party this year. One final push on line learning is greatly
appreciated.
A reminder that a Showbie competition is running to design the DVD cover for this
extravaganza! I have extended the deadline through to Monday 15th November.
Years 3, 4 and 5 have come home with another poem to learn this week, and it is sure to get you
in the festive spirit!
It has been such a delightful week as we ramp up to performance time, and I cannot wait to
'bring the show' back to St. Hilary's next week!
Wishing you all a wonderful weekend,
Mr Parton

SPORTS NEWS
IAPS have launched a very exciting virtual championships for all their schools both in the UK
and Internationally and St Hilary's school have signed up to take part. All children in the Prep
School will take part in a range of different sports and activities over the next 2 weeks. The
sports include Football, Hockey, Gymnastics and Health and Fitness. During their lessons
children will complete a range of skills and score points for St Hilary's with the winning school
announced in December. This is a great opportunity in the absence of inter-school sport for all
children to compete for St Hilary's against other schools. More updates next week.
Mrs McGuigan

P a g e | 12

Friday Notes – 13th November 2020

P a g e | 13

Friday Notes – 13th November 2020

WEEK’S MENU FOR w/c 16th NOVEMBER
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